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By Harry Donahue 
Pictures from the Andy Maginnis Collection 

 
e are pleased to announce that the 
challenge grant for Philadelphia 
Transportation Company car #8042 has 

been met through the efforts of the Pennsylvania 
Trolley Museum.  A facsimile of the letter from 
PTM’s Executive Director Scott Becker wrote to 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys tells the story. 
 

 
Hello Matt, Harry and Bill, 
 
I am very happy to report that we 
have raised over $33,074.00 to meet 
the 20th Century Electric Railway 
Foundation's Challenge Grant!  We 
are particularly pleased with the 
response from our supporters to this 
fund from the Washington County 
Community Foundation’s Gives 
Campaign Event on Sept 12 which 
brought in over $23,874.00!  This 
includes the WCCF’s match and bonus 
money they added to donations 
received. 
 
I have requested that the 20th 
Century Electric Railway Foundation 
release their $25,000.00 grant for 
this project! 
 
I want to thank you all for your 
efforts to raise funds for PTC 8042.  
Our volunteers have been hard at 
work on this car and once Keith Bray 
returns, it should move along at a 
faster pace. 
 
Thanks again for your continued 
support! 

Scott R. Becker 

Executive Director 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

 
The pictures above show #8042’s last day on 
Route #55.  The bottom one shows the car on 
Old York Road, south of Highland Avenue, in the 
Abington Township. 
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SEPTA #2168 GETS 
SOME NEEDED ATTENTION 

By Harry Donahue 
 
SEPTA #2168 was recently out of service while 
FPT members Matt Nawn, Bill Monaghan, Gerry 
Evans and Mike Lawson performed a complete 
inspection and adjustment of the car’s shaft 
brakes.  The picture below catches the car being 
tested on the Baltimore Streetcar Museum’s 
main line as BSM’s Peter Witt car #6119 passes 
by. 

IN THE BEGINNING, THERE 
WAS THE FIRST PICTURE 

 
All rail fans have their first experience in taking 
pictures of their favorite vehicles … trolleys in 
this instance.  FPT Director Matt Nawn sent this 
picture of Harry Donahue’s first picture, taken 
with a Kodak Brownie box camera.  Harry was 
13 at the time and the car was signed for the #34 
line, Bill’s Monaghan’s SEPTA route.  It’s a nice 
shot of the tree and 1955 Pontiac as well. 

 

 
The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT DIRECTORS: 

Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

EDITOR: 
Editor Secretum 

 
FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
encourage you to visit and support trolley 
museums dedicated to the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, including the 
following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

Halton County Radial Railway 
www.hcry.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment 
you’d like to submit for the newsletter?  
Contact us via the e-mail address listed above. 

 
© 2019, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

 

http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
mailto:FPT2799@Comcast.net
http://www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/
http://www.ectma.org/
http://www.newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org/
http://www.nymtmuseum.org/
http://www.pa-trolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.trolleymuseum.org/
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org/
http://www.hcry.org/


 

The Streamliner Page 3. Fall 2018 

REMEMBERING A MOZER— 

ENGLEMAN FAN TRIP 

 

Articles and Photos by John Engleman 

 
I started running streetcar fan trips when I was in 
the 10th grade.  My first two attempts were 
nighttime “party” trips.  I think I was sort of put 
out by not being invited to the normal high school 
parties, so I devised my own parties with a 
couple of my good friends.  I contacted the public 
relations boss at Baltimore Transit and he put 
me in touch with the charter manager.  I 
seriously doubt he knew I was 15 years old but 
said okay, so on November 4, 1959, off we went 
on what was the beginning of a long string of fan 
trips.  We probably had 15-20 people and I can 
tell you it wasn’t the normal trolley car charter.  
This trip became the predecessor of some really 
wild party trips in Baltimore which lasted right up 
until the next-to-last night of streetcar operations 
there. 
 
