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By Harry Donahue 
 

n Saturday, April 28, 2018, Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys (FPT) sponsored a 
sold-out “photo charter” at the Electric City 

Trolley Museum (ECTM) in Scranton.  This was 
not like a regular fan trip, but rather a 
“Photographers Special.”  Since there was no 
public operation that day, the entire five mile 
museum line was available so that the group 
could stop the car anywhere to set up their 
special shots.  The trip was a sell-out with 43 
photographers on board.  
 
During the morning session, former Red Arrow 
car #80, built by the J.G. Brill Company in 1931, 
was used.   Car #80 is one of ten high speed 
cars numbered 77-86 for the Philadelphia and 
West Chester Traction Company.  The series 
was retired by the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority (SEPTA) in 1982.  
Several are preserved but only car #80 and 
sister car #78 at the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum (PTM) are actually in service. 
 
After a lunch break, former Philadelphia and 
Western (P&W) car #64 did the honors.  This car 
is one of the famed P&W “Strafford” cars 
numbered 60-70, built by Brill between 1924 and 
1929.  The cars were later renumbered by the 
P&W as #160-#170.  Repainted and renumbered 
again as car #64 by the East Troy Railroad 
Museum, in Wisconsin, this Strafford joined the 
operating fleet at Electric City a few years ago.   
 
Because of the immense response to this trip, 
FPT was able to give a check for $2000.00 to 
ECTM towards the restoration of PRT/PTC 
#5205, a 1923 Brill-built double-ender.  Please 
consider making a further donation to this car, as 

it is one of only two surviving from the original 
group of 135 cars.  For more on the history of car 
#5205, see the Winter 2018 Issue of The 
Streamliner. 
 
FPT would like to acknowledge the ECTM crew 
for the great day: Jimmy Kosidar, David 
Gallagher, George Metz and Henry Adamcik.  
Thanks, Guys!! 

CHECK, PLEASE: Dave Gallagher (center) gratefully accepts 
FPT’s donation from Bill Monaghan (left) and Harry Donahue. 
 (Picture by Steve Barry.) 

IN THE SHOP: PTC #5205 under restoration in Electric City’s 
shops.  (Picture by Harry Donahue.) 



 

The Streamliner Page 2. Spring 2018 
 

FPT AT THE PENNSYLVANIA 
TROLLEY MUSEUM— 

JUNE 1-2, 2018 

By Harry Donahue 
 
FPT Directors Harry Donahue, Bill Monaghan 
and Matt Nawn were invited to the Pennsylvania 
Trolley Museum (PTM) for the June 1st 
dedication of newly restored West Penn Car 
#832 and for the kick-off of PTM’s On Track for 
the Future Campaign. 
 
Beautifully restored West Penn #832 was built by 
the Cincinnati Car Co. in 1929.  It is a very 
significant piece in the collection at PTM, as it 
was one of the three original trolleys in the 
collection which arrived at the Museum site 
under their own power on February 7, 1954.  

The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 
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Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 
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Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
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Editor Secretus 

 
FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-

Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324/ 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
encourage you to visit and support trolley 
museums dedicated to the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, including the 
following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

Halton County Radial Railway 
www.hcry.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment 
you’d like to submit for the newsletter?  
Contact us via the e-mail address listed 
above. 

 
© 2018, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

SIDE BY SIDE: Philadelphia Suburban Transportation Company 
#80 and Philadelphia and Western Railway Company #64 are 
seen at Virginia Siding during this event.  This photo 
commemorates the first time that a trolley has used the siding in 
the 17 years that the trolley museum has been open.  The 
photo below catches #64 posing in ECTM’s tunnel. 
 (Photos by Bill Monaghan.) 

file:///C:/Users/Mark/Documents/Friends%20of%20Philadelphia%20Trolleys/www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324/
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324/
http://www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/
http://www.ectma.org/
http://www.nymtmuseum.org/
http://www.pa-trolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.trolleymuseum.org/
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org/
http://www.hcry.org/
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The next event of the day was the formal kick off 

of PTM’s On Track for the Future Campaign 

which is an intense fund raising effort to expand 

and create an integrated heritage complex on 

PTM’s East Campus.  The goal will be to tell the 

rich heritage of the Trolley Era to future 

generations, while at the same time becoming a 

true living history site.  If you would like to have 

more information about this campaign contact 

the museum’s Executive Director, Scott Becker 

at: SBECKER@PA-TROLLEY.ORG. 

