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CELEBRATING FIFTEEN
YEARS AT BSM

By Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn

PCC Car #2168 arrived at the Baltimore Street

Museum. This was the beglnnln%eqf a long a
beneficial partnership between Theiends of
Philadelphia, Inc. and the Baltimore Streetcar Mus
that has helped both organizations grow and furt
enhance their respective missions.

]une 2020 marks fifteen years since former SEP

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys was incorpora

as a nosprofit organization on March 6, 2003 i = —— . — —— .
Ph||ade|p{|"])|a to grovide for the preservation a att started OrganIZIngbtrlpS n 1998, with the flrSt_ car
i eing #2168 in

restoration of vintage electric trolley cars from thehar t er ed . - .
i annlversarﬁ of rewen service. Additional trips

Philadelphia area. The orig#lnal goal of the organiza ¢
was to provide a source of funding for the reaarice ollowed with othecarsand even trackless trolleys at

and repair of SEPTA PC@re#2168, whicht the time times. Proceeds from each of these trips were donatec
was still active in Philadelphia for special events &N established museum preserving a car from the
operations. The original founding members of thdiladelphia area. Harré_an Matt organized these trips
organization were Harry Donahue, Dave Horwitz, Bigﬂd t IDCa”K requested Bill Monaghan, their-tong
Mona han’ and Matt Nawn; four enthusiasts wHhdeEN ,aS_t e Opel’ator. Bill knew Dave Horwitz as one
shared a desire to find a means toaippeservation O f s regular passengers
of vintage trolley operation in Philadelphia and flr‘iEP”eR;IS on the SEPTA subwayface lines, and Harry
others who shated the same goal. The group \@h§ Matt met Dave on fanps, thus thergup started
encouraged to be formally incorporated and mento@ﬂ orm. Roger got to know Dave, Harry, Matt, and
by the | ate Bob Hu%hes . BillTag avell ’ﬁdghaSrPTOf ssiengl sill R" the éngdip,
has expanded from the four foimg members to a industry would be a valuable asset, and thus he becam
board of five Directors’ which includes the Ong'nHlEe”ﬁfth director. Each of the directors bI’IngS a Unlque

founding members and Roger DuPuis.  Sevepglll to the organizatio helping the organization make
additional members serve as advisors to the board @¥fgctive decisions, and work in harmony for common
board decisions are made by consensus. goals.

Although formally incorporated in 2003, itldobe Following formal incorporation, FPT embarked on
argued that FPT6s origi Fﬁ@'nggl’cti‘ds Hoahe loffered, to §EP§% %anga\ylth 8
fan tripsoperated in the Philadelphia area. Harry aREppPosél to restore and repaint car #2168 in its 1970s
colors of orange, blue, and white, commonl

ni cknamed oGulf Oilé colo
FPT leadership felt that these colors would be
remembered by Philadelphia residents since they hac
been in use in recent decades, would be eye catching
and represg something that was not preserved on any
other remaining Philadelphia streetcar. SEPTA gave
the FPT proposal, and offer of funding, fair
consideration, but the timing was simply not right.
SEPTA was beset by financial challenges at that time
and still lacked a steady source of funding since
Pennsylvania Act 89 was still in the future. To be fair
as well, FPT had a lot of ambition, but was also still a
new organization at this time. SEPTA thanked FPT for




least one more former SEPTA PCC cars for use as
Obeater car 6 for operati
quickly discussed the idea of FPT supporting
acquisition of car #2168
members, who all agreed to proceed, and upon Ed
Amrheinds confirmation on
consummated. FPT next provided the initial.$268)

BSM for the acquisition of #2168, and thus began a
new chapter for The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys
and the Baltimore Streetcar Museum.

The specific story of #2168 will be covered a |kt
in this article, but the s[?_onsorshlp of #2168 by The
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys led to positive things
beyond the most fdetched dreams of the
organizationds founder s.
_ FPT has grown to provide more than $2000000

: TR , rants to established museums as far away as Missou
o - o ' or sixteen different vehicles orlglnalg{ from the
its willingness to assist but politely declihedoffer. Philadelphia area, as well as providing technical
Shortly thereafter, things seemed to get worse,aasistance to organizations nationwide. Membership ir
SEPTA announced it would be disposing of tHePT does not automatically convey a meshipeas
remalnlnfg historic cars in its collection, offering themweell in BSM or any other museum, but FPT leadership
a list of museum organizations at nominal pricakvays, strongly, encourages its members to becom
representing the administrative ca@ssociated with active at a trolley museum (or museums) of their choice,
getting the vehicl es ofdndnafiy FRS menbédase alboadike membeGafrths
selected for preservation would likely be sold for scrapaltimore Streetcar Museum. FPE&gdnot favor any