My second attempt on running a fan trip, and the 
first one where trolley fans were invited to come 
along, came on New Year’s Eve 1959.  That trip 
became the first of another long running series of 
trips, the annual New Year’s Eve trips.  From 
Baltimore, I branched out to Washington with a 
couple of Silver Sightseer trips and one with D.C. 
Transit’s sole all-electric PCC, #1487.  From 
there, it was up to Philadelphia, where I ran a 
great number of trips.  Obviously, the Baltimore 
trips didn’t last long and the Washington ones 
even less time, but the Philadelphia trips became 
an institution. 
 
I ran a large number of successful fan trips 
operating out of Luzerne and Callowhill, 
requesting rail fan operators that I had met and 
were just crazy enough to want to run a trip for 
what many Philly fans called the “Baltimore 
nuts.”  Our trips were nutty, I will agree.  We 
didn’t just get on the car and sit down and quietly 
ride around.  We had fun.  We played pranks.  
We did unusual things.  But, we were always 
safe, never having any trouble, and always left 
the car in as good of shape as we received it … 
sometimes better. 

When I turned 21, I went to work for PTC 
(Philadelphia Transportation Company, the 
forerunner to SEPTA).  I decided I still wanted to 
run fan trips and generally used Jim Markert 
from Luzerne as the operator.  Jim was just as 
crazy as we were and he fit in just perfectly.  On 
a couple trips we even brought up our previous 
Baltimore motormen along for the ride. 
 
For one trip, I was working out of Germantown 
on the #23 line and decided I wanted to be my 
own motorman.  Word spread around and the 
trip quickly sold out and required a second car.  I 
hadn’t been at Germantown long enough to 
know anyone for a second car motorman so I 
enlisted the help of a Woodland Depot motorman 
whom I had previously worked with, long time rail 
fan Ernie Mozer.  Of course at the time 
Woodland was a strictly air car depot and Ernie 
wouldn’t be caught dead on an electric car 
anyway, so we ran the trip with one of each.  I 
had picked out recently shopped #2747 for my 
car, and asked Ernie to pick out one of his 
favorites that also had been recently shopped.  
He picked #2609. 
 
PTC had requested that we start the trip 
somewhere other than at a depot, so I picked 
40th Street Portal.  Not only was it convenient for 
Ernie, it was convenient for me as I didn’t have 
to pay for deadheading a car somewhere.  Since 
I was running my own car from Germantown, a 
deadhead cost didn’t apply for that car.  The trip 
was to start at 10 A.M., so somewhere around 8 
A.M.,I started out on a roundabout route into 
West Philly.  I’m sure I had some fans with me 
but that was eons ago and there is no way I can 
remember who.  I’m lucky that I remember even 
doing it.  We met up at Woodland and the two of 
us proceeded to the Portal where the two 
carloads of fans boarded.  Everyone had their 
choice of car and could swap at any point along 
the route where we happened to be together.  
We exchanged our expected routes but didn’t 
exactly follow each other around all day but we 
did manage to be at the same place at the same 
time a couple times.  We both ended up at the 
Portal at 6 P.M., whereupon I deadheaded back 
to Germantown and Ernie pulled in to Woodland, 
both of us tired but happy after a really good day. 
 
One of the truly memorable moments for me on 
the trip was the racing a westbound Market-
Frankford train through the subway.  I sat at the 
old 15th Street Station for quite a while, making 
sure there were no trolleys in front of me, then 
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waited for a train of Market-Frankford Budd cars 
to pull out of 15th Street. Car #2747 had its 
shunts plugged in and it could be “goosed.”  The 
two of us tore through the tunnel and I don’t think 
a trolley car ever went through 22nd Street 
Station as fast as I did, still paralleling the el 
train.  Going down the hill under the river I 
started pulling away.  People in the rear seat 
later told me that the tunnel was lit up in one 
continuous blue arc from the trolley wheel.  I 
passed that el train right at the bottom of the 
river and pulled into 30th Street before he did.  
There were looks, some head shaking and a 
wave from the el motorman as we left 30th 
Street together. 
 
The trip went off without a hitch and was 
followed later on by the January 22nd trip, where 
I needed three cars.  This time we all used 
Germantown cars however.  Those three cars 
were #2739, #2755 and #2792. 
 