 

CAN YOU SAY “SAINT LOUIES?” 

 

After dinner on June 1, 2018, the Pennsylvania 

Trolley Museum volunteers had a surprise for the 

rail fans who were attending the Western 

Pennsylvania Trolley Meet.  The Red 

Arrow/SEPTA Saint Louie cars #14 and #24 

pulled into the Richfol platform in multiple units 

(MU). The last time these cars were operated as 

an MU unit was before 1982.  Since car #24 was 

in storage for a lengthy period, it required some 

work to return it to operating condition for this 

event.   This is just a partial list of all that was 

completed.  Work included changing a coupler; 

making new coupler connection block; repairing 

a stuck valve on the compressor; and fixing a 

horn piping.  This would not have been possible 

without these volunteers.  We thank Laura Wells, 

Kevin Zebley, Jeff King and Justin Skrbin.  The 

#14-#24 MU train came out again on the evening 

of June 2nd.  Both cars performed flawlessly. 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys gave a 
$500.00 grant to the museum towards the 
preservation of Red Arrow/SEPTA car #24 on 
Saturday, June 2nd.  This grant recognizes the 
efforts of a group of volunteers at PTM who have 
recently taken on this project and returned the 
car to operating condition and provides a funding 
base for further efforts in the future. 
 
FPT’s Directors are interested in continuing 
support for this car #24 project.  Just think of the 

impact if everyone who reads this newsletter or 
the FPT Website or Facebook pages would send 
FPT $5.00 (or more).  Grants provided to 
museums for projects like this enable 
opportunities for matching grants from other 
organizations, which may lead to doubling of the 
funds contributed by FPT.  Our mailing address 
is: FPT, INC., P.O. BOX 33397, PHILADELPHIA, 
PENNSYLVANIA 194142 

ONE COOL RIDE: West Penn #832 poses on Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum’s right-of-way.  (Photo by Bill Monaghan.) 

HOOKED UP TO GO: Red Arrow/SEPTA cars #14 and #24 are 
coupled up, ready to run in tandem.  (Photo by Bill Monaghan.) 



 

The Streamliner Page 4. Spring 2018 

On Saturday, June 2nd, FPT board members 
were able to get a first-hand look at the progress 
of the front platform of PTC #8042. We thank all 
of you who have been donating to this important 
restoration.  We were informed that the PTM 
Board has given the approval to move on with 
the second phase of the #8042 project which will 
involve the roof of the car.  The new canvas is 
already on hand, thanks to a previous FPT grant.     
So please keep up with your financial support for 

#8042 by using the donation form that can be 
found at the end of The Streamliner.  Pictures 
below and left are candid shots, taken by Bill 
Monaghan, recording the weekend’s festivities. 

BEAUTY AT NIGHT: Red Arrow/SEPTA cars #14 and #24 are 
stopped at PTM’s Richfol Station.  (Photo by Bill Monaghan.) 
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DO YOU KNOW ROUTE 10? 

Photo and Article by John V. Engleman 
 
Back when I was a kid, I always thought I wanted 
to be a streetcar operator.  But obviously, I was 
too young so that had to be put on hold for a 
while.  So, I bounced around from one petty job 
to another biding my time, always taking more 
time off between each crappy job to go traveling 
somewhere.  Then I decided on the railroad 
instead.  I started on a Friday afternoon as a 
Pennsylvania Railroad fireman on the Baltimore 
B&P Tunnel’s tunnel helper, and that lasted 
exactly three days until I had to go take my 
physical at Washington Terminal on Monday.  In 
those days you needed 20/20 uncorrected vision 
to enter engine service. “We can give you 
something else,” they said, so I went to 
Baltimore’s Bayview hump as a yard clerk.  I 
didn’t like that at all and saw a bid notice for an 
extra board ticket clerk’s job at Baltimore’s 
Pennsylvania Station.  Lo and behold, with less 
than a week’s seniority, I managed to win the bid 
and became a ticket and reservations agent. 
 
