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By Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn 
 
In the late 1990s, several trolley museums in the 
northeast began to hold an annual winter get-
together for the people who volunteer at the 
various museums.  The event has traditionally 
been held on a Friday and Saturday in February, 
when the museums are normally closed to the 
public and frequently around the President’s Day 
weekend.  The host museum would usually have 
a pizza party on Friday night along with guest 
operations.  On Saturday, there would be more 
guest operations along with a formal lunch 
and/or dinner with a slide or PowerPoint 
presentation informative program.  The idea was 
to foster a spirit of fellowship and cooperation 
among the different museums.  One of the 
benefits of these informal communications was 
that parts and various equipment could be 
located and traded between the various museum 
shops. 
 
This year, due to a variety of factors, none of 
these museums was able to host the event.  By 
early December, it looked as if there would be no 
Winterfest for 2017. 
 
Then one day in December, Bruce Wells of the 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (PTM) called Bill 

Monaghan with an idea:  Could Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys put together a Winterfest 
program in the city of Philadelphia?  Bill 
immediately contacted Harry Donahue and Matt 
Nawn.  Could a program be put together on such 
short notice?  Obviously, there could be no 
“guest operations” and the program would need 
the cooperation of South Eastern Pennsylvania 
Transit Authority (SEPTA). 
 
It was decided to build the event around 
SEPTA's eight broad gauge trolley lines, six in 
the City Division and two in the Suburban 
Division.  With the help of Ed Springer of 
SEPTA, FPT was able to arrange a Friday night 
charter on the suburban Media and Sharon Hill 
lines (former Red Arrow routes) using an 
multiple-unit Kawasaki train. 
 
Friday night’s charter began with a tour of the 
Norristown High Speed line’s P&W shop.  This is 
one of SEPTA’s newer rail facilities, rebuilt in 
anticipation of delivery of the N-5 cars.  These 
were purchased to replace the ageing Brill Bullet 
cars that were used on the line. 
 
Following the shop tour, all of the participants 
boarded a special N-5 car that shuttled everyone 
to the 69th Street Transportation Center.  At the 
Center, the group met the two-car train for a tour 
of the former Red Arrow lines.  Many photo 
opportunity stops were made and many took 
advantage of this. 
 
On Saturday, there was a five-hour charter on 
the City side using a multiple-unit two car 
Kawasaki train.  It should be noted that the city 
cars are very rarely used in multiple-unit service.  
Tours of both Elmwood Depot and Woodland 
Heavy Repair shops were included with the 
charter.  In addition to these tours, an on-the-car 
tour through the Callowhill Depot rounded out 
the day before proceeding back to Elmwood 
Depot where Saturday’s charter began. 
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Perhaps the longest part of the tour was 
navigating the #15 Girard Avenue line from one 
end to the other.  Saturday turned to be an early 
spring day, with temperatures climbing into the 
low 70’s.  While traffic on Girard Avenue was 
heavy enough, it was especially troublesome in 
the vicinity of Fairmount Park and the 
Philadelphia Zoo at Girard Avenue and 34th 
Street.  It seemed that many young families 
turned out en masse for a day’s outing to the 
zoo.  Automobiles attempting to turn left from 
either direction onto parking lots made for 

headaches for the operators of revenue Route 
#15 trolleys, addition to our two-car train. 
 
The terminus of our tour towards the eastern end 

of Girard Avenue was at the Frankfort and 

Delaware loop.  (The far eastern end of the line 

remains closed at Richmond and Westmoreland 

due to reconstruction of Interstate 95 over the 

line.)  It was interesting to watch locals react to 

seeing a Kawasaki two-car train alongside in-

service PCC II cars. 

Following the charter, there was self-guided tour 
of the Newtown Square Railroad Museum where 
former Red Arrow “Saint Louie” Streamliner #23 
will be restored as a static display just about one 
hundred feet from West Chester Pike where it 
once ran on the West Chester Line.  Later that 
Saturday evening, FPT hosted a pizza dinner at 

BOTTLENECK:  Winterfest 2017’s two-car train attempts to 
negotiate west-bound Girard Avenue at 34th Street.  A 
revenue PCC II car follows.  Some automobiles on the 
left failed to observe the posted warnings and would 
attempt to pull in front of the trolleys to make a left  turn.  
(This photo and all others in this issue of The 
Streamliner, unless otherwise noted, are by Bill 
Monaghan and the editor.) 

SAFETY VEST CONVENTION:  A photo opportunity presented 
itself at 54th and Lancaster Avenue.  Was it Winterfest or 
a safety vest convention?  (Photo by Dave Warner.) 

