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FANTRIP ON PAT LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM 
RAISES FUND FOR PTC 8042 

By Harry Donahue 
 
On Saturday, September 10, 2016, Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolley sponsored a successful 
excursion on the light rail system in Pittsburgh.  
We would like to thank Scott Becker of the 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (PTM) and the 
officials of the PAT (Port Authority of Allegheny 
County) System for their assistance in organizing 
this event.  All the proceeds from this fan trip will 
be given to PTM for the restoration of PTC 1923 
Brill #8042. 
 
It was an extremely busy day on the light rail 
system, especially in the late morning with many 
two-car trains running to provide service to the 
Penn State-Pitt football game.  Our operator, 
Justin Skrbin, who is also a PTM member, did a 
fantastic job covering all available trackage on 
the system.  Some of you may remember Justin 
for his many months of work on the restoration of 
Red Arrow St. Louie car #14 some years ago. 
 
With CAF car #4323, we departed South Hills 
Village a little after 11.00 A.M., returning around 
5.00 P.M.  There were numerous stops for the 
photographers.  One of the highlights was the 
round trip over the Arlington Ave diversion 
routing.  This line is used between South Hills 
Junction and downtown when the South Hills 
Tunnel is closed.  Near the end of the trip, Justin 
took #4323 down the remaining track of the 
former Drake Shuttle to “the end of the wire.”  
The Drake Shuttle was the final assignment for 
the very last of Pittsburgh's 666 PCC cars and 
was abandoned in 1999, due to lack of ridership. 
 
Later that evening, FPT founding members Bill 
Monaghan and Harry Donahue presented PTM 

Executive Director Scott Becker (pictured above) 
with a check for $4,000.00 to be used in the 
restoration of PTC 1923 single-end Brill #8042.  
The new canvas for the roof and new roof 
ventilators are already on hand thanks to a 
previous grant from FPT.  We plan to continue to 
raise funds for 8042, so please consider a 
donation.  Any amount will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

THE FAIRMOUNT PARK 
TROLLEY 
By Mike Friedberger 

 
I was fortunate to meet Harry Donahue on the 
recent Super Saturday SEPTA Fan Trip, where I 
learned we had many common experiences in 
our backgrounds, and from whom I first learned 
about a group called “Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys.”  It was a shock, thought, when Harry 
emailed me a newsletter entitled "FPT 
Newsletter.”  To me, “FPT” could never mean 
anything but “Fairmount Park Transit” or 
“Fairmount Park Trolley.”  So, I simply HAD to 
join this group, because the Park Trolley WAS a 
“Philadelphia Trolley” and I believe FPT should 
also be “Friends of the Park Trolley!” 
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The Park Trolley was a unique operation.  Its 
tracks were entirely within Fairmount Park.  It 
was designed to carry pleasure seekers to 
Woodside amusement Park, and it went there in 
a roundabout way rather than going directly from 
point A to point B.  It ran two car motor-trailer 
trains, and it was the last line in the country to 
use open-side cars in regular service.  Pictured 
above, the line was basically a big single track 
loop around the park from which two double 
track appendages came off, one at Junction, 
which went to a loop at 44th and Parkside, and 
the other at Greenland which went across the 
Strawberry Mansion Bridge to 33rd and Dauphin. 
The trolleys always, always, always went counter 
clockwise around the loop.  The route through 
Belmont went over the roadbed of the Belmont 
Inclined Plane of the 1830 Columbia Rail Road. 
 
The picture above shows the carbarn.  The map 
of the carbarn’s location on the little system is on 
the bottom left of the last page.  The carbarn is 

The Streamliner is published by the 

Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT FOUNDING MEMBERS: 

Harry Donahue, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

FPT ON THE WEB: 
FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org. 
FPT has started a Yahoo Group. Check there for 
charter updates as well as to find The 
Streamliner online: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/FPT2168/info 
FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Friends-of- 
Philadelphia-Trolleys/180655945374324. 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage 
you to visit and support trolley museums 
dedicated to the preservation of Philadelphia’s 
trolley heritage, including the following: 
 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
www.baltimorestreetcar.org 

Electric City Trolley Museum Association 
www.ectma.org 

New York Museum of Transportation 
www.nymtmuseum.org 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
www.pa-trolley.org 

Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article or suggestion you’d like to submit 
for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-mail 
address listed above.  
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still in existence as a maintenance shop for 
Fairmount Park, although the big water tower in 
back is gone.  The carbarn was lower than the 
route and they used to coast the trolleys 
backwards to get from the line to the carbarn.  
This can be seen in the photo below, where the 
two open cars are on the carbarn lead and a 
closed car is on the main line track from 
Belmont. 