That job lasted just short of 90 days, until my 
Mom passed away.  On the day she passed, I 
was working a 7 A.M. to 3 P.M. job and was 
advised during my shift that I would have to 
double in the baggage room from 3 P.M. to 11 
P.M. to cover someone else’s job.  But sometime 
around 1 P.M., my uncle called and advised me 
of my Mom’s worsening condition and that I 
should get over to the Eastern Shore town, 
Centerville, where she was.  I told my PRR boss 
that I would not be covering the baggage room 
job, and why, whereupon he said, and I 
remember his exact words and how he said it, 
“Your job is more important than your family!”  I 
don’t remember what or how I told him, but I told 
him I was not going to be in the baggage room.  
Since I had less than 90 days on the job at this 
point, I was still not in the union and he fired me 
for refusing duty.  I went to Centerville and made 
it in time, being with my Mom when she passed 
that evening. 
 
Now I was 21 and needed a job.  I had chartered 
many trolley cars in Philadelphia and Baltimore 
by this time and all the Philadelphia ones were 
arranged by Mr. Dameron at PTC’s Public 
Relations Office on Wyoming Avenue, and I had 
a pretty good relationship with him, so off I went 
to his office.  He thought I wanted to charter 
another car when I walked in, but I said no, I 

wanted a job.  “Go get your Pennsylvania 
driver’s license and I’ll get you one,” he said.  So 
I packed up and moved from Baltimore to an 
apartment on the Media line in Drexelbrook.  And 
I mean right on the line.  My bedroom windows 
overlooked the Red Arrow, then a single track 
speedway between Drexelbrook and the 
Drexeline stop.  As soon as I settled in, I went to 
the City Avenue location of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Motor Vehicles and secured my 
Pennsylvania driver’s license, then hightailed it 
right up to Wyoming Avenue. 
 
Mr. Dameron was true to his word, had me hired 
on the spot, and my classes started almost right 
away.  I think we had three or four days of 
classroom at Wyoming Avenue and then came 
the badge assignments.  There were probably 
about ten of us and the instructor started calling 
badge numbers and names, “6661, Mr. 
(whatever), 6662 Mr. (so and so),” and onwards.  
Wow, wouldn’t it be nice if I got 6666, I thought.  
“6665, Mr. (whomever), 6666, Mr. Engleman.”  
Wow!!  A nice new shiny PTC badge with a bus, 
a Broad Street subway car, a PCC car on it … 
and a big number 6666.  I still have that badge.  
Unfortunately the next few words weren’t so 
great, “Southern Depot.”  Ugh, I was going to be 
a bus driver. How revolting, but my foot was in 
the door. 
 
For the next week or so, I was instructed how to 

safely drive a bus and was familiarized with the 

routes out of Southern Depot.  And all on buses 

without power steering or power brakes, except 

for the few new fish tanks which did have power 

steering and brakes, but they were few and far 

between. 
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For the next two months, I shouldered up and 
down Routes 2, 5, 17, 64, and G, but since I was 
bus and not rail, no trackless trolleys.  It was all I 
could do to drive one of those big 3500 series 
5105s up and down the narrow South Philly 
streets and around Rittenhouse Square on the 
17, literally standing up to turn the steering wheel 
inches from parked and moving cars.  At least all 
the other routes had the narrower 5106s, making 
them a little easier.  Then a system pick 
appeared and Woodland Rail was on the list for 
depots needing operators. I think my bid went in 
before the notice was on the wall and remember 
the depot manager asking me if I really wanted 
to do that.  “Those things don’t stop, you know.”  
I told him I didn’t care and wanted in.  Four 
operators bid in and won Woodland Rail, and I 
was one of them. 
 