THE STAIRS LEAD TO:  The Friday night tour included a 
stop at Springfield Mall.  There are few picture takers on 
the platform.  Where did they go? 

TOP OF THE STEPS:  Climbing the stairs at the top of the 
Springfield Mall station provides a great bird’s eye view. 
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the Newtown Square Municipal Building, thanks 
to the efforts of John Nawn.  Matt Nawn gave a 
presentation about Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys and retired SEPTA engineer Russ 
Jackson presented a program on the 
development of SEPTA's Kawasaki light rail 
cars. 
 
Although the event was put together on very 
short notice, we had a total of 89 people 
registered and there is no doubt that everyone 

had to have a great time.  A committee was 
formed to look into which museum will host 
Winterfest for 2018. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys wishes to thank 
the South Eastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority for their assistance and wonderful 
hospitality in making this a successful event.  
Furthermore, FPT wishes to express its sincere 
thanks to all museums who supported and 
participated in this year's Winterfest. 
(Article continues on page 8, left column.)  
 

FPT MAKES IMPORTANT DONATION TO 
MARKET STREET RAILWAY 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys is always 

ready to assist in ensuring that trolleys from 

Philadelphia and now in other venues look their 

best, historically speaking.  Recently, FPT 

provided a historically correct decal to the Market 

Street Railway, for use on its PCC car #1055 

(former PTC/SEPTA #2122) when it returns from 

Brookville Equipment Corporation.  The text from 

FPT’s Harry Donahue to MSR’s Rick Laubscher 

below demonstrates FPT’s efforts. 

AT ELMWOOD DEPOT:  Winterfesters get a look at a PCC II 
on the pit.  Kawasaki LRVs share the same service area. 

P&W SHOP:  A Norristown High Speed Line car on 
electric lifts is being serviced. 

THE PICTURE-TAKER:  Rarely does the Picture-Taker get 
his picture taken.  Here’s Bill Monaghan getting his 
picture taken without his knowing it …until now. 



 

The Streamliner Page 4. Winter 2017 

FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19142 

 

Market Street Railway 

870 Market Street, Suite 803 

San Francisco CA 94102 

Attn:  Rick Laubscher 

 

March 1, 2017 

 

Dear Rick, 

 

On behalf of Friends of Philadelphia 

Trolleys, Inc. (FPT), I am sending you a 

new decal for use on PCC #1055 when it 

returns to MUNI from Brookville.  From 1942 

until the SEPTA era in the late 1960s, all 

Philadelphia PCCs had this decal near the 

front door.  We recently had the same decal 

made up for car #2743, which was recently 

restored at the Rockhill Trolley Museum in 

Pennsylvania, to its 1960 appearance with 

funding provided by FPT. 

 

FPT is a non-profit whose sole purpose is 

to raise funding for the restoration of 

Philadelphia area streetcars which are now 

in operating museums. 

 

We are hoping that you can get this decal 

to the right folks at MUNI so it can be put 

on the car.  (We have included a spare.) 

 

I have included a photo of a Philly car 

showing the exact location of the decal. 

 

Thanks, Rick.  Hope to see you during 

Heritage Weekend. 

 

Harry Donahue 

 

Harry Donahue 

Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

Harry Donahue provided a picture of the decal 

on car #2743 at Rockhill Trolley Museum, seen 

at the beginning of the article.  In addition, Harry 

took at picture (below left) of car #1055 on 

Castro Street in San Francisco, before its being 

shipped to Brookville for refurbishment. 

 

A WORTHWHILE BOOK 

 

Arcadia Publishing has announced Roger 

DuPuis II’s new book, Philadelphia Trolleys: 

From Survival to Revival.  For more information, 

click on the link below on how to order this book: 

https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/978

1467123884.  Mr. DuPuis’ book may also be 

found at Barnes and Noble on line. 

STARS ON RAILS:  Not really.  One of Winterfest’s 
attendees submitted this photo of the Media/Sharon Hill 
fan trip at the Aldan photo stop. 

https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467123884
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467123884
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WAY BACK WHEN 
By Harry Donahue 

 
Here are a few pictures from the Ernie Mozer 
collection.  Ernie was a long-time and well-
known trolley operator for the Philadelphia 
Transportation Company and the South Eastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority from 1942 
until 1984.  He worked out of the Callowhill and 
Woodland Depots, often taking his camera to 
work with him.  In his last years with SEPTA, he 
worked as a cashier on the Market-Frankfort 
Elevated line. 
 
It was not uncommon for “old-timers,” such as 
Ernie, to take a camera with them to work.  For 
this reason, we are indebted to him, and many 
others, for leaving such a legacy for future 
generations. 

