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By Harry Donahue 
 

he thirty-two Philadelphia and West Chester 
Traction Company center door Cars came from 
the J.G. Brill Company in Philadelphia in three 

separate orders: 1919, 1925 and 1926.  They replaced 
most of the early Brill and Jewett interurban cars (#17-
#39) which were notoriously slow loaders.  With their 
huge and wide center doors, the cars could load and 
unload rapidly, made the conductor’s job much easier 
and were able to run in multiple unit trains.  These four 
motor cars from all three orders were very similar, with 
the first order of ten cars being slightly shorter and 
lighter than the other twenty-two cars in the second and 
third orders, which weighed 59,200 pounds and had an 
overall length of 47 10 . 
 
The cars were extensively used for runs to Ardmore 
and Sharon Hill, as well as short-turn trips to Oakmont 
and Westgate Hills and as school “trippers” in between 
regular service cars.  Following the opening of 
Monsignor Bonner and Archbishop Prendergast High 
Schools in the late 1950s, the center door cars were a 
familiar sight on weekday afternoons at the Lansdowne 
Avenue stop, swallowing up huge crowds of students 
well into the 1960s.  Typical operation featured one 
two-car train provided for the Media Line and a second 
for the Sharon Hill Line.  Because of their weight and 
size, the center door cars were frequently run on snowy 
nights to keep the lines open. 
 
The first center door car to be dismantled was car #55 
following an accident in 1935.  Nine additional cars 
were scrapped only a few months prior to the start of 
World War II.  Following the arrival of Saint Louis-
built cars #11-24 in 1949, Philadelphia Suburban 
Transportation Company/Red Arrow Lines 
management began to take the center doors out of 
service due to the operating the expense of the 
requiring a crew of two; there was no practical way to 
operate the cars with one operator.  Some efficiency 
was gained with operating the cars in two-car trains, 
requiring a crew of three, but costs continued to rise as 
postwar ridership started to decline.  Beginning in the 

late 1940s, twenty-four of the center doors were 
eventually scrapped by PST.  Two cars were later used 
as parts sources for other preservation projects.  Today, 
there are six intact survivors. 
 
 Car #61, built in 1925, was sold in 1970 to Railways 

to Yesterday, Inc., which operates the Rockhill 
Trolley Museum near Orbisonia, Pennsylvania.  
This car is stored inside but needs extensive 
restoration due to many prior years of outdoor 
accommodations. 

 Car #62, built in 1925, was donated by Merritt 
Taylor III, the last president of the Philadelphia 
Suburban Transportation Company (Red Arrow 
Lines).  Mr. Taylor had #62 restored at the Llanerch 
shops in 1969, just before SEPTA purchased the 
Red Arrow Lines and it was donated to the 
Seashore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport, 
Maine in 1970 where it resides today. 

 Car #66, built in 1926, was sold to the Arden 
Trolley Museum, now the Pennsylvania Trolley 
Museum (PTM), in 1970.  The car was structurally 
sound, but needed extensive refurbishing due to 
years of outdoor storage.  It was restored in the 
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1949 Red Arrow colors, which were influenced by 
the arrival of the fourteen streamlined Saint Louis 
Car Company cars and went into operation at the 
museum in 1975.  Further restoration work and 
repainting was done in 2014 with financial 
assistance from FPT.  Car #66 operates on a regular 
basis at PTM. 

 Car #73, built in 1926, was refurbished by SEPTA 
in 1972 in its original 1926 colors and used as part 
of a publicity effort for merchants on State Street in 
Media on Saturdays to encourage shoppers to stay 
local.  It was later used for special events into the 
mid-1980s until it started to deteriorate.  The car 
was acquired by PTM in 1990 and a restoration 
project is now underway to restore the car to its 
1949 appearance.  PTM’s plans are to use #66 and 
#73 in operation as a two-car train in the future. 
Fundraising for the restoration of car #73 is the 
current focus by FPT. 

