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By Matthew W. Nawn 
Pictures by the Author and Bill Monaghan 

 
aturday, September 19, 2020 was a memorable day 
for the Baltimore Streetcar Museum, the Friends 
of Philadelphia Trolleys and perhaps most 

importantly, Eagle Scout Candidate Matthew E. Nawn.  
After more than 1,100 hours of work over a period of 
two years and one day, Phase I Exterior Restoration of 
PRT C-145 was completed.   
 
The C-145 Project made remarkable progress over the 
summer, with volunteer work being performed virtually 
every summer Saturday (and a number of weekdays as 
well), to bring the first phase of this project to 
completion.  Along with the work being performed 
onsite, master carpenter Jerry Sateriale spent many 
hours in his workshop, including fabrication of all 16 
new car body window frames.  Mike Lawson continued 
to restore items in his home workshop as well.  From 
June 1st until September 19th, the restoration team 
completed the remaining 80% of replacement siding on 
the B side of the car; repaired the main door on the B 
side of the car; fabricated and installed the remaining 
wood and metal trim; fabricated a new main door 
threshold; fabricated new bumpers; completed final 
painting to the B side and both ends; installed the 
restored headlights and exterior hardware; primed, 
painted and installed the replacement window frames 
and glazing; reinstalled of the whistles; replaced the 
trolley ropes; and performed touchup painting.  
Volunteers during this period included ED AMRHEIN, 
MIKE BARRON, HARRY DONAHUE, MARK DAWSON, 
GARY FAIRBANKS, BUSTER HUGHES, MIKE LAWSON, 
JUAN LUCAS, CARL MERSON, BILL MONAGHAN, 
ANDREW NAWN, BETH NAWN, MEGAN NAWN, 
GEORGE RICH, ERIC SANDERS, JERRY SATERIALE, 
CHERI TRACY, and LOGAN TRACY.  Matthew E. Nawn 
was the Project Manager and Matt (Matthew W.) Nawn 
was the Project Coach. 

The completion ceremony for C-145 Phase I and 
Matthew E. Nawn’s Eagle Scout Service Project were 
held on a beautiful Saturday afternoon on September 
19, 2020.  The ceremony was skillfully recorded by 
Logan Tracy and can be view at 
HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/ZMWCV4_MQ_K. 
 
With Phase I completed, the project moves to Phase II 
Interior Restoration.  Andrew Nawn and Logan Tracy 
will be leading this part of the project under the 
mentorship of Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn.  There 
are a few punch list items carried over from Phase I 
which will be completed during Phase II, too.  
Preliminary work for Phase II has already commenced 
and we expect work to begin in earnest later this fall.  
The Baltimore Streetcar Museum and the Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys thank all of the sponsors and 
volunteers who continue to make this remarkable 
restoration of a 97-year old work car feasible. 
 
More pictures of this milestone may be found elsewhere 
in this issue of The Streamliner. 

https://youtu.be/zmWcV4_mQ_k
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PTC’S SNOWSWEEPER C-127 
LEAVES BSM 

Story and Pictures by Harry Donahue 
 
On Monday, September 14, 2020, Philadelphia 
Transportation Company’s (PTC) sweeper C-127 was 
loaded on to a Silk Road Trucking, LLC flatbed truck 
and departed the Baltimore Streetcar Museum (BSM)  
for its home at Electric City Trolley Museum(ECTM) in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania.  C-127 had been stored at BSM 
as a favor to ECTM for almost ten years, but the space 
was sorely needed for other cars in the BSM collection.  
C-127 is a sister car to recently restored C-145, and is a 
complete intact car.  The restoration team at BSM took 
about 18 months to overhaul C-145; so hopefully, 
ECTM can put a team together to do the same for C-
127.  These 97-year-old cars are real gems from a 
bygone traction era. 
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Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
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Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 
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FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 33397, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142-0397 

 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage you 
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated to the 
preservation of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, 
including the following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
National Capital Trolley Museum 

www.dctrolley.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment you’d like 
to submit for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-
mail address listed above. 
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http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
mailto:FPT2799@Comcast.net
http://www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/
http://www.ectma.org/
http://www.dctrolley.org/
http://www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org/
http://www.nymtmuseum.org/
http://www.pa-trolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.trolleymuseum.org/
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org/


 

The Streamliner Page 3. Summer 2020 

KAWASAKI CAR #9000 MARKS 40 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

Story by Harry Donahue 
Pictures Furnished by Russ Jackson 

 
October 2020 marks forty years since Kawasaki car 
#9000 went into service on SEPTA’s Route #11 
Darby-Subway Surface.  Car #9000 and Red Arrow 
Division car #100 were the only “K cars” completely 
constructed in Japan.  After testing during the Summer 
and Fall of 1980, it went into revenue service.  Friends 
of Philadelphia Trolleys had planned to charter #9000 
for an anniversary trip on November 5th and again for 
New Year’s Eve, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
both trips have been postponed until next year.  So, as 
they say, “stay tuned.” 

