
Published by the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
Volume 12, Number 1 Winter 2018 

 

By Harry Donahue 
 

rill double-end car #5205, built in 1923 for 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit (PRT), will be 
the beneficiary of all proceeds from FPT's 

Photo Charter at Electric City Trolley Museum on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018.  This car was part of an 
order of 135 double-ended, two motor cars, 
#5200-5334; only #5205 and sister car #5326, 
now preserved at the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum, survive today. 
 
In 1941, sixteen of the cars, including #5205, 
were overhauled and given new floors, new 
braking and herringbone gears and pinions to 
make them quieter and speed their operation.   
They were painted in a new scheme of a brighter 
green and cream instead of their original 1923 
orange and cream scheme.  There were plans to 
rebuild many more of the 1923 double-end cars, 
but World War II interrupted the program. 
 
The sixteen rebuilds, now dubbed DERs (Double 
End Rebuilds) by Philadelphia Transportation 
Company (PTC), were assigned to Route #52—
Chelten Avenue, where they remained until that 
line was bused in early 1956.  The DERs then 
ran on Route #60—Allegheny Avenue for a few 
months and, finally, were assigned to Route #46, 
the heavy 58th and 60th Streets line in West 
Philadelphia, until its demise on August 11, 
1957. 
 
FPT Founding Member, Dave Horwitz recently 
reminisced about #5205 and the end of the 
conventional (non-PCC) trolleys in Philly: 
 

“An arrangement was made and a cash down 
payment on #5205 was given to PTC by Albert G. 
Roth in late Spring 1957.  As you remember, the 
original date for the conversion of Route #46 was 
June 23, but was then postponed until August 11.  
Roth owned land, not really a farm, except for tax 
purposes, in Tansboro NJ.  He planned on making 
#5205 the genesis of a trolley museum beginning 
in 1958, after the last of the conventional cars were 
retired.  Another young man in his early 20’s, J.F.X. 
Moore, also gave a down payment on car #5306 

and Ernest J. Armstrong, a New York rail fan, 
made the same arrangements for SER (Single End 
Rebuild) #8042.  I don't know who made the 
original arrangements for #5326 or #5327.  The 
name of Roth’s incipient museum was the 
Delaware Valley Shortline. 
 
Somehow Armstrong financially lost out on #8042 
and Moore moved to Texas in early 1958 and was 
never heard from again.  PTC allowed #5306 to sit 
in the back of #4 bay at Woodland for a year before 
giving up on Moore and scrapping the car.  Thus, 
#5306 was the last conventional car to leave the 
property.  For the three remaining DERs, #5205, 
#5326 and #5327, the arrangement was that the 
finalization of the sale could not take effect until 
Route #46, the last DE line on the system, was 
abandoned.  For the SER #8042 and any other 
#8000s that might be purchased, the arrangement 
with PTC was the same, namely, the sales could 
not be finalized until after Routes #17 and #32, 
based at Southern Depot, were abandoned on 
December 29, 1957.  This is how and why Ernie 
Mozer was able to operate #8131, one of his 
favorites, on trips in 1957.  Once, we went to 
Southern Depot with Ernie on #5205, parked it 
there and then took out #8131 for a loop run on 
Snyder Ave and back, then back to Woodland on 
#5205. 
 
PTC allowed Roth, who paid off the car shortly 
after the Route #46 abandonment on August 11, to 
repaint the car orange and make other cosmetic 
changes.  Woodland Shop continued to perform 
regular maintenance on the car as long as it was 
there.  To raise some money, and have some fun 
too, I guess, Roth began running Sunday afternoon 

B 
AT THE PORTAL: Ernie Mozer snapped this picture of #5205 at 
the 40th Street portal on a December 29, 1957 fan trip … the 
last day for conventional trolleys. 
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charters from Labor Day until December 29th.  
There were no instructors or supervisors on these 
trips and no special routing other than not to pull a 
stunt like what had happened with #8042 earlier 
that year.  (See the Spring 2016 issue of The 
Streamliner.) 
 
We were only allowed on Route #46 from the Vine 
Street pull-in and north.  It was usually Ernie 
Mozer, or sometimes Irv Blakesley, operating, and 
they went where they wanted to go.  No rail fans 
operated the car.  I went on most of the trips.  The 
fare was either $3.00 or $5.00 depending on the 
length of the trip.  Most trips concentrated on lines 
or trackage that was going to be abandoned.  For 
example, we never did the upper ends of Routes 
#47 or #50, since they were ‘safe.’ 
 