 
The picture above shows a map of the 

Greenland junction.  The photo below shows a 

two-car train with trailer #50 on the straight 

"loop" track, where it will avoid taking the branch 

to 33rd and Dauphin.  The edge of Greenland 

station can be seen.  Continuing farther up the 

“loop” line, the underpass under Greenland Drive 

as it appeared in 2015 is shown at the top right.  

The brackets, which supported the overhead 

wire along the ceiling of the tunnel, are 

amazingly still there! 

 

The picture on the top of the next page shows 

the map of the 33rd & Dauphin loop.  There is 

still a PRT terminal across 33rd St., where routes 

7, 8, and 39 ended to allow easy transfer from 

PRT to FPT.  The layout at FPT's Woodside 

Park Station is also shown.  There was a 

concrete open-air unloading platform followed by 

a covered loading platform with fare collection 

booths and turnstiles. 

 
Beyond the station there was a 10-car siding 

where trailers were stored to be able to better 

handle the crush of passengers when the Park 

closed at the end of the day.  Amazingly, the 

concrete platform was still there in 2015!  Finally, 

the layout of 44th & Parkside loop is shown with 

a photo (next page) of a car #26 at the 

passenger boarding station at the loop.  PRT 

had a loop and terminal across Parkside Ave at 

48th St., and Routes 40, 43, 38, and 38A 

terminated there to permit easy transfer between 

PRT and FPT.   
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Finally, there is a photo, on the right bottom, of 
the Park Trolley Line's work car.  It was made 
from a stripped-down closed car #9 and was 
designated #200.  And to top off the final 
coincidence, I am FPT member # 200!  So I 
guess you could say I ’m the OTHER 
FPT’s OTHER 200!
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SAVE THE DATE— 
DON’T MISS OUT! 

 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys will sponsor the 
annual New Year’s Eve Trolley again this year 
on December 31, 2016.  Watch for further details 
on the FPT website, which can be found at 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org and on our 
Facebook page.  (Bill Monaghan photo.) 
 

OTHER FPT NEWS 

 
Former SEPTA PCC #2113, now MUNI #1056, 
recently returned to San Francisco after a 
complete rebuild by the Brookville Corporation in 
Pennsylvania.  It must operate a 1,000-mile non- 
revenue “burn in” period with no problems before 
it is accepted by MUNI.  It is painted to honor the 
PCC cars in Kansas City MO.  (Mike Lee photo.) 

 
 
PCC #2168 is out of service at the Baltimore 
Streetcar Museum, due to a failed MG (motor 
generator) set.  FPT members are in the process 
of acquiring a rebuilt MG set and hope to have it 
installed by the middle of November. (Roger 
Dupuis photo.) 

 
Someone referred to this scene above as “Little 
Llanarch.”  Actually is it Red Arrow cars #78, #14 
and #66 out at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/


 

The Streamliner Page 6. 

in Washington, Pennsylvania.  The cars were 
awaiting assignments during the recent 
Washington County Fair Week in August.  FPT 
recently gave a grant for $500.00 to the Red 
Arrow Fund at the museum.  (Bill Monaghan 
photo.) 

 
The interior of 

PCC #2743 at 

Rockhill Trolley 

Museum is 

steadily returning 

from the 1980s 

two-tone blue to 

PTC green and 

cream.  The first 

of the new seats 

have been 

installed. 

 

Volunteer Alex 

Campbell is seen 

here touching up 

the ceiling 

ventilators.  This 

project is being 

funded by FPT.  We still are looking for more 

donations for the rest of the seats.  Can you 

help??? 

 
FPT member Larry Bosler has donated a PTC 

fare register for PCC car #2743.  Members Matt 
and Andrew Nawn will sand and repaint it, clean 

the face and replace the glass.  The fare 
registers were gone from the cars in 1956 and 
replaced by fare boxes, but this artefact will 

make a welcome addition to the car's history. 

 

RIDING PITTSBURGH’S 
PAT SYSTEM 

By Charlie Plantholt (Story and Photos) 
 
On Saturday, September 10, 2016, the Friends 
of Philadelphia Trolleys operated an excursion 
over the light rail lines of PATransit, the transit 
operator in Pittsburgh.  Pittsburgh once had an 
extensive streetcar system.  But today, only 
three of the lines are still in place, with one line 
only used in an emergency. The Friends are 
raising funds to restore a Philadelphia trolley at 
the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum at Arden PA. 
 
