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Article and Photos by Matt Nawn, 

FPT Founding Member 
 

o celebrate the 125th anniversary of the 
first electric trolley operation in the City of 
Philadelphia, The South Eastern 

Pennsylvania Transportation Authority held a 
small, but professional and well-run event on 
December 15, 2017 at its Elmwood Depot.  The 
event started at 10 A.M. and lasted about 25 
minutes, with some remarks by SEPTA officials 
and the formal introduction of specially 
“wrapped” Kawasaki Light Rail Vehicle #9043, 
which will operate in its commemorative 
decoration in regular service for at least the 
short-term future. 
 
Friends Philadelphia Trolleys members Harry 
Donahue, Mike Szilagyi, George Rich and your 
writer were among the attendees at this event.  
FPT’s support of the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s electric railway heritage was noted 
in the remarks during the event.  FPT is honored 
to be a partner in keeping this history alive for 
future generations. 
 
The first electric trolley operation in Philadelphia 
commenced on December 15, 1892 on the 
Catherine and Bainbridge line of the Philadelphia 
Traction Company, an early predecessor of the 
PRT.  Electric operation on this route was later 
designated as Route #63 and was converted to 
bus operation on June 19, 1955.  Route #63 
itself disappeared on January 26, 1962 when it 
was combined with Route #64. 
 

Here are a few pictures from the day’s festivities.  
Needless to say, looking at the attendee’s 
apparel, it was indeed a cold day. 

 

 

Speaking of wrapped car #9043, mark your 
calendar now for Sunday, June 17, 2018.  The 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolley will be hosting its 
biennial Father’s Day Trolley Excursion, using 
this very car.  More details will follow in a future 
Streamliner issue as to the departure time, route 
and fare.  Stay tuned! 
  

T 
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ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN 
REQUESTED FOR P.C.C. 2740 

Pictures and Story by Harry Donahue 
 

This past fall, the Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys received a request for assistance in the 
restoration of SEPTA P.C.C. #2740, which has 
been in operation at the National Museum of 
Transportation in Kirkwood, Missouri.  Car #2740 
was sold by SEPTA to the museum in 1994 and 
has been part of the regular the Museum’s 
operating fleet.  The car had a cosmetic paint job 
in PTC colors some years ago, but now a much 
more extensive restoration is planned, including 
the interior. 
 
Since FPT had just completed the restoration of 
#2743, the museum reached out to us for help.  
In the next issue of The Streamliner, we will have 
more specific details on what help FPT will be 
able to offer #2740. 

 

The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT DIRECTORS: 

Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

EDITOR 
Editor Secretum 

 
FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-

Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324/ 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
encourage you to visit and support trolley 
museums dedicated to the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, including the 
following: 
 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
www.baltimorestreetcar.org 

Electric City Trolley Museum Association 
www.ectma.org 

New York Museum of Transportation 
www.nymtmuseum.org 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
www.pa-trolley.org 

Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

Halton County Radial Railway 
www.hcry.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment 
you’d like to submit for the newsletter?  
Contact us via the e-mail address listed above. 
 

© 2018, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

AT REST: Former SEPTA car #2743 undercover at the National 
Transportation Museum.  The picture below is the car in the shop with 
its removed trolley base shroud behind the vehicle. 
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TROLLEYS AND 
SNOWY WINTER WEATHER 

 
Although this is the Fall 2017 issue, as of this 
writing, we’re not even quite half way through 
winter, but have endured some of the coldest 
weather in some time.  FPT member Harry 
Donahue has submitted these photos to remind 
us the cold weather. 
 
The picture below is car #9088 on Route #15 
caught by Marcus McKnight on the same day.  
Because of their heavier weight, the Kawasaki 
cars seem to do better than P.C.C. cars in snowy 
weather.  Kawasaki cars were also used on 
Route #15 that day in lieu of P.C.C. II vehicles. 
 
On the top right picture, Bill Monaghan 
photographed wrapped car #9043 at Elmwood 
Depot on December 15, 2017.  The car was 
awaiting its next run.  Trolleys always seem to 
look nicer in snowy weather. 

 
The picture below is a complete change of 
weather.  In Jeremy Whitman’s photo, former 
SEPTA #2101, now operating for MUNI as car 
#1062, is passing the Ferry Building in late 
December, a different kind of winter sky than we 
get in the Philadelphia area.  Car #1062 is 
recently returned from a complete rebuilding at 
Brookville Equipment Corporation and is now 
painted to honor Pittsburgh Railways.  Note the 
Christmas wreath hanging the front of the car. 
 