The longest single ride I ever took on PTC was on 
#5205, with Ernie operating, from Woodland Depot 
to the Navy Yard via Route #20, then north to 
Broad and Olney and on to Willow Grove via Route 
#6, then back to Woodland.  On the last day of the 
conventional cars, December 29, 1957, there were 
two SERS out from Southern Depot and #5205 
from Woodland.  I rode #5205‼!” 
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FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-

Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324/ 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
encourage you to visit and support trolley 
museums dedicated to the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, including the 
following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

Halton County Radial Railway 
www.hcry.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment 
you’d like to submit for the newsletter?  
Contact us via the e-mail address listed above. 

 
© 2018, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

  

AT SOUTHERN DEPOT: Ernie Mozer is on top of car #5205 
apparently correcting a trolley pole problem during the 
December 29th fan trip. (Ernie Mozer collection.) 

ANOTHER FAN TRIP: Ernie Mozer snapped this picture of car 
#5306 at Hunting Park on a March 3, 1953 fan trip.  It would be 
the last conventional non-PCC car on the system until another 
Brill car (SER #8534) ran 21 years later. 
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80TH ANNIVERSARY OF PCC 
CARS IN PHILADELPHIA 

By Harry Donahue 
 
This year marks the 80th anniversary of the 

arrival of the first PCCs in the City of 

Philadelphia.  The Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co 

(PRT) ordered twenty one-man cars (#2001-

#2020), which were delivered by the Saint Louis 

Car Company, in July 1938.  PRT worked out an 

arrangement with the J.G. Brill Company, which 

had a rail siding along its southwest Philadelphia 

plant to have the cars delivered there. 

 
The new cars operated out of Luzerne Depot for 
22 years, almost exclusively on Route #53, the 
Wayne Avenue line, which ran from Luzerne to 

Wayne and Carpenter Lane in the West Mount 
Airy section of the city. 
 
Prior to entering service on August 14, 1938, 
about seven of the cars were taken on a parade 
through the Center City business area, so the 
cars could be seen by large crowds of the public.  
This publicity event was staged because Route 
#53 did not go near the downtown area and PRT 
wanted to show off the new cars. 
 
By 1960, several years after the National City 
Lines (NCL) takeover of the city transit system, 
the original fleet had become surplus and they 
were all scrapped in October of that year.  
Unfortunately, none of the original 1938 cars 
were preserved.  

OCTOBER 15, 1957 FAN TRIP: Ernie Mozer snapped this picture 
of car #5206, passing PCC #2632 on Chester Avenue at 
Yeadon on the #62—Darby/Yeadon Shuttle. 

ON CHELTEN AVENUE: Car #5205 passing a black 1947 Buick 
on the trolley’s left side.  This car ran on the #52 line from 
1941 until early 1956. (Author’s collection.) 

READY FOR SERVICE: Brand-spanking new, car #2001 is parked 
at Luzerne Depot, prior to entering service in August 1938. 
 (Official PRT photograph.) 

AT WILLOW GROVE: Car #2002 in the mid-1950’s on Route #6.  
Although the original PCCs were usually found on Rt. 53, by 
the 1950s they were occasionally found on some of the one-
man lines out of Luzerne Depot. (Ernie Mozer collection.) 
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PROGRESS REPORT ON 
PTC #8042 

 
The picture above, provided by Scott Becker of 
the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, shows how 
your donations to PTC car #8042 are helping.  
The new ash corner posts for the front platform 
have arrived at PTM's shop where the 1923 Brill 
single ender is being restored.  Please keep 
those donations coming in.  Use the handy form 
included in this issue to send in yours … today! 
 

THE EASTER BUNNY 
VISITS TWO 

TROLLEY MUSEUMS 
 
On the weekend of April 24-25, 2018, the 
Rockhill Trolley Museum and Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum hosted a visit from the Easter Bunny.  
Here are a few pictures showing the Easter 
Bunny’s visits to each Museum.  

ON PARADE: Car #2005, at 32nd and Chestnut Streets, is ready 
to lead a parade of brand new PCCs through the downtown 
area, complete with a police escort.  Since Route #53 did not 
go anywhere near the Center City area, PRT was anxious to 
show off the new cars to the public. (Official PRT photograph.) 

