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FANTRIP ON PAT LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM 
RAISES FUND FOR PTC 8042 

By Harry Donahue 
 
On Saturday, September 10, 2016, Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolley sponsored a successful 
excursion on the light rail system in Pittsburgh.  
We would like to thank Scott Becker of the 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (PTM) and the 
officials of the PAT (Port Authority of Allegheny 
County) System for their assistance in organizing 
this event.  All the proceeds from this fan trip will 
be given to PTM for the restoration of PTC 1923 
Brill #8042. 
 
It was an extremely busy day on the light rail 
system, especially in the late morning with many 
two-car trains running to provide service to the 
Penn State-Pitt football game.  Our operator, 
Justin Skrbin, who is also a PTM member, did a 
fantastic job covering all available trackage on 
the system.  Some of you may remember Justin 
for his many months of work on the restoration of 
Red Arrow St. Louie car #14 some years ago. 
 
With CAF car #4323, we departed South Hills 
Village a little after 11.00 A.M., returning around 
5.00 P.M.  There were numerous stops for the 
photographers.  One of the highlights was the 
round trip over the Arlington Ave diversion 
routing.  This line is used between South Hills 
Junction and downtown when the South Hills 
Tunnel is closed.  Near the end of the trip, Justin 
took #4323 down the remaining track of the 
former Drake Shuttle to ñthe end of the wire.ò  
The Drake Shuttle was the final assignment for 
the very last of Pittsburgh's 666 PCC cars and 
was abandoned in 1999, due to lack of ridership. 
 
Later that evening, FPT founding members Bill 
Monaghan and Harry Donahue presented PTM 

Executive Director Scott Becker (pictured above) 
with a check for $4,000.00 to be used in the 
restoration of PTC 1923 single-end Brill #8042.  
The new canvas for the roof and new roof 
ventilators are already on hand thanks to a 
previous grant from FPT.  We plan to continue to 
raise funds for 8042, so please consider a 
donation.  Any amount will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

THE FAIRMOUNT PARK 
TROLLEY 
By Mike Friedberger 

 
I was fortunate to meet Harry Donahue on the 
recent Super Saturday SEPTA Fan Trip, where I 
learned we had many common experiences in 
our backgrounds, and from whom I first learned 
about a group called ñFriends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys.ò  It was a shock, thought, when Harry 
emailed me a newsletter entitled "FPT 
Newsletter.ò  To me, ñFPTò could never mean 
anything but ñFairmount Park Transitò or 
ñFairmount Park Trolley.ò  So, I simply HAD to 
join this group, because the Park Trolley WAS a 
ñPhiladelphia Trolleyò and I believe FPT should 
also be ñFriends of the Park Trolley!ò 
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The Park Trolley was a unique operation.  Its 
tracks were entirely within Fairmount Park.  It 
was designed to carry pleasure seekers to 
Woodside amusement Park, and it went there in 
a roundabout way rather than going directly from 
point A to point B.  It ran two car motor-trailer 
trains, and it was the last line in the country to 
use open-side cars in regular service.  Pictured 
above, the line was basically a big single track 
loop around the park from which two double 
track appendages came off, one at Junction, 
which went to a loop at 44th and Parkside, and 
the other at Greenland which went across the 
Strawberry Mansion Bridge to 33rd and Dauphin. 
The trolleys always, always, always went counter 
clockwise around the loop.  The route through 
Belmont went over the roadbed of the Belmont 
Inclined Plane of the 1830 Columbia Rail Road. 
 
The picture above shows the carbarn.  The map 
of the carbarnôs location on the little system is on 
the bottom left of the last page.  The carbarn is 

The Streamliner is published by the 

Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT FOUNDING MEMBERS: 

Harry Donahue, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

FPT ON THE WEB: 
FPTôs new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org. 
FPT has started a Yahoo Group. Check there for 
charter updates as well as to find The 
Streamliner online: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/FPT2168/info 
FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Friends-of- 
Philadelphia-Trolleys/180655945374324. 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage 
you to visit and support trolley museums 
dedicated to the preservation of Philadelphiaôs 
trolley heritage, including the following: 
 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
www.baltimorestreetcar.org 

Electric City Trolley Museum Association 
www.ectma.org 

New York Museum of Transportation 
www.nymtmuseum.org 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
www.pa-trolley.org 

Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article or suggestion youôd like to submit 
for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-mail 
address listed above.  
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still in existence as a maintenance shop for 
Fairmount Park, although the big water tower in 
back is gone.  The carbarn was lower than the 
route and they used to coast the trolleys 
backwards to get from the line to the carbarn.  
This can be seen in the photo below, where the 
two open cars are on the carbarn lead and a 
closed car is on the main line track from 
Belmont. 

 
The picture above shows a map of the 

Greenland junction.  The photo below shows a 

two-car train with trailer #50 on the straight 

"loop" track, where it will avoid taking the branch 

to 33rd and Dauphin.  The edge of Greenland 

station can be seen.  Continuing farther up the 

ñloopò line, the underpass under Greenland Drive 

as it appeared in 2015 is shown at the top right.  

The brackets, which supported the overhead 

wire along the ceiling of the tunnel, are 

amazingly still there! 

 

The picture on the top of the next page shows 

the map of the 33rd & Dauphin loop.  There is 

still a PRT terminal across 33rd St., where routes 

7, 8, and 39 ended to allow easy transfer from 

PRT to FPT.  The layout at FPT's Woodside 

Park Station is also shown.  There was a 

concrete open-air unloading platform followed by 

a covered loading platform with fare collection 

booths and turnstiles. 

 
Beyond the station there was a 10-car siding 

where trailers were stored to be able to better 

handle the crush of passengers when the Park 

closed at the end of the day.  Amazingly, the 

concrete platform was still there in 2015!  Finally, 

the layout of 44th & Parkside loop is shown with 

a photo (next page) of a car #26 at the 

passenger boarding station at the loop.  PRT 

had a loop and terminal across Parkside Ave at 

48th St., and Routes 40, 43, 38, and 38A 

terminated there to permit easy transfer between 

PRT and FPT.   
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Finally, there is a photo, on the right bottom, of 
the Park Trolley Line's work car.  It was made 
from a stripped-down closed car #9 and was 
designated #200.  And to top off the final 
coincidence, I am FPT member # 200!  So I 
guess you could say Iôm the OTHER 
FPTôs OTHER 200!

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