The picture below needs no introduction.  Here’s 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum member Tom 
Caldwell as the Jolly Old Elf at the Museum’s 
Santa’s Streetcar Event on December 15, 2015. 

NEEDS ATTENTION: The front of car #2743 show the serious rust 
problems that need attention. 
NEEDS ATTENTION: The front of car #2743 show the serious rust 
problems that need attention. 
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FROM THE 
ERNIE MOZER COLLECTION 

By Harry Donahue 
 
We thought that you would enjoy some more 
pictures from Ernie’s collection.  As you probably 
know, Ernie well documented Philadelphia’s 
trolley over the years.  Each one of them has a 
story to tell. 

The picture above is Philadelphia Transportation 
Company’s (PTC) car #2039 pulling into the 
Callow Hill Depot on Friday, May 17, 1946.  The 
car was one of ten one-man cars (#2031-2040) 
sent to Callow Hill from Luzerne Depot in 1942, 
when PTC realized that the 80 two-man cars 
(#2501-2580) were insufficient to cover all of the 
Route #13 and #42 runs.  Conductor booths 
were installed in cars #2031-2040. 
 
The picture below is P.C.C. #2128, the “Safety 
Car” on Route #42 at 33rd and Walnut Streets 
on Sunday. July 31, 1955.  Route #42, along 
with Route #13, was a two-man line on 
weekdays in 1955, but on weekends, the one-
man #2100-series all electrics could be found in 
service.  The sign on the front of car reads 
CURB THAT URGE TO JAYWALK.  Jaywalking 
was a problem in many cities’ downtown central 
business districts.  Now it’s a problem 
everywhere. 
 
And finally, here’s a double-end “Hog Island” car 
#4102 that has just changed ends at the 58th 
Street and Woodland Avenue terminus of Route 

#46 in July 1942.  After World War II, an off-
street loop was built.  Route #46 was a very 
heavy West Philly line that connected with ten 
other trolley lines. 

 
FPT RAISES $870.00 AT 
TWENTY DOLLAR DAY 

 
Saturday, November 4, 2017, turned out to be a 
perfect fall day for another edition of FPT’s 
Twenty Dollar Day at the Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum.  The funds raised will be used for 
various projects, sponsored by FPT.  Bill 
Monaghan submitted these pictures to share the 
day’s activities. 
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As you can see from Bill’s pictures, the fall 
colors, the food, the streetcars and the attendees 
were plentiful.  As they say, “a good time was 
had by all.” 
 

RESTORATION OF FORMER 
RED ARROW LINES CAR #23 

MOVING FORWARD 
Article and Photos by John Nawn 

 
We are happy to report that restoration of former 
SEPTA/Red Arrow Lines car #23 by the 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum has taken a 
significant step forward this past fall.  John 
Nawn, Project Manager for the restoration of car 
#23, has advised Friends Philadelphia Trolleys 
that the project recently received a substantial 
donation from a local corporation, enabling roof 
work and short-term body preservation work to 
commence.  The first major steps taken before 
the onset of winter weather were to remove the 
deteriorated roof sections in their entirety and 
provide a short-term prime coat over the car 
body ends to avoid further deterioration.  

Volunteers are managing the effort, with 
professional contractors hired to install a new 
roof, new doors and car body restoration this 
coming spring and summer. 
 
FPT has provided technical support to the Car 
#23 Project, including writing of a scope of work, 
development of a cost estimate, and technical 
review of the proposed roof repair methods.  
FPT also provided a restoration grant to the 
project earlier in 2017.  Several other trolley 
museums and associated individuals have 
provided information and resources to the 
project, including Bill Wall from the Branford 
Electric Railway Association and Bruce Wells 
from Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.   
 
We commend the Newtown Square Railroad 
Museum for their efforts to preserve a former 
Red Arrow Lines trolley car in the geographic 
area in which it was operated and applaud the 
efforts of museum volunteers John Nawn and 
George Sharretts to manage and oversee this 
work.  For more details about the Car #23 
project, contact John Nawn at 
JANAWN64@GMAIL.COM. 
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The pictures on the previous page and above 
show the removal of the deteriorated wood and 
canvas roof sections that are nearing 
completion, enabling preservation of steel areas 
to be done prior to installation of a new roof. 
 