. . museum over another; grant selections are made

Early 2005 represented a turning point for FPT as thmough outreach to FPT, provision of an acceptable
organization. The leadership considered the futureptdn for how grant funds will be spent, and
the Qr?anlzatlon_suadhe orijmal goal was no longerc onsi deration of the org
possibleand options considered including disbandinvgth previous=PT grants (where applicable)
the organization and distributing the treasury amon
established museums in Pennsylvania as a final $téth the FPT recent grant of an additionaD(¥D0
Other proposals for support for specific Phlladelﬁhiar lower carbodyrepair work to #2168, this car now
cars inmuseums were considered, but none of thaggresents the largest cumulative investment to date by
proved to be viable at that time. The end of FPAPT (over $50,00D0), and FPT could not be more
appeared to be in sight. pleased with the results of its partmiprsvith BSM.
This once shabby looking vehicle has become one of
However, by chance, Harry learned from JohRe most popular operating cars at BSM and has led to
Engleman at the 2005 East Penn TroII?/yh ki increase of new visitors and members. Fifteen year

Meet t
Baltimore Streetcar Museum had alreadyhased 540, Baltimore Streetcar Museum graciously provided
SEPTA PCC car #2799 and snow sweepénsC Tﬂe Friends of Philadelphfaolleys, a then néew and

(which, unknown at that time, years later would beco%?

cnother KB sporisored project fo the whopping prigde /e, organization, o sppority lo stpport cer
of $20000 eachand was considering purchase of gl grateful to BSM for providing this opportunity and it
S has led and hopefully will continue to lead to a bright
future br both organizations. Thanks, Baltimore
Streetcar Museum!

For more information about The Friends of
Philadelphia Trolleys, please wsit website listed in
the credits bolocatedpage fiven this issue

THE HISTORY OFPCCCAR #2168

The SaintLouis Car Company delivered PCC car
#2168 to the Philadelphia Transportation Co (PTC) in
Jul vy, 1948, as part of a
last order of new cars. PTC originally ordered the
group as two man cars numbered #2810, but after
constuction had started, the management modified the
order and had them built for one man operatimh a
renumbered them #202R00.

The Streamliner Page2. Spring 2020




The General Electri€ompanyequipped cars, #2141
2200, started arriving in early June 1948 and went e
temporary service onole #56 ErieTorresdale, ' ]

mixed in with the #2032090 series of older-aiectric  Off access to the Courtland Shops for Woodland and
cars. As more new cars were delivered, they were Usatiowhill based cars.

startlng?1 on June 20, on suburban R&@ewhich ran ,

from the BroadDiney subway terminal to WillowIn March 1973 SEPTA introduce
Grove. As the d&lance of the 2100s arrived, they wefe@a di es 6 t o the public. T
assigned, on August 2, to Ro##8 Spring Garden, In which two PCCs were comPIeter rebuilt and
and %inally in September to Ro#t FrankfordSouth ~ repainted and the public and employees were asked t¢
Philadel phia, replaci ng vatehos which gersiom they preferredm alhe ficstiNcara
cars used on that line. The depot assignments, oncé23p5, was @nted in a blue, white and orange motif,
the cars were delivered were as follows: #2084 While the second, #2168, was painted in a ?ﬂhﬂé\/ _
and #21412151 to Luzerne; #212240 to Callowhill; plum and white. Both cars had body and electrical

#21522200 to Frankford. work performed, as well as imitation wood grain
interiors below the windows. Car #2565 quickly
Surviving records indicate car #2168 first enterede c a m&ul he Oo 1 6 car, whil e

revenue service on July 5, 1948. From September 1948e 0 Banan a qadlabkedlike atbiget 'y
through the summer df955, car #2168 worked theyellow. Evidently, the survey participants preferred the
very heavy Routé5, and, on SundayRoute #8 O Gul f ~Oi I 6 col or s, -raehatd S
Columbia ‘Avenue and Routtl5 Girard Avenue.o%fogfam which resulting in approximately 160 of the

Routes#3 and#15 at this time used PCC cars only oplue, white and_ orange PCCs running around
Sundays. Philadelphia by 1978.