I left home at 4:12 A.M. and picked up Glenn 
Orletsky at Cooksville at 4:50 A.M.  We took the 
scenic route of I-70 and I-68 through to exit 14 
where we picked up U.S. 40 to Uniontown PA, 
and then a branch of the Pennsylvania Turnpike, 
Route 43, which left us a few miles short of 
Bethel Park, PA and South Hills station.  We 
arrived there at about 9:10 A.M.  The place was 
busy, as there was a Pitt-Penn State football 
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game at Heinz Field at Noon.  There were lots of 
young people boarding LRV trains to the 
Stadium.  Service was frequent, with several 
extra trains on the line.  Our charter LRV left at 
11 A.M. 
  
The three remaining lines are all in the South 
Hills region of Pittsburgh, south of the 
Monongahela River.  To reach the South Hills, 
LRVs cross the river on a former Pennsylvania 
Railroad bridge from downtown, and then pass 
through the South Hills Tunnel to South Hills 
Junction, where the two lines to Library and 
South Hill continue south.  At one time, this was 
an extremely busy junction with several streetcar 
lines passing through.  A third line comes off the 
railroad bridge, swings east up Carson Street to 
the Allentown neighborhood, and re-joins the 
lines from the tunnel.  This is a by-pass route if 
the tunnel gets blocked for any reason.  At one 
time, PATransit ran a regular car through this 
route, but it is now served by busses. 
 
We boarded our charter car at 10:55 A.M. and 
left at about 11:05 A.M. heading downtown and 
Heinz Field.  We made no photo stops on this 
leg of the trip, as there was still traffic to the 
stadium behind us.  To get to Heinz Field, we 
went through the new tunnel under the Allegheny 
River and onto the North Shore to the stadium, 
which had a crowd of 69,897 this day—a record 
crowd we were told.  Here, we reversed ends 
and went back through the tunnel, under the 
river, under downtown and over the railroad 
bridge to South Hills Junction, where we had our 
first photo stop. 
 
We are at our first photo stop (bottom left) on the 
former right-of-way of the Overbrook line.  A new 

entrance to the Overbrook line was built a 
quarter mile further south off the main when the 
line was rebuilt several years ago.  Our car is 
now facing north.  This short stretch of track is 
used only to move cars off the main, or to turn 
back cars to downtown for whatever reason.  
Our car, #4323, was built about 10 years ago by 
Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles of  
Beasain, Spain.  And they are similar to the 
original cars built 30 years ago by the same 
company when the “ancient” PCCs were mostly 
retired. 

 
Our stop here (pictured above) at the south end 
of the South Hills or Mt. Washington Tunnel, 
gave us the opportunity to photo cars heading 
into downtown and outbound.  This train has just 
climbed the steep grade in the tunnel and was 
heading to the Beechview Line, which was only 
partly open due to track work.  More on that 
later. 

 
Note the various tracks (pictured above) through 
this junction that was rebuilt when the streetcar 
lines were converted to light rail.  Most of the 
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routes are all private right-of-way with only a 
short streetcar of street running.  The original 
plan was to convert these routes to busways, but 
cooler heads prevailed and light rail continues 
today.  A few cars are “wrapped” with 
promotions—this one for the Penn State 
University system. 
 

 
PATransit is the public entity that acquired the 
Pittsburgh Railways, the previous operator of 
Pittsburgh's transit system.  This car (above) 
was “wrapped” to look like one of the PCC cars 
that used to operate over these lines.  Pittsburgh 
at one time had more than 600 PCC cars.  We 
are still at South Hills Junction. 
 

 
We then turned right out of South Hills Junction 

onto the Allentown line, which is operated with 

busses.  Here we make a photo stop (above) as 

a bus heads to the garage.  We are less than 

two blocks from the Junction at this point. 

 

After we covered the Allentown line, crossed the 

Monongahela Bridge (above), reversed in the 

pocket track before entering the tunnel, we went 

back south, up the Allentown hill, and onto the 

Beechview line for another stop.  You can see 

the busway for another line to the right of our 

car.  Here we waited for an inbound car, and 

then we went onto the inbound track up to the 

track work in Beechview, which was supposed to 

have been completed by Labor Day. It wasn’t.  

We reversed and came right back so as not to 

delay the next regular car.  From there we went 

to South Hills Junction, reversed through a 

crossover, and headed out outbound, reversed 

in a pocket track at Washington Junction and 

then headed to Castle Shannon and Dormont, to 

cover the rest of the Beechview line up to the 

construction on the south end.  Once again, we 

quickly reversed, and from there, headed to 

Library, where we finally had a rest stop. 