The picture below shows the temporary primer 
being applied to avoid further deterioration 
before car body restoration begins this spring.  
The following two pictures the next column show 
the temporary priming work completed.  Both car 
ends and car side body are now sealed for 
winter storage. 

 

PTC #8042 MOVES INTO PTM 
RESTORATION SHOP 

 
Fantastic news!  In early November 2017, PTC 
#8042 was officially moved into the restoration 
shop at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, 
where the first of a three-part restoration will 
commence, namely, the complete rebuilding of 
the 1923 Brill car's front platform that will begin.  
An outside contractor will be leading the project, 
assisted by a team of PTM volunteers.  This part 
of the restoration will cost about $40,000.00.  
FPT wishes to thank all who have been 
contributing to this worthwhile endeavor. 
 
However, we cannot rest on our laurels.  
Fundraising must continue, so please use the 
attached flyer and help support #8042.  Why not 
make a monthly donation, no matter what the 
amount?  Please pass this flyer on to other fans 
of Philly's old trolleys.  FPT will keep you posted 
on the car's progress. 
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Pennsylvania Trolley Museum and Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys member Jack Demnyan 
furnished these photos below, showing #8042 in 
the PTM restoration shop. 

AND NOW, A COUPLE OF 
RANDOM PICTURES 

 
Intrepid photographers Bill Monaghan and Matt 
Nawn always send plenty of pictures to be used 
in The Streamliner.  Here are some extras for 
your enjoyment. 
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SPRING ARRIVES ON 
TUESDAY, MARCH 20TH 

 
It happens every year.  Spring arrives on March 
20th.  Virtually all of our associated trolley 
museums in the north eastern United States and 
Canada are closed during the winter months.  
Here is a schedule of the spring openings of 
these museums.  Let us know if we missed your 
museum. 
 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum ... March 23, 2018 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum........ March 4, 2018 
Electric City Trolley Museum ......... April 26, 2018 
Shoreline Trolley Museum .............. May 5, 2018 
Seashore Trolley Museum .............. May 5, 2018 
Connecticut Trolley Museum...... March 24, 2018 
Trolley Museum of New York ............. Late April† 
Rockhill Trolley Museum ............... May 26, 2018 
Halton County Radial Railway ......... May 5, 2018 

 
†Check this museum’s website for further details.  
The information above was collected from each 
listed Museum’s website.  It is suggested that 
you check your museum of choice’s website in 
advance before visiting to avoid being 
disappointed. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 
Keep in mind that Twenty Dollar Day at the 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum will be here before 
you know it in November.  Remember that this is 
a major fundraiser for Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys.  Information on the date for the event 
will be in a future issue of The Streamliner. 



 

 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation. 
 

Yes!  I would like to help with car #8042’s restoration campaign. 
 

Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount:  $     

 

Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure to mark on your 
check that your donation is for car #8042.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Mail to: Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 33397 
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHEN: Saturday, April 28, 2018; 9:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M. 
WHERE: Electric City Trolley Museum, 235 Montage Mountain Road, Moosic PA 18507 
FARE: $40.00 per person 
DETAILS: Join the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys and the Electric City Trolley Museum (ECTM) for their first-

ever photo charter on Electric City’s trolley line.  The trip will meet at 235 Montage Mountain Road, 
Moosic PA 18507 (adjacent to PNC Field) promptly at 9:00 A.M. for a safety orientation and shop tour.  
The trip will leave at 9:30 A.M. with Philadelphia Suburban Transportation Company’s #80 and return at 
12 Noon for a lunch stop.  The second part of the day we will leave at 1 P.M. with Philadelphia 
Suburban Transportation Company’s Strafford Car #164 from Moosic to ECTM in Scranton for a one-
hour self-guided tour.  We will have photo stops along the line in the morning and in the afternoon.  All 
proceeds will go to ECTM for upkeep and restoration of Philadelphia trolleys in their collection. 

 
 Please cut below on the dotted line and send your order form in with your payment.  

Name:                

Address:                

City:       State:      ZIP:     

Email:          Phone:        

Number of tickets requested:     

Total amount enclosed: $   

Please mail you check or money order, payable to FPT, Inc., to: HARRY DONAHUE, 103 MULBERRY COURT, 

MORGANTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 19543.  Thank you for your support! 