When PTC acquired the second hand Kansas dityvas during this time that #2168 appears to have
PCCs, #2252290, in 1955, these cars were sent Bgcome a favorite for charterfeoh tripsdue to the

Frankford forRoute #, and cars #215200 were Obanana car 6 col ors.. Ho\
subsequently transferred to Luzerne Depot. At thiso st i t s 0 Db an asnrepainted mhreme
time, #2168 became a regular car on the very hegygpu |l f Oi | 6 col or s. From

Route #7 Olney-South Philadelphia. As late as 1965968 until early 1982, when the last of the new
Route #7 was second only Route #23 Chestnut
Hill-South Philadelphia in car assignments,
approximately 40 cars needed for PM rush hour ser k‘, ‘
)

From 1955 until the summer of 1968, car #21¢
remaied at Luzerne and, and in addition tutBs
#47, would have seen service on the followieg: |
#6,#20,#21 #26,#50,#53,#56 and#60. During | -,
the summer of 1968, as PTC was about to be tajss=4
over by the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportagi

Authorty (SEPTA), a group of six all electric car
including 2168, were moved to Woodland Depot fg=
use on the Subw&urface lines, which had used onf

air electric cars since 1955. After SEPTA took over
system, a large number of the newer all eleceies
moved toWoodland while the air cars went to Luzern
The swap was done in anticipation of the closing of
Girard AvenueBridgefor rebuilding which would cut
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Kawasaki cars arrived at EImwood Depot, #2168 wagerate in revenue service in_those colors in
assigned to the Subw&yrface lines, Routé$1,#13, Philadelphia. PC£2168 arrived at BSM on Monday,
#34 and# 36, exce_rpt for a very brief period in 1973une 20, 2005.
when SEPTA apparently wanted the obanana cardé o
Route #56. Since the interior of the car was in good condition, it
was decided to leave the interior in its GOH two tone
In early 1982, the car left EImwood for Luzerne whetitie configuration, with some touch up work and
it would continue service on the remaining rail #inesadded details. The BSM shop crew fabricatesteew
the time,Routes #6, #23, #53 an#56;by January 6 donut s6 and spacer bolt s
1986 both Route#6 and#53 had been permanentlytrucks to the wider Baltimore gauge. FPT contracted
converted to bus operation. In 19BEPTA had with Paul Minnicks and Mark Kelly to do the bodK
begun the General Overhaul Program (GOH) in whigjbrk and repainting of the car. Paul began in the
112 all electrics were extensively rebuilt with mer of 2007 with the welding of newl seetions

replacement of deteriorated frames, body pan@Sihe roof seams which were badly rusted from the car
complete rewiring, repainting, and refurbished truc @F{'g outside for 13 years.

By 986|, almostdall of thE seleﬁtedI cars Zag ]l:J . .
compl eted. uckily - t
IR SN F AN RS o/ Bl Ve il it
near the end of the program and was relefased )" |'<"hed a o0deadd Kawasaki

senice from Woodland Shops in themmerl986. All Philadelphia. FPT members Matt Nawn, Bil

remaining cars not used in the GOH program were s :
off for scrap or third parties, including the remaini naghan, Matthew Mummert, along with the BSM

- : - p crew, worked to install a spare General Electric
Kansas City cars. The GOH cars were painted in controller which was

attractive red, off white and blueg avere used on the (thanks to the foresight of the late Bob Hu -
e : ghes). This
three remaining surface lines, Ro#tEs, 23and 56. @ completed in August 2089_ on

From August 1986 to miB92, car #2168 worked outWOrk W& successfu
’ i i .~ Saturday, September 12, 2009, PCC #2168 was
?J bﬁéegggrg{}oﬁf’“twe’a”d?’G until their conversion ceremoniously rolled out and presented to the public in

its restored condition at the Baltimore Streetcar

After institution of bus operation oRoute #3, Museum.

SEPTA, under pressure from the Chestnut Hilk. .
Community, agreed to a weekend PCC service, dubé%‘{%that time, car #2168 has been among the mos
t

the oChestnut Hill Trol lap cays @ BSM. o EPg apd i VRlynteeys
cars into a representation of the late 1950s PTC co ue tg .CQ efﬁlly_ ﬁ‘gﬁﬁa‘n #?2%%%' |ﬁcltu§r%
of green and cream with a maroon belt rail. The CHfgriodic running repairs and general maintenance,
ranoperated from Germantown Depot to the Chestm?t”go'ng replacement of deteriorated seat upholstery,
Hill loop ontwentyminute headway. Again #2168_Wa§r.‘ éouckupl painting. Thf,? mota@renerator &MG) setd n
lucky and was selected for this service along with ¢ailgd sveral years ago after many years of use, and thi
#2750 and#2785. Unfortunately the CHT was shuyolunteer crew obtained a loaner MG thanks to the
down in June 1996. During this period, SEPTA sdignerosity of Bill Wall, to enable to car to continue to
off many of the GOH cars to MUNI in San Francisc@Perate while the original MG was overhauled, and