There were a couple days of training, just riding 
around with an instructor learning the lines and 
most importantly, how to operate in the subway.  
Most of which I already knew.  Then came 
learning how to run a PCC car.  The first three 
guys were having a devil of a time and I’m 
almost sure a couple of them said no way and 
went back to their bus depots.  When my turn 
came to run the car, after being given the 
standard speech and shown the seat, after a 
couple blocks the first words out of the 
instructor’s mouth were, “Where have you run 
trolleys before?” I don’t remember my answer 
but it must have been good enough for him as 
my training session didn’t last nearly as long as 
the others.  This was in the fall of 1965.  A year 
passed, and I made over a thousand trips into 
the tunnel and back, really enjoying my job, 
running the 11, 13, 34, and 36 and even once or 
twice, the 62. 

Back in those days, there was a starter at 
Juniper Street Station during heavy ridership 
hours, up in that little office on the wall where the 
inbound cars arrive.  One of his jobs was to 
make sure that the proper illuminated route 
number signs were shown at the 13th Street 
boarding zone before the car arrived.  He knew 
what car and route was coming into the station 
next because of another starter located at the 
inbound Sansom Street Station.  This guy had a 
transcriber and would write down the car number 
and the route and block number of each car as it 
passed through and it would automatically show 
up on the Juniper Street transcriber receiver, 
thus alerting him as to what was coming next in 
what order. 
 
One day, in the afternoon, the Sansom Street 
starter emerged from his box and came to my 
front door, asking, “Do you know Route 10?”  
What a silly question.  “Sure,” I responded.  
“Well, when you get to 15th Street, put up route 
10 and go to 63rd and Malvern.”  Apparently 
there was a tie up on the 10 somewhere prior to 
the tunnel and there had been no inbound 10s in 
quite a while, so upon my arrival in 15th Street, I 
dutifully scrolled up a 10 on the roll sign.  I don’t 
remember whether I had a 63—MALVERN or 
whether I had to use a blank, but at 13th Street I 
loaded up a full car’s worth of people and out the 
10 I went.  It felt weird going the wrong way at 
the switch but exciting nonetheless.  I was 
working a midday Route 13 run and this was 
about in the middle of the shift.  And remember 
what the depot manager at Southern had said, 
“Those things don’t stop?”  Well he was right … 
sometimes they didn’t and one thing you had to 
learn as a streetcar operator was to be prepared 
in advance.  Usually I was.  I had only slid down 

AT WOODLAND DEPOT: PTC #2168 at 49th Street and Woodland 
Avenue in July 1968.  (Harry Donahue collection.) 

AT THE 40TH STREET PORTAL: PTC air cars #2592 and #2620 on 
Route #13 in July 1961.  That’s a 1956 Chevrolet waiting for the 
trolley to pass.  (Harry Donahue collection.) 
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one hill with the wheels locked (luckily with an 
instructor on the car who later said I had done 
everything right and there was no way that car 
was going to stop on those leaves).  As unluck, 
or luck, would have it, my either 2030 or 2500 
series air car began acting up outbound on the 
10 towards 63rd Street.  Not badly, but I didn’t 
feel it would be safe going back in the subway, 
so at 63rd Street I called in and reported it.  They 
asked me if I could make it to Callowhill Depot 
and told me to go to there and get another car if I 
could.  I said yes, so off I went, out of service, or 
“chartering” as they called it back then. 
 