The two pictures below show one of the meeting 
points between the cars.  The first one is Ernie 
Mozer’s car #2609 and my car #2747 at the 
northern terminus of Route #6 northern terminus 
at City Line Avenue.  The one below it show the 
car on Richmond Street, next to the Reading 
Railroad’s tracks.  Note that both of the car’s 
trolleys poles are as high as they can be, 
because of the elevation of the trolley wire. 

PST CAR #23’s 
RESTORATION UPDATE 

 
Compiled by Matt Nawn from information provided by 

George Sharretts 
 
We are happy to report that former PST/SEPTA 
Car #23 continues to make excellent progress as 
a static display at the Newtown Square Railroad 
Museum.  The dedication of the museum to 
transform this car from a deteriorated hulk to a 
source of community pride adjacent to where it 
spent part of its service life is impressive.  The 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys is happy to 
continue to provide technical advice and support 
to this worthwhile project. 
 
Recent progress on Car #23 has focused on the 
following features of work: 
 

ROOF REPAIR WORK 
PERFORMED BY OUTSIDE CONTRACTOR 

  
The installation of the new roof is mostly 
completed.  The old roof material was removed, 
all metal cleaned, treated and primed and the 
new plywood installed.  Two coatings of roofing 
material were applied to the plywood. The 
ventilators were sandblasted and painted, 
frames for them installed and they have been 
loosely installed on the roof.  Remaining roof 
work includes finishing off some body-filler work 
at the car ends (over the operator areas) and 
along some spots on the sides above the gutter, 
installing exhaust fans under the vent caps (to 
help keep the interior cool in warm weather, 
installing the mounts for the trolley boards (in 
advance of pole assembly sandblasting, painting 
and installation) and then finally painting the 
metal black and applying the final roof coating 
layer (which is also black).  We have come a 
LONG way but there is some more to do.  
Bottom line—it is basically watertight for the first 
time in many years! 
 
FABRICATION OF REPLACEMENT PASSENGER DOORS 

BY OUTSIDE CONTRACTOR 
  
Please see the progress photos that accompany 
this article.  Work in progress is impressive! 
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WINDOW REPAIRS 

 

All nine broken windows were repaired.  New 

glass was obtained, the window frames were 

disassembled, new glass installed, gaskets 

repaired and everything put back together and 

re-installed. 

 

FIRST SAMPLE SEATS RESTORED 

 

One passenger seat and one operator seat have 

been restored to date.  The first passenger seat 

restoration was sponsored by The Friends of 

Philadelphia Trolleys to help kick off the 

museum’s forthcoming “Donate a Seat” drive 

and the operator’s seat restoration was 

sponsored by Harry Donahue.  The restored 

seats look fantastic!  These seats are currently 

stored in the train station until the museum can 

be certain that they will not be damaged by being 

in the car.  Short term efforts are planned to 

clean up and work on one operator end so we 

can let people inside just that part soon.  The 

operator seat will look fantastic.  The operator’s 

shield has been removed so it is open as 

originally built (like PST #14 at Pennsylvania 

Trolley Museum).  There is a lot of repair work, 

sandblasting of small components, etc., to do, 

but the museum has a plan and is working 

according to their plan.  Getting those first two 

seats restored really gave a sense of hope that 

the interior restoration COULD happen!  They 

will be a great PR piece not just for more seats 

but for the entire interior and a great before/after 

visual for people. 

 

EXTERIOR CAR BODY STABILIZED WITH POR-15 

 

There is a LOT of car body work to do, but the 

POR-15 rust preventative really stabilized a lot of 

the rust damage and has given the museum a 

great foundation off from which to work. 

 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourages 

all of its members and friends to see firsthand 

the progress on #23 by visiting the Newtown 

Square Railroad Museum, located at Drexel 

Lodge Park, 4140 West Chester Pike, Newtown 

Square, Pennsylvania 19073.  Take a look at 

their presence on the World Wide Web at: 

 

WWW.NEWTOWNSQUARERAILROADMUSEUM.ORG 

and 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NEWTOWNSQUARERAILROADMUSEUM. 

http://www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.
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FPT MAKES A DONATION TO 
THE FOX RIVER 

TROLLEY MUSEUM 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys has donated 
three vintage sleet cutters to Fox River Trolley 
Museum in Elgin, Illinois.  These are needed to 
scrape ice from the overhead wire during severe 
winter weather.    While FPT’s by-laws restrict 
financial donations to former Philadelphia area 
cars in museums, we try to help other museums 
wherever we can.  It is important that the trolley 
preservation movement work together in this day 
and age.   Several years ago, FPT helped to 
arrange the donation of used trolley poles to Fox 
River and Illinois Railway Museums.  The picture 
above right shows one of the cutters.  The “OB” 
marque reveals its manufacturer, the Ohio Brass 
Company of Mansfield, Ohio. 