i i talled both the loaner MG and the overhautéd u
EﬂusNeﬁvr\Tl]s Ca)rr:g%gﬁécg%?rado Springs, - and "a“oﬁﬁson completion. In fall 2019, FPT provided BSM

with an additional grant of 80Q00for lowercarbod

From 1996 until 2005, car #2168 remained at ElmwotgPairs due to deterioration at the floor line which was
Depot, stored outside. The car continued to Kt repaired during the 26R609 repainting. This
requested on marfign trips incuding the annual New Work is scheduled to commence this summer and be
Yeard6s Eve charters. completed by thisfad.| revenue trip
Philaelphia, on June 8, 2003, was aHe charter

for the newly formedfriends of Philadelphia Trolleys ABOUT THOSE#2168PICTURESAND THEIR CREDITS
(FPT). his nonprofit group was Orlgll’]a”)f:) : .

incorporated in the hope of ragifunds to assist Page 1At Willow Grove Teminal on June 6, 1958
SEPTA in restoring and maintaining #2168 for charters Harry Donahueollectio); at BSM on July 5,
and other public relations events.” SEPTA, however, 018 (Matt Nawn). _

facing a budget crisis, decided to dispose of thage 2At Elmwood Depot on June 19, 2005 with Ed
remaining historic fleet, thus #2168 continued to sit ~ Amrhein, John Engleman and Justin Thillman
outside at Elmwoodating anuncertain future. In (Matt Nawn); at BSM on Septemt& 2009,
spring 2005, SEPTA pursued removal of all surplus  with DaveNelson, Dave Horwitz, &t Nawn,
PCC cars off the property. It was at this time that FPT ~ Harry Donahue and Bill Monaghamknown

and the Baltimore Streetcar Museum (BSM) formed a photo%rapher) _
partnership, with BSM gaining ownership of #216Bage 3At 5ah Street and Woodland Avenue in March
while FPT would raise tfiends to restore the car to its 1973 (unknown photographer); at th0and
1974 appearance. The 0Gul Biglep Stiegss irc Aptil d9&Barr nabug s e |
since no other museum has a Philadelphia PCC in those derailed at Woodland and Island Avenues
colors and the fact that #2168 was the last car to around 197@im Kelly).
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o™ =g The Streamliner is published by th
28 Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys,
. Pennsylvania neprofit corporation.

FPTDIRECTORS
Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn

FPTLEGAL COUNSEL:
Dave Nelson and Jonath@enker

EDITOR:
Editor Voluntarius

FPTON THE WEB:
FPT8s new public
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org
FPT also can also be found on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Friendd-Philadelphia
Trolleys180655945374324

E-MAIL:
FPT2799@Comcast.net

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 333B
PhiladelphigPennsylvania91420397

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourag
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated t
preservation of Phi l
Including the following:

Baltimore Streetcar Museum
www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org
Electric City Trolley Museum Association

www.ectma.org
National Capital Trolley Museum
www.dctrolley.org
Newtown Square Railroad Museum
www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org
New York Museum of Transportation
www.nymtmuseum.org
Pennsylvania Ttely Museum
www.patrolley.org
Rockhill Trolley Museum
www.rockhilltrolley.org
Seashore Trolley Museum
www.trolleymuseum.org
Shore Line Trolley Museum
www.shorelinetrolley.org

Have an article, sugg
to submit for the newsletter? Contact us via-tl
mail address listed above.

© 2020 Friends of Philadphia Trolleys, Inc.

UPCOMING FPT EVENTS

Due to health concerns abouhe COVID-19
pandemigc the fundraisers that had to be cancelled
included the Twenty Dollar Day at Pennsylvania Trolley
Museum, Logan TrazyBirthday Party at BSM, the
TwentyFive Dollar Day at National Capital Trolley
Museum, the Fatheros Day
the Western Pennsylvania Trolley Meet at PTM. We
hope to reschedule these events in 20®hile the
dates below are bplannedThe Streamlinad special
emails will alert you of any -cancellations,
changes/updates in dates, times and costs as the
become available.

b OCTOBER 4, 2020: SEPTA Kawasaki
Fortieth Anniversary fan trip in Philadelphia.

b NoveMmBER 7, 2020: Twenty Dollar Day at the
Baltimore Streetcar Museum.

b DECEMBER 31,20200New Year 0s
in Philadelphia.