I pulled around to the back of Callowhill to be 
met by a shopman and I explained to him what I 
was told to do.  He lined me up for some track 
and told me to walk up to the head of 3 Rail and 
take the first car.  Okay.  As I approached the 
other end of the barn, what should appear head 
out on 3 Rail, but an all-electric car.  OMG!!!  I 
loved all-electric cars!  He had told me “to the 
first car.”  I wasn’t about to complain or even ask 
questions.  I rolled up a 10 on the roll sign and it 
even had CITY HALL VIA SUBWAY way down 
the bottom of the sign.  I was out of Callowhill in 
a flash, making my way east on Girard Avenue 
to Lansdowne Avenue and then into town.  I 
noticed some quite strange looks from the 
operators of the outbound 10s I passed.  Hmmm, 
I wonder why!!  Down into the portal I went.  By 
this time, load-line (PTC’s unique word for rush 
hour) was over and the starter at Sansom Street 
had finished for the day, as had the one at 
Juniper Street.  Since the 13 had once worked 
out of Callowhill, this low 2700 (I presume) car 
had route 13 signs in it. So at 15th Street I 
signed up 13—YEADON VIA CHESTER 
AVENUE and was just about on my time as the 
previous trip, had I actually done it as scheduled, 
would have been my lunch break trip at Yeadon.  
I distinctly remember some passengers saying, 
“Wow, look at the new trolley!” and “Look at all 
these little windows.”  Certainly not the cars they 
were used to.  Otherwise the trip into the tunnel 
and out of the tunnel was uneventful. 
 
Upon arrival at Yeadon I pulled into the lunch 
track again and waited until my correct time 
came to leave, and inbound I went again, right 
on time marked 13—CITY HALL VIA SUBWAY.  
Again, an uneventful trip, except for the fact that 
I was having a ball.  Coming out of the tunnel at 
40th Street I encountered a supervisor (the first 
one I had seen all day) and he went ballistic, to 

say the least.  Literally running from his car he 
stopped me from leaving the 40th Street stop.  
“Where in the hell did you get that thing?” he 
screamed, “That won’t fit into the tunnel.”  I told 
him I had (obviously) just come out of the tunnel 
it had made two trips so far without hitting the 
wall or anything else, whereupon he unloaded 
the car, grabbing the next car, which happened 
to be a 50—WOODLAND for my passengers, 
and told me to take my car to Woodland NOW.  
Crap, no more fun.  When I rounded the corner 
from 50th Street into Greenway, the switchman 
there looked astonished and said almost the 
same thing, but with much more gusto, “Where 
did you get THAT THING??”  By this time, the 
supervisor had arrived (probably Supervisor 
Showers, as he was the only one I ever had any 
problems with).  He instructed me to get a proper 
car and go to Mount Moriah and break in on my 
time for my last trip.  Okay, I did, making my last 
round trip on the 13 before pulling the car in to 
the depot.  By now, I think the whole world had 
found out and Depot Manager McCormack 
(whom they may have called in from home) was 
there and he told me in no uncertain terms, “You 
brought THAT THING here, now you take THAT 
THING back to where you got it, NOW!”  Well, 
okay.  My own private fan trip and on overtime 
as well.  How could you beat that? 
 
Well, I could have beat it by having my camera.  
No digital cameras then, and no pocket cameras 
either and, of course, no mobile telephone 
cameras.  My camera was just too big to fit in my 
ammo box along with everything else I needed 
(changer, tokens, cash fund, punch, rulebook, 
accident cards, food and other assorted stuff) 
and I seldom had it with me. This is one of the 
most regretful things about my time running 
streetcars (and later, trains for that matter) was 
not having my camera with me at all times, as I 
do now.  But off I went on a round-about route … 
definitely NOT in the subway … back to 
Callowhill.  I’m sure I ran over all the over the top 
trackage and probably all the way up to 40th and 
Girard.  When I arrived at Callowhill, I was given 
the same car I had turned in. It had been 
repaired, yes they did it that fast back in the day 
and I made my way back to Woodland well after 
dark.  Not a bad day’s fun and not bad for the 
pay check either. 
 
My days at Woodland lasted until the next 
system pick when I went to Germantown and got 
to run the all-electrics legally on what I thought 
was the best line on the system.  Unfortunately 
Germantown Depot was a little too far away from 
Drexelbrook and after a winter and summer 
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there, I went back to Woodland.  By this time the 
cars not stopping had become a real problem 
and I once again opted for the railroad, 
becoming a ticket agent at North Philadelphia.  
Well after my 90 days, there I bid a ticket office 
job at Baltimore and moved back to Baltimore, 
probably because of my involvement at the 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum.  The same boss 
was still in charge of the Baltimore ticket office 
and he was chagrined to say the least, but there 
was nothing he could do.  From there on is 
history. 
 