The picture on the left shows #9000 with a beautiful 
rainbow over its roof.  The picture below left shows 
cars #100 and #9000 at the Kawasaki Heavy Industries 
plant in Japan.  The picture below that shows car #9000 
on the Eastwick Loop in August 1980.  Finally, the 
picture directly below catches #9000 “failing to 
proceed” (disabled) on Erie Avenue, west of Broad 
Street in March 1981.  (“Fails to proceed” is the term 
Roll-RoyceTM motorcars uses when their vehicles break 
down.) 

FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA 

TROLLEYS DONATES $4,000.00 TO 

PTC #8042 
Contributed by Harry Donahue 

Pictures by Jack Demnyan 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys donated $4,000.00 
to the Annual Washington County Cares Foundation 
(WCCF) in Washington, Pennsylvania.  WCCF 
sponsors an annual matching grants program to the 
various non-profits in Washington County.  Since the 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum (PTM) is a participant in 
this program, this donation was given specifically for 
Philadelphia Transportation Company’s single end 
#8042, built in 1923 by the J.G. Brill Company. 
 
The front platform has been completely rebuilt.  Work 
is now being done to rebuild the entire rear platform.  
All new ceiling panels will also be installed.  Car #8042 
was one of the “eighty hundred” cars modernized by 
PTC in 1940-41.  The pictures on the next page clearly 
show the work that is sorely needed. 
 
The plan at PTM is to restore the car to around the 
1953 area.  There are two other cars preserved from the 
535 built between 1923 and 1926: #8530 is owned by a 
private family and #8534 is at Electric City Trolley 
Museum in Scranton.  
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The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys would like to take 
this opportunity to sincerely thank and acknowledge 
those folks who generously contributed to the #8042’s 
fund raiser this year.  They include: 

Chuck Blardone, Jr. 
John Boyle 

Chris Buckley 
Tom Caldwell 

Jim Dornberger 
Harry Donahue 

Burton Eisenberg 
Joseph Gerig 

Howard Goodman 
Charles Greene 

Mike Hardy 
Dave Horwitz 
Karl Johnson 
Bill Keigher 

Bill Monaghan 

Glenn Morrison 
Tom Mozer 
Matt Nawn 

Michael O’Grady 
Dale Rothenberger 
Leonard Resto, Jr. 

Ed Springer 

If anyone’s name is missing, please let us know, so that 
we can make it right.  Again, thank you! 

PCC #2743 CHARTERED BY 

BSM’S SWEEPER TEAM 
Story Pictures by Harry Donahue 

Pictures by Bill Monaghan 
 
On Saturday, August 22, 2020, restored Philadelphia 
Transportation Company’s PCC #2743 was privately 
charted at the Rockhill Trolley Museum (RTY) by the 
restoration team, who has been working all summer on 
sweeper C-145, now at the Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
(BSM).  With RTY closed to the public that day, the 
group had a chance to operate the car, along with 
former Public Service of New Jersey’s PCC #6, without 
having to interfere with regular operation cars. 
 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we could not 
open the charter to the public in order that social 
distancing could be maintained.  All those in attendance 
were asked to make a donation, so we were able to 
donate $200.00 to RTY to cover the power used. 

PTC #2743 represents the second largest recipient of 
FPT grant funding, with approximately $50,000.00 
raised over a several year period for traction motor 
repairs, car body repairs and interior restoration.  Since 
the car is used infrequently in public operation, the day 
provided for some needed exercise for this beautifully 
restored PCC car.  A pizza lunch and lots of photo 
stops made for a most enjoyable day. 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST: 
FORMER TROLLEY ROUTE #5 

By Harry Donahue 
Pictures by Eric M. Sanders 

 
FPT member Eric Sanders recently shared these photos 
(top right) showing one block of old trolley tracks, 
cobblestones included, on South 2nd Street.  The 
location is between Pine and Lombard Streets, in one of 
the oldest sections of Philadelphia.  From 1905 until 
December 25, 1955, these tracks were used by a heavy 
trolley line which ran from the terminal at Frankford 
and Bridge Streets deep into South Philadelphia via 
Frankford Ave, then to Ritner Street, via 2nd and 3rd 
Streets.  The line became Route #5, when it received 
Nearside cars in June 1912.  The car lines did not have 
route numbers until the Mitten management 
(Philadelphia Rapid Transit) took over the system in 
1911.  Route #5 was served by two-man “Nearsides” 
from 1912 until September 1948, when it received 48 
brand-new, one-man all-electric PCC cars, numbers 
2152-2200. 
 