 

PTC/SEPTA PCC #2168 GETS 
REBUILT MOTOR-GENERATOR SET 

 
As they say, “stuff happens.”  One of the most 
necessary pieces of equipment on a PCC car is 
its motor-generator set.  Simply stated, a motor-
generator (an M-G set or a dynamotor for 
dynamo-motor) is a device for converting 
electrical power to another form.  Motor-
generator sets are used to convert frequency, 
voltage or phase of power.  In the case of the 
PCC car, the motor generator set is used to 
generate 32 volts direct current (VDC) for the 
car’s control circuitry, some lighting and to keep 
back-up batteries charged.  The motor part of the 
M-G is powered by the 600 VDC trolley current.  

MISSOURI CARS ARRIVE:  Ernie Mozer’s camera captures 
the delivery of former Kansas City and Saint Louis PCC 
cars at the Wyoming Shops in 1955.  K.C. cars #751, 
#763, #739 and #777 became PTC #2273, #2274, #2272 
and #2271.  Saint Louis cars #1594, #1510, #1596, 
#1574, and #1552 were purchased December 1954. 

BRAND-NEW PCC:  #2145 being delivered near the loop at 
48th and Parkside in West Philadelphia in June 1948.  All 
PCCs purchased new were delivered there except for the 
20 original cars in 1938, which were delivered to the J.G. 
Brill Company’s plant, off Woodland Avenue. 

CHANGING ENDS:  Double-ended car #4083 changes ends 
at 58th Street and Woodland Avenue.  After the war, a 
loop was built on the west side of 58th Street for Route # 
46 cars. 

ON THE SHUTTLE:  Winterfesters await the departure of the 
special shuttle car from the P&W shop to the 69th Street 
Transportation Center to begin Friday evening’s 
excursion.  The trip covered the Sharon Hill and Media 
lines. 
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This, in turn, drives a generator that produces 32 
VDC.  A major part of this unit also incorporates 
a squirrel-cage blower that cools the car’s 
electrical controls.  The heat coming from the 
control is either used to warm the car in 
wintertime or is vented to outside the car. 
 
Like any piece of mechanical equipment, sooner 
or later, M-G sets fail.  When such a device fails 
on a PCC car, the car is not operable.  Car 
#2168 recently became victim to “stuff happens.”  
When this occurred, the Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys sprang into action and replaced the 
car’s M-G set.  Replacing these units is not as 
easy a changing a tire, but with the efforts of Ed 
Amrhein, Jerry Evans, Harry Donahue, Matt 
Nawn and Bill Monaghan, car #2168 is happy as 
clam.  Harry provided the pictures below of their 
project on October 8, 2016. 
 
As result of their efforts, FPT’s Annual Twenty-
Dollar Day, held in November, included #2168 in 
its day of operations.  There were no 
disappointments. 

 

 
The first picture on the left is Ed, Jerry and Matt 
(left to right) inspecting a bearing on #2168’s M-
G set.  The next picture (below left) is Matt, Bill 
and Ed (left to right) inspecting a possible 
replacement.  The one above is Jerry taking a 
break to “think things through.” 
 
The pictures below are from the November 5, 
2016 Twenty-Dollar Day by Bill Monaghan.  
Flash lighting was provided by Bruce Barry, 
Steve Barry and Michael Burkhart. 
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SUPER SATURDAY 
TROLLEY SPECIAL 

 
On Saturday, February 4, 2017, the Wilmington 
Chapter of the National Railroad Historical 
Society sponsored its annual Super Saturday 
XXIV PCC Charter.  Judging from these pictures, 
it was a cloudless, picture-perfect day. 
 
Interested in taking a PCC charter?  FPT is 
scheduling one for Sunday, May 21, 2017.  
Check out the attached flyer for more 
information. 

1½ FACES OF MR. PCC:  Andrew Nawn catches a few 
quick winks at a restaurant before Friday’s excursion.  
He was fine fettle for Saturday’s event having just 
inspected the SEPTA trolley behind him.  (The left 
picture was snapped by the editor; the one on the right is 
from Harry Donahue.) 

TAKE NEXT CAR:  Saturday’s lead car #9039 was full of 
safety vests.  Photo below shows trailing car #9053 
turning right onto Woodland Avenue from Island Road. 
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(Continued from page 3.)  Our organization firmly 
believes that in the current and projected future, 
eras of limited resources, particularly with 
regards to funding and volunteer participation, it 
is imperative for all museums to work 
cooperatively together to meet their individual 
and collective goals.  FPT is honored to help 
facilitate this spirit of cooperation through the 
hosting of the 2017 Winterfest and through our 
restoration grants and technical assistance 
services. 
 