SEPTAS\NOW SNVEEPER#C-145
By Edward Springer
(Wiih addlitonal information from Matt Nawr)

Tri

The Philadelphia Rapid Transit npany (PRT)
purchased ten double truck sweepetkl Cto C128

and 24 double truck snow plows2®@ to E227 from

J.G. Brill in 1923.However, the plow blades quickly
proved to be ineffective, especially on the narrow 26
foot wide streets found on Philadelpn 6 s -soutlo r t
trolley routes.Therefore, PRT contracted J.G. Brill to
rebuild the plows into snow sweepers, with plows E
216 to E227 converted in October, 1925 to sweepers
(renumbered @29 to C140) followed by £04 to E

215 (renumbered-841 to C152) in October, 1927.
Interestingly, each car was stenciled inside with its
former number. The cars were not rebuilt in sequential
order in all cases, as evidenced by form206E
becoming €45.

Phil adel phi ads snow sweep
C-119, G120 and €23 remained at Southern Depot
after trolley operation ended on December 27, 1957.
They were finally scrapped on October 21, 1960 at
Southern. Germantown Depot Sweeper5C was
scrapped at Courtland Yard on November 21, 1967.

Depot assignments as of January, 1971 were the
following:

1 Callowhill: €146, G149andC-152

1 Germantown: €40, G148andC-158

1 Luzerne: €21#, G122, G124 to 127, @29and
130, G134, G137 to 139, @42, Cl44andC-147

 Woodland: €28, G131 to 133, @3 & 136, €
14%, G143 andC-145
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Noteson assignmerfts) C-121 was shopped by determined the car was incompatible with its
PTC/SEETA in 1968far?abin_ted urt]i_lit ora|r|1ge(.*) C—b modernized light rail system.
141waskept as pardf historic vehicle collection, utD Uring 1996 SEPTA trade

destroyed itheWoodland fire. 1911 Jewett #07 tower wagon to PTM for former

In 1974, the City dPhiladelphia assumed resPonsibiIi EPTA snow sweeperlC4A 5 ( PAT M57)
for clearing snow from the trolley and trackless trolleight Rail Operatignintended to use the sweeper on

routes making the fleet of SER®#Nned sweeperand _mwood De p-Surfics lineS.u-BAY avys
automotive plows surplusThe six Callowﬁﬁl and delivered to Germantown Depot during March, 1997.

Germantown cars were moved to Luzerne Dep6tnew rubber roof was installed at Germantown. The
during the summexndfall 1974. The sweepers were car remained at Germantown without additional work

offered first to Pennsylvania trolley museums and I%%?U”ing- Eventugl C-145 was trucked to Woodland
to out of state museums. op and moved inside for additional work.

Trolley Valhalla, which later became the Buckinghhigwever, the appointment of a new genesaalager in
Valley Trolley Association (BVTA) and is now knowk?96 and a departmental reor%anlzatmn during 1997
as Electric City Trolley Museunsdsiation (ECTMA), €ended Light Rail Operations (LRO) as a separate
acquired cars-C28 and €145, and others which weredepartment. LRO was folded into Surface Operations.
later dismantled. -T45 left Woodland during summerThe carwas inside Woodland Shop in Mz§00.

of 1974. The car was resold to the Port Authorigl offowever, fom sometime in 2000 until JUP@OS5 G
Allegheny County (PAT) in 1978 and delivered thit> Wa stored outside Woodland Shapring 2005
same year t oarHoASE.6&45 fevame &-L45 avas purchased for a nominal cost by the
PAT86s M57, was repai nt oytimogeSyegtgaeMusenpgd arfivedatkthe yndsgur
number of modifications, most notably the removal 8fat June. _

one S\_/veeloer broom and béth side C)Wlnl%é aPIOWS' T
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (PTM) took possessfgiier sweepers were dispersed far and wide. A
of the car after PAT retired M5n 1990 after PAT number were sold to museums and subsequently
dismantled for parts due to the fact that whemcahe
were onglnall?/ constructed, PRT salvaged motors and
controllers from obsolete
plows (and later, sweepers). Thus, these vehicles were
treasure trove of old hardware that could be used in the
restoration of other veles.

Former Philadelphia snow sweepers known to exist in
2020 in one form or another are as follows:

C-121:Sold in 1974 to the Middletown &
Hummelstown Railroad. Presentyored
inoperable in MiddletowRennsylvania

C-122:Carbody exists in RingopeNew Jrseyas a
bunk housePainted rust red with black trim.

C-124:Sold in 1974 to Ohio Railway Museum, later
resold to Grand Rapids Electric Railway.
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