I had loads of fun running streetcars in 
Philadelphia and have dozens of stories, mostly 
funny, with no tragic events in that three year 
stint of my life. 
 
The photo on page five shows a view of a very 
young 23-year-old John Engleman running one 
of the all-electrics during his time as an operator 
at Germantown Depot.  The exact date, location, 
and photographer are unknown and he does not 
even remember the photo being taken. 
 

AN AFTERWORD 

REGARDING ROUTE #10 

By Harry Donahue 
 
When the first air electric PCCs (#2501-#2580) 

went into service at Callowhill Depot in early 

1941, they were not permitted on any route that 

ran into the subway.  According to the late Ernie 

Mozer, PTC’s engineers had decided that the 

new cars would not fit around the curves that 

looped under City Hall.  This myth was finally 

proven false in 1955 when the 8000 series Brills 

were replaced by PCCs … but only air cars!  The 

PTC engineers of the mid 1950s had decided 

that the wheels on the newer all-electrics, due to 

their lack of brake shoes, would not maintain the 

high polish necessary to activate the signal 

system  in the subway. 

 

Remnants of these myths lasted well in the 

1960s, as recalled by BSM/FPT member John 

Engleman when he was an operator for PTC in 

the mid-1960s.  Finally, in July 1968, six all-

electric cars were transferred from Luzerne to 

Woodland for service in the subway.  Among 

these was car #2168, now preserved at the 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum. 

 

DUES ARE DUE 

 
It’s hard to believe, but our membership 
year ends on June 30, 2018.  Why not 
beat the rush and send in your dues 
renewal now?  The renewal form is 
included in this Streamliner.  

 

PROGRESS REPORT ON 
PST #23 

Update and Photo by George Sharretts,  
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

 
The weather since winter sure has not 
cooperated for doing trolley car work outdoors, 
but with a break in the rain (finally), work has 
started up again on PST #23 out in Newtown 
Square.  A full update will be shared in the next 
issue, but roof, window and body work has all 
begun again in earnest.  While a complete 
destination sign with the West Chester stops is 
being worked on, the car now proudly displays 
LARCHMONT in proper font on the Newtown 
Square end, and WEST CHESTER on the end 
facing West Chester.  Number 23 is slowly 
getting there an inch at a time, and the Newtown 
Square Railroad Museum remains grateful to 
everyone who has supported the restoration of 
this static display right next to where she used to 
run.  
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FPT HELPS 
PENNSYLVANIA’S 

SHORTEST TROLLEY LINE 
Article by Matt Nawn 

Photos by Tony Greiner 
 
The Manheim Historical Society in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, operates a restored 1926 
Birney car that was built by J. G. Brill in 
Philadelphia, and operated by Lancaster’s 
Conestoga Transportation Company as car #236 
until 1947.  The car is housed in a small 
purpose-built barn and runs along a short stretch 
of track next to the society’s restored 1881 
railroad station in the Borough of Manheim. 
 
Members of the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 

visited the society on April 14, 2018 to perform 
maintenance work on #236 prior to the start of 
the society’s 2018 operating season.  Matt 
Nawn, Andrew Nawn, Bill Monaghan, Mike 
Lawson, George Rich, Jerry Sateriale, John 
Boyle, Jerry Evans and Chris Powell had a great 
day working on the car and enjoying time with 
several members of the historical society. 
 
FPT’s efforts in this endeavor were the subject of 
an article in the Lititz Record in April.  The story 
is still posted online at: 
 
HTTP://LITITZRECORD.COM/NEWS/PHILLY-
ORGANIZATION-LENDS-A-HAND-TO-MANHEIMS-
RESTORED-TROLLEY-CAR/ 
 
This interesting and unique little trolley car 
operates from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. on Sundays, 
weather permitting, between June and 
September.  It’s worth a visit!  FPT appreciates 
the partnership of the Manheim Historical 
Society in keeping this historic vehicle operable 
for the educational benefit of future generations. 
 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
PROVIDED BY THE FRIENDS 

OF PHILADELPHIA 
TROLLEYS 

By Matt Nawn 
 
Perhaps at least some of you reading this issue 
of The Streamliner are curious about the 
relationship between a Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
vehicle and physical support from the Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys.  This type of work falls 
under what we call Technical Support. 