END OF THE LINE: By 1959 the NCL management, anxious to cut 
back on the number of streetcars, began to side line the 1938 
cars.   Here we see car #2015 parked in dead storage next to 
tow car U-35 (ex-#5008) at Luzerne Depot.  Below, car #2020, 
seen here in August 1959, at Luzerne, was active almost to the 
end in 1960. (Author’s photos.) 
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PHILLY PCC CAR NEWS 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO 

By Harry Donahue 
 
MUNI PCC #1050, which is ex-SEPTA #2119, 
just back from a complete rebuild at Brookville 
Equipment Corporation, recently finished its 
1,000 mile burn-in period and is now back in 
service of the F Line.  Car #1050 is now painted 
to honor the St. Louis Public Service Company.  
The photos at the top right were taken Eric 
Sanders and Jeremy Whiteman, respectively. 
 
MUNI PCC #1063, ex-SEPTA #2096, was cut off 
by a truck on its pull-in run to Muni Metro East on 
January 1, 2018.  The mishap was captured in 
the next photo by Jeremy Whitman.  The car, 
painted to honor the Baltimore Transit 
Company’s (BTC) original PCC livery, had only 
been back in service a short time after its return 
from Brookville.  The car had been previously 

painted in BTC’s National City Lines’ final yellow 
and grey color scheme for Baltimore. 

 

 

DUES WILL SOON 
BE DUE 

 
It’s hard to believe, but our membership 
year ends on June 30, 2018.  Why not 
beat the rush and send in your dues 
renewal now?  The renewal form is 
included in this The Streamliner.  
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WINTERFEST 2018 REPORT 
Article and Photos by Bill Monaghan 

 
This year’s Cabin Fever Day/Winterfest event 
was held in Canada at Halton County Radial 
Railway on February 16 and 17, 2018.  This is 
an annual gathering of officials and volunteers 
from trolley museums. This year's event included 
a tour of Toronto Transit Commission Leslie Car 
Barn.  The event is rotated among affiliated 
trolley museums for a weekend of socializing, 
operating and fun.  As this event is mainly for the 
active volunteers at the various trolley museums, 
it is one of the benefits of volunteering!  A big 
thank you goes to the Halton County Radial 
Railway for hosting the event this year. 
 
The picture above shows Peter Witt Toronto 
Transit Commission (TTC) cars #2424 and 
#2894 and rail grinder car PCC #W-30 bringing 
up the rear on February 16, 2018.  These cars 
are out on the line with guest operators.  During 
Winterfest you are allow to operate the trolleys at 
the host museum.  The one below is a low floor 
Light Rail Vehicle (LRV), seen inside at TTC’s 
Leslie Car Barn on February 18, 2018 during a 
shop tour.  (Editor’s note: we heard through the 
trolley grapevine that this article’s writer was able 
to operate a new LRV in the Leslie yard.) 

REMEMBERING 
JERRY D. KELLY 
FPT MEMBER #2 

By Matt Nawn 
 

The trolley preservation 
movement lost a truly 
remarkable and dedicated 
individual, and many of us lost a 
dear friend as well, with the 
passing of Jerry Kelly on 
February 20, 2018.  Jerry is 
survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Barbara and his daughter M. 
Colleen Kelly Gellatly and her 
husband William Gellatly.  Jerry 
was predeceased by his son, 

Timothy Kelly, who passed away in 1995. 
 
Jerry spent most of his life in the Baltimore area, 
and was a walking encyclopedia of all things 
related to Baltimore streetcars and Baltimore in 
general.  He had an engaging personality and 
was a true gentleman in every sense of the 
word.  Whether it was greeting museum visitors, 
sharing a story of times past on a rail-related trip, 
or simply the occasional greeting to wish friends 
and family well, Jerry was a person who made 
an unforgettable and positive impact on every life 
he touched.  He will be sorely missed. 
 
Along with 35 years of membership at the 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum, and joining The 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys as regular 
member #2 in the group’s earliest days, Jerry 
also volunteered for many years at the Babe 
Ruth and Sports Legends Museum and was 
active at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in 
Reisterstown, Maryland.  Jerry was also a 
member of the Rockhill Trolley Museum and in 
recent years was the lucky winner of a Members’ 
Day drawing which entitled him a chance to 
operate the Liberty Liner “Independence Hall.” 
 