 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AT 
TROLLEY PORTAL GARDENS 

By Bill Monaghan 
 
On December 22, 2018 SEPTA sponsored a 
Holiday Celebration at Trolley Portal Gardens. 
The Holiday Trolley operated from 40th Street to 
13th and Market Street giving out free rides to 
children 4-16 years of age.  SEPTA Elmwood 
Light Rail operator David Musgrove, pictured 
below, decorated SEPTA Light Rail Vehicle 
#9055 for the Holiday Season.  This event was 
sponsored by SEPTA, the University City Arts 
League and Trolley Car Station. 
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SEPTA’s Callowhill division’s operator, Gary 
Mason, pictured near bottom left, decorated PCC 
II #2331 in a festive holiday theme.  The 
accompanying pictures show the car in various 
places in Philadelphia, The additional pictures 
show the car in various places on Girard Avenue 
in Philadelphia, one near the Philadelphia Zoo 
and the other one at 19th Street and Girard 
Avenue. 

Speaking of Christmas, that’s Harry Donahue on 
SEPTA #2168 at Baltimore Streetcar Museum’s 
Santa’s Streetcar event. 



 

 Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys
 PCC II Trolley Excursion

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019 

This charter is in conjunction with the EAST PENN TRACTION MEET in Allentown, Pennsylvania on 
May 17 through May 19, 2019. 
 
TIME AND PLACE: 11: 00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., departing from SEPTA’s Elmwood Depot 
EQUIPMENT:  PCC II 
ROUTING:  SEPTA Routes #11, #13, #34 and #36 
FARE:   $45.00 per person 
EXTRAS:  Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase on the car. 
 
To reserve a seat, please mail check for $45.00, made out to FPT, INC., to Harry Donahue, 103 
Mulberry Court, Morgantown PA 19543.  Need more information?  Contact Harry Donahue at 
HAD2709@AOL.COM OR Bill Monaghan at TROLLEYDRIVER@COMCAST.NET. 
 

 Please cut on the line below and send this form with your payment.  

 
Name:                

Address:                

City:          State:     ZIP:     

Number of  Tickets:     Total Amount Enclosed: $      

Email:        Phone:       

mailto:had2709@aol.com
mailto:trolleydriver@comcast.net


 
 

Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
 Proudly Sponsors the Spring 2019

 “TWENTY DOLLAR DAY” EVENT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When:   Saturday, May 11, 2019 
Time:  10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Where:  National Capital Trolley Museum 

1313 Bonifant Road 
Colesville MD 20905–5955 

 
We invite you to support the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys and the National Capital Trolley Museum, while 
having an enjoyable time at our upcoming event. Your $20.00 contribution earns you the opportunity to ride, 
photograph and operate (under instruction) various trolley cars from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
 
A hosted tour of the NCTM Maintenance Car House (not typically open to visitors) will be offered as well, along 
with a special presentation by the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys on projects past and present in the NCTM 
auditorium. 
 
All proceeds from this event will go towards the future restoration of Philadelphia & West Chester Traction 
Company/Red Arrow Lines/SEPTA Car #85.  Since 2005, The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys has made 
contributions of $185,000.00 towards restoration projects in seven different museums.  Your participation in 
Twenty Dollar Day will help us continue to grow our support of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage! 

 
Need More Information? Email: FPT2799@COMCAST.NET or MWNTROLLEY@AOL.COM  

Web: WWW.FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG 
 

 

mailto:FPT2799@comcast.net
mailto:mwntrolley@aol.com
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org