MORE ABOUT “SAINT LOUIE” #23 
By Matt Nawn 

 
In November of 2015, a former Red Arrow car 
came back “home” to the area where it spent its 
operating life.  Through the cooperation of 
Branford Electric Railway Association, which 
obtained the title to PST/SEPTA car #23 and the 
Rockhill Trolley Museum, where the car was 
stored for many years, car #23 was donated to 
the Newtown Square Railroad Museum in 
Newtown Square, PA, which is located in Drexel 
Lodge Park along West Chester Pike and 
adjacent to where Car #23 operated from 1949 
to 1954.   
 
The car has been on display in its current state 
since its arrival at the museum; the unloading of 
which was also assisted by several FPT 
members.  This past summer, FPT developed a 
restoration plan and restoration cost estimate for 
the Newtown Square Railroad Museum, and the 
museum has, in turn, recently received a 
$22,000.00 donation from a local corporate 
sponsor to start the first phase of a stabilization 
and cosmetic restoration of the car back to its 
original Red Arrow Lines configuration.  Museum 
volunteers have been hard at work since 
November 2015 researching information about 
the car and restoration methods, thanks largely 

to the support of Mr. Bruce Wells at 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum and Mr. Bill Wall 
from Shoreline Trolley Museum.   
 
For more information regarding the Newtown 
Square Railroad Museum, please visit their 
website at http://newtownsquare-
railroadmuseum.org/ or their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/NewtownSquareRailr
oadMuseum.  For specific information on the 
restoration of Car #23, including information on 
how to donate and/or volunteer, please contact 
Mr. John A. Nawn, Trolley Project Manager, at 
janawn64@gmail.com. 
 

The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT FOUNDING MEMBERS: 

Harry Donahue, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

FPT ON THE WEB: 
FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org. 
FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Friends-of- 
Philadelphia-Trolleys/180655945374324. 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage 
you to visit and support trolley museums 
dedicated to the preservation of Philadelphia’s 
trolley heritage, including the following: 
 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
www.baltimorestreetcar.org 

Electric City Trolley Museum Association 
www.ectma.org 

New York Museum of Transportation 
www.nymtmuseum.org 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
www.pa-trolley.org 

Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article or suggestion you’d like to submit 
for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-mail 
address listed above. 

AT ITS NEW HOME:  Former Red Arrow 
Lines/PSTC/SEPTA “Saint Louie” car #23 patiently 
awaits its new roof and cosmetic restoration at the 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum. 

http://newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org/
http://newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewtownSquareRailroadMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/NewtownSquareRailroadMuseum
mailto:janawn64@gmail.com


 

FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHA TROLLEYS 
WILL SPONSOR A TROLLEY EXCURSION 

SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2017 
 

This charter is in conjunction with the EAST PENN TRACTION MEET in Allentown, Pennsylvania on 
Friday and Saturday, May 19 and 20, 2017. 

Time and place: 11: 00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., departing from SEPTA's Elmwood Depot 
Equipment:  PCC II 
Fare:   $45.00 per person 
Routing:  To be determined 
Extras:  Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase on the car. 
 
To reserve a seat, please mail check for $45.00 made out to FPT, Inc., to Harry Donahue, 103 
Mulberry Court, Morgantown PA 19543.  Need more information?  Contact Harry Donahue at 
HAD2709@AOL.COM OR Bill Monaghan at TROLLEYDRIVER@COMCAST.NET. 
 
Name:                

Address:                

City:          State:     ZIP:     

Email:        Total Amount Enclosed: $     

Phone:       

mailto:had2709@aol.com
mailto:trolleydriver@comcast.net


FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

 

HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 
 

Check one:   New Member (Welcome!)    Renewal (Thanks for Renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          

 

I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC. as indicated below and enclose the current dues: 
 
Please check one: 

  Regular $35.00 

  Student (under 18) $15.00 

  Retired (over 60) $25.00 

  Life member $500.00 

  Additional Donation $  

Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. Box 33397, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
has donated $155,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1 to the following June 30.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 



 

 
 

 
 

Polo Shirts: $20.00 (S-XL) $25.00 (2XL-Up) 
Hoodies or Zipper:  $35.00 (S-XL) $40.00 (2XL-Up) 

 
Name:                

Address:                

City:        State:      ZIP:     

 
 2168  2743  Winterfest 2017 

 
 Polo Shirt  Size:    

 Hoodie  Size:    

 Zipper Hoodie Size:    

 
Shipping is $7.00 per item. 

Make check payable to Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
Post Office Box 33397, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142 

Need more information? Call Cyrillic Design. 
Lisa Monaghan 
(856) 449-9440 

 