Unfortunately, Route #5 was an early casualty of the 

National City Lines management, which took control of 
PTC in early 1955.  In September 1955, the 2100-series 
cars were transferred to Luzerne Depot to replace the 
air cars from Route #47 which had been sent to West 
Philly for the opening of the new Subway-Surface 
extension.  For its remaining four months of trolley 

service, Route #5 used 
the newly acquired ex 
Kansas City cars 
numbers 2251 to 2290 
until the GM buses 
took over on Christmas 
Day 1955. 
 

PCC #2168, now restored at Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum, spent eight years on Route #5.  Unfortunately 
we have not yet been able to find a photo of it on that 
line.  However, when #2168 was chartered in 1998 for 
its 50th birthday it did carry a #5—FRANKFORD-
BRIDGE destination. 
 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS: 
SAN FRANCISCO CHARTERS 

Story and Pictures by Harry Donahue 
 

It was a really busy weekend in San Francisco, 
California in August 2006.  Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys hosted a trackless trolley charter on Saturday 
and a PCC charter on Sunday.  Both were sellouts.  
There were a lot of people from the east coast, 
including Toronto for that charter.  
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The picture above is of the chartered MUNI PCC 
passing by Saint Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, located 
on Valley Street.  Saint Paul’s became very famous in 
the two Sister Act movies, starring comedienne 
Whoopee Goldberg.  For those who might remember, 
FPT’s first-ever official charter was held in June 2003. 
 

UPDATE ON PST/SEPTA’S 
SAINT LOUIS CAR #23 

By Matt Nawn 
 
The Newtown Square Museum has sent us an 
informative email, giving a status report on their efforts 
of preservation this car.  Here is a list of their recent 
progress: 
 
 The car’s roof is essentially done that required a 

good deal of metal work down to the gutter line. 
 The repairs around destination signs’ windows are 

done.  The window glass and gaskets are ready for 
installation. 

 Digital reproductions of destination signs are in 
process of being made. 

 Future plans are to install half the seats in the cars 
that will allow display cases to be placed in the car 
to tell about its history to visitors. 

 
The map at the top of the next column shows an 
historic view of the area through which the Philadelphia 
Suburban Transportation’s cars ran.  The diagonal 
street that runs from the bottom left of the map to the 
top right is West Chester Pike.  The legend “West 
Chester Division” is marked on the upper half of the 
street on the map that is a reference to the trolley line.  
There is no “official” date on the map; however, take a 
look at two land plats for the Edgewood Park 
subdivision.  Edgewood Park is bisected by Westchester 
Pike.  One section was platted in 1939 and the other in 
1940. 
 
If you would like more information about the museum, 
take a minute to visit them on their website at: 
HTTPS://NEWTOWNSQUARERAILROADMUSEUM.ORG. 

ANOTHER UPDATE: 
SEPTA’S 2020 ROUTE #10 
STREET TRACK PROJECT 

Story and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 
 
SEPTA’s 2020 Street Track Renewal Capital Project 
took place this summer on the Route #10 trolley line. 
SEPTA replaced the tracks, on Lansdowne Avenue 
between 54th to 63rd Streets.  This project, which 
started on June 15, 2020, finished on September 5, 
2020.  The picture below catches SEPTA #9089 is on 
Lansdowne Avenue at Felton Street on new rail on 
September 8, 2020.  No doubt, it’s a s m o o t h  ride. 

https://newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org/
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The next picture, on the previous page, shows SEPTA 
#9099 is at Lansdowne Avenue at 58th Street 
September 8, 2020.  The picture below that one is 
SEPTA #9086 is on Lansdowne Avenue at Warren 
Street, also on September 8, 2020. 

S’MORE PICTURES, PLEASE! 
 
As promised on page one of The Streamliner, here are a 
couple of more pictures of C-145 and its cast of 
characters. 

 

 



 

e need your generosity again!  Red Arrow center door car #73 was recently moved 
into the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum’s Restoration Shop for further analysis to 
finalize a scope of work for the car.  This car will be great for expanding PTM’s 

Santa Trolley, visitors in wheelchairs and two-car center door trains during the Washington 
County Fair Week. 
 
Initial plans are to perform roof work, in conjunction with the roof work on Philadelphia 
Transportation Company’s #8042, which now shares the same track.  The roof canvas is 
now on hand.  Won’t you please help to get Red Arrow #73 into the PTM operational fleet? 

 
 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #73’s restoration. 
 
Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount: $     

 
Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure to mark on your 
check that your donation is for car #73.  If you’d like to make a donation through PayPalSM, please visit our 
website’s donation page at: HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 

http://friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/join-us/