IN FRONT OF #236: Bill Monaghan, George Rich, Mike Lawson, 
Chris Powell, Jerry Sateriale, Andrew Nawn, Jerry Evans, Matt 
Nawn. Not pictured: John Boyle (had to leave early but helped 
work on car). 

INSIDE #236: Mike Lawson performs some needed mechanical 
repairs inside the car. 

READY TO GO: That’s Jerry Sateriale (in shadow), Matt Nawn, 
Andrew Nawn, George Rich (in shadow) in front of #236. 
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Our incorporation documents and guiding 
philosophy stipulate that our financial support 
(restoration grant program) be dedicated 
exclusively to preservation of electric transit 
vehicles from the Philadelphia area.  However, 
our technical support, since it involves no 
organizational funds, can include help for 
vehicles beyond just those from the Philadelphia 
area.  Hence, why it has included things like 
providing technical documentation; restoration 
planning, estimating, and management support 
for restoration projects; and physical work on a 
variety of vehicles from outside the Philadelphia 
area, including former Conestoga Traction 
Company #236, former New Jersey Transit cars 
#25 and #26 and even an ex-Toronto PCC?  Our 
group got into this work quite accidentally; I 
believe it began at Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
several years ago during a maintenance session 
on SEPTA #2168, when we were asked if we 
could take a look at propulsion issue involving 
former Baltimore Transit Company PCC Car 
#7407 while we were there.  Seemed a little 
ridiculous to say no, we can only fix Philly cars. 
 
FPT has no “favorite” museum, nor has any 
interest in creating a museum of its own as we 
have stated since our organization was founded 
in 2003.  The group’s mission is to provide 
support to established museums and financial 
support to Philadelphia area cars preserved in 
these places.  Thanks to the overwhelming 
generosity of our donors, we’ve provided over 
$150,000.00 in preservation grants to date and 
have provided technical support in one form or 
another for entities from coast to coast.  
Requests for help outstrip our financial and 
resource capacity at times, but we do the best 
we can to help. 
 
It’s a lot of fun for good causes! 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR NOW! 

 
Twenty Dollar Day at the 
Baltimore Streetcar will be 
coming up on the first Saturday 
in November, November 3rd.  
Stay tuned for further details. 

IN HIS ELEMENT: Mr. PCC, a.k.a. Andrew Nawn, was thrilled to 
ride an original PCC in actual revenue service a few weeks ago.   
The photo was taken by Mr. PCC’s father.  It is reported that he 
loved his ride but reported that the dynamic brakes seemed a 
little rough and recommended his father and Jerry Evans 
investigate the matter further!  No wonder Andrew enjoyed the 
ride.  PCC #3268 is a Pullman-Standard air car … one of the 
very few of this type operating in revenue service.  This car was 
part of a 1942 order by Boston Elevated Railway, which was 
delivered in 1944-1945, due to wartime restrictions.  This order 
included cars #3222-#3271. 



 
 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #8042’s restoration campaign. 
 
Name:                  
Address:                 
City:          State:     ZIP:     
E-mail:         Phone:         
Donation Amount: $     
 
DOUBLE MATCH!  Your donation will be matched by Washington County (PA) Community Foundation and the 
20th Century Electric Railway Foundation.  As the final grant will be awarded at the end of summer, please send in 
your contribution by August 15, 2018.  Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC.  Please be sure to mark on your check that your donation is for car #8042.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 



FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

 

HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 
 

Check one:   New Member (Welcome!)    Renewal (Thanks for Renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          

 

I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC. as indicated below and enclose the appropriate dues: 
 
Please check one: 

  Regular $35.00 

  Student (under 18) $15.00 

  Retired (over 60) $25.00 

  Life member $500.00 

  Additional Donation $  

Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. Box 33397, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
has donated over $155,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1 to the following June 30.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 