On a personal level, I will truly miss Jerry’s 
presence and our enjoyable conversations.  We 
shared great experiences together on many 
Philadelphia chartered “fan trips,” including the 
unforgettable “Three Generation Trip” in 1999 
(which included future BSM-owned and FPT-
restored car #2168); trips to Toronto and 
Newark; and Jerry and Barbara’s attendance at 
my wedding in 2002.  I regret that Jerry did not 
live long enough to see former NJ Transit #26 be 
completed, but I will certainly think of him when 
the day comes for the ceremonial first trip.  Rest 
in Peace, dear friend! 
 
More pictures of Jerry may be found on page 8 
of The Streamliner.  
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ANOTHER PROGRESS 
REPORT ON PTC #8042 

 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn have provided 
some pictures, top and top right, and the names 
of those who have kindly donated to the car’s 
restoration.  The pictures, top left and bottom 
right, show the work being done on the car’s 
corner post, using ash wood, well-known for its 
hardwood properties.  There are more picture on 
page 8 of The Streamliner. 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys would like to 
sincerely thank those persons, listed below, for 
their donations toward the restoration of car 
#8042.  Their generosity has ensured work 
continues on this very worthy project. 
 

Bob Brooks 
Harry Donahue 

Burton Eisenberg 
Howard Goodman 

Mike Hardy 
Neil McAuliffe 

Lee Mistrik 

Tom Moran 
Leonard Resto, Jr. 
Dale Rothenberger 

Hubert Tuohy 
Jim Walsh 
Bob Wright 

 
Also, here are a couple more pictures from the 
2018 Winterfest from Bill Monaghan. 
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In the picture above, you never knew what kind 

of characters you might find riding the back of a 

PCC Car in Newark, New Jersey circa 1999 on 

that city’s trolley subway.  From left to right, 

Sean Monaghan, Bill Monaghan (behind Sean), 

Bill Keigher, an unidentified individual, the late 

Ed Alfonsin, Matt Nawn and the late Jerry Kelly.  

Harry Donahue took the photo.  Wouldn’t it be 

ironic if the car was BSM’s own NJT #26?  If 

anyone might know which car it was, by all 

means, do let us know. 

 

In the picture below, always able to put a smile 

on people’s faces, Jerry Kelly provides some 

humor on the day NJT #26 arrived at Baltimore 

Streetcar Museum in January 2014.  An 

unknown photographer that day caught Jerry 

standing in the entrance of the museum’s Visitor 

Center.  It was a cold and long day … so Jerry 

was smart and stayed out of the winter weather. 

 



 
 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #8042’s restoration campaign. 
 
Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount: $     

 
Mail to:  Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
  P.O. Box 33397 
  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142-0397 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHEN: Sunday, June 17, 2018, 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
WHERE: SEPTA’s Elmwood Depot, 7311 Elmwood Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19142 
FARE: $45.00 per seat 
DETAILS: This tour will try to cover parts of all six of SEPTA’s City Division trolley lines, using Kawasaki car 

#9043, pictured above, wearing a special wrap commemorating 125 years of electric traction in the City 
of Philadelphia.  Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase on the car.  All proceeds will go to 
the restoration of PTC car #8042, housed at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.  Questions?  
Contact either Bill Monaghan at TROLLEYDRIVER@COMCAST.NET or Harry Donahue at 
HAD2709@AOL.COM.  Ticket deadline is June 13, 2018. 

 
 Please cut below on the dotted line and send your order form in with your payment.  

Name:                

Address:                

City:       State:      ZIP:     

Email:          Phone:        

Number of tickets requested:     

Total amount enclosed: $   

Please mail your check or money order, payable to FPT, Inc., to: HARRY DONAHUE, 103 MULBERRY COURT, 

MORGANTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 19543.  Thank you for your support! 



FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

 

HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 
 

Check one:   New Member (Welcome!)    Renewal (Thank you for renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          

 

I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC. as indicated below and enclose the appropriate dues: 
 
Please check one: 

  Regular $35.00 

  Student (under 18) $15.00 

  Retired (over 60) $25.00 

  Life member $500.00 

  Additional Donation $  

Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. Box 33397, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
has donated over $155,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1 to the following June 30.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 