 

Our car, on the right (top left, next page) will 

follow the car on the left inbound to Washington 

Jct.  You can compare the fronts of the two cars 

and see the differences 20 years makes in 

construction.  The line to Library once went 

south another 15-20 miles to Charleroi, PA.  It 

was abandoned in the 1950s. 
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Our last photo stop (directly above) was on the 
now closed "Drake" line, which branched off from 
the route to South Hills station about 1 quarter 
mile from this location.  It went south another 
half-mile or so.  It was last served by a streetcar 
until the last of the PCC cars were retired several 
years ago.  The track was kept intact for when 
they were testing the new LRVs 30 years ago.  
Only about a quarter mile of wire remains, with 
the last part of the line the rail has been 
removed. 
 
From here, it was back to South Hills station 
where we arrived at about 5 P.M.  These trolley 
routes are very scenic, going up and down steep 
grades and crossing valleys on high bridges.  
Some parts of the lines are so rural, you wonder 
where the passengers come from to reach the 
station stops.  The systems fare collection 
system is antiquated, lifting fares as you board 
on the way downtown and as you get off on the 

outbound trips.  But if you are a senior, over 65, 
the fare is free. 
 
Glenn and I grabbed a quick dinner at Eat ’n 
Park and then head south a little after 6 P.M.  
We arrived at Cooksville at a little after 10 P.M. 
and I got home about 10:45 P.M. 

 
In addition to the previous article, pictured 
above, Bill Monaghan captured charter car 
#4323 on the Arlington Diversion in front of the 
PCC mural.  The memory of PCCs lives on and 
on and on! 
 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

 

When the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys was 

founded, the mission of the organization was to 

support preservation and restoration of former 

Philadelphia-area trolley cars.  We wanted to 

provide support to various museums who sought 

the organization’s assistance; a purpose that 

transcended typical volunteer support efforts that 

were often limited to only one two organizations.  

We clearly wanted to avoid being a support 

mechanism for a single entity, or establishing a 

museum of our own.  Our goal was to promote 

the broader cause of preservation of vehicles 

that fit our mission. 

 
Recently, a senior official at an operating trolley 
museum that FPT has begun to provide physical 
and technical support to, remarked to me how 
the trolley museum industry has shifted in recent 
years to projects that are “community projects,” 
where volunteers support projects at multiple 
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organizations rather than be based primarily at 
one organization.  The same individual related 
this to the support provided by FPT members 
and the positive impact it is having on the 
museum industry. 
  
I share this with our members and friends as it 
should make you feel good about the support 
you provide to FPT.  Your gracious contributions 
and volunteer efforts are making a genuine 
difference.  In era when financial and volunteer 
contributions seem to be declining, FPT is 
providing much needed support to multiple 
organizations with measurable results. 
 
I sincerely thank you, again, for your 
contributions and support.  I am honored to be a 
part of this organization. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matt Nawn 
Founding Member, FPT 
 

As mentioned on page two of The Streamliner, 
this is the map of the carbarn as it relates to the 
Fairmount Park Trolley system. 
 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR STREAMLINER 

SUBMISSIONS 

 
To begin with, we want to thank everyone who 
have contributed articles (short and long) and 

pictures for The Streamliner … in the past and 
the present.  They are much appreciated more 
than you think! 
 
Sometimes, though, there is occasionally some 
doubt on how submissions should be made.  To 
help make it simpler to submit an article and/or 
pictures, here are some hints. 
 

PICTURES 
 
 Digital images (camera or scanned objects) 

need to be submitted individually in JPEG 
format.  Scanned items in Adobe’s Portable 
Document Format (PDF) should be avoided.  
Converting them to another format, e.g., 
JPEG, degrades the quality of the item. 

 Digital images from cameras should be taken 
in landscape format.  They can be cropped 
later to a vertical format, if necessary. 

 The digital file size should not exceed 1.2 
megapixels.  Larger files are not necessary, 
as the aforementioned size is perfect to be 
included in The Streamliner.  Programs such 
as Microsoft Office Picture Manager have 
utilities to easily reduce picture file sizes. 

 If there are multiple images to be submitted, 
they can be combined into a single ZIP file. 

 
ARTICLES (SHORT OR LONG) 

 
 Written articles may be submitted in text via 

e-mail.  Be sure it is separate from you 
message in the e-mail.  However, if you have 
Microsoft Word, WordPerfect or Open Office, 
do use your “go to” word processor if you 
wish.  However, if you are not using Word, be 
sure to save your document as a DOC 
(Microsoft Word) format.  This makes 
incorporating your text into the newsletter a 
snap. 

 If you have captions that accompany your 
pictures, be sure that each caption clearly 
matches a specific picture.  For example, 
name a picture file with a unique name and 
then have its caption reference unique name. 

 
Thanks again for your interest.  We look forward 
to hearing from you soon! 