 Car #75, built in 1926, is now at the Shore Line 
Trolley Museum (Branford) in Connecticut, 
awaiting restoration.  It needs extensive restoration, 
due to many years of outdoor storage but has been 
partially cosmetically restored, using some parts 
from car #68, which was dismantled in the Midwest 
some time ago.  It is stored under cover. 

 Car #76, built in 1926, was retired by SEPTA in 
1976 and acquired and restored by the Buckingham 
Valley Trolley Association (BVTA).  It was moved 
to the BVTA facility in New Hope, Pennsylvania 
and then to service on the Penns Landing Trolley, 
which was operated by the BVTA on Delaware 
Avenue along the Philadelphia waterfront in the 
1980s and 90s.  The car uses the trucks from 
dismantled car #68, which were rebuilt to standard 
gauge by a previous owner.  When BVTA moved 
their operation to Scranton in 1999, car #76 
became part of the Electric City Trolley Museum, 
where it continues to be part of the regular 
operating fleet. 

 
Here are several pictures of these center door trolleys.  
In the picture on the first page, Bill Monaghan’s 
ubiquitous camera catches FPT Founder Harry 
Donahue and Scott Becker, Executive Director of 
PTM, next to Brill-built #73. 
 
The pictures on the next page are in order, left to right, 
top to bottom, as listed below: 
 
 #61 on West Chester Pike, approaching Llanerch Junction in 

February 1960.  (David Biles) 
 #62 in service at the Seashore Trolley Museum in September 1985.  

(Harry Donahue) 
 #66 at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum in August 2016.  (Bill 

Monaghan) 
 #73 in Media, Pennsylvania at West State and South Orange 

Streets on June 30, 1972.  (Matthew W. Nawn collection) 
 #75 and 73 on Woodlawn Avenue, just past Springfield Road, 

headed for Sharon Hill.  (Matthew W. Nawn collection) 
 #76 on Delaware Avenue at Penn's Landing Trolley in August 1988. 

(Harry Donahue) 
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FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 33397, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142-0397 

 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage you 
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated to the 
preservation of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, 
including the following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
National Capital Trolley Museum 

www.dctrolley.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment you’d like 
to submit for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-
mail address listed above. 
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WHY I LIKE BSM’S PHILLY CARS 
By Andrew Nawn 

 
I am Andrew Nawn. I am fourteen years old.  I am a 
regular volunteer at the Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
and have been going there with my dad since my 
earliest years. Some of my favorite streetcars in 
Baltimore are two of their Philadelphia cars.  Today I 
am going to talk about how I got interested in those 
two cars, #2168 and C-145. 
 
Car #2168 is a Philadelphia PCC 
car restored in the Gulf Oil colors.  
When I was little, my legs were too 
short to reach the pedals.  So, 
instead, the operator would work all 
the pedals except power.  I would 
stand beside the operator and press 
the power pedal.  I had so much 
fun!  When I turned eight, I was 
able to finally reach the pedals and 
operate the car solo (but under 
close supervision, of course).  Over the years I have 
maintained my relationship with the car.  I have helped 
do minor repairs and continue to give the car exercise.  
 

The other nicely restored 
Philadelphia Streetcar is PRT snow 
sweeper C-145.  I got, and have 
continued, to be very connected to 
this car as it was my brother’s Eagle 
Scout project to restore the car’s 
exterior.  For two years, with a train 
flying off a bridge and a global 
pandemic, we got it finished.  I 
really got to know BSM as we were 
going down there almost every 

weekend.  I made a lot of new friends and had so much 
fun that me and my good friend Logan Tracy, decided 
to be co-project managers and restore the car’s interior.  

Other future plans include fixing up 
and re-installing one of the sweeper 
brooms.   My enjoyment does not stop 
at the Philly cars. I am a fan of all of 
BSM’s collection and plan to be a big 
part of BSM’s future.  
 
Through my years and experiences at 
BSM and its collection, I have made 
many friends, discovered new hobbies and have 
enjoyed myself immensely. I encourage anyone looking 
for a hobby or something to do on the weekend, to 
volunteer at the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. 
 

REMEMBERING BOB HASSELBACH 
By Harry Donahue 

 
Long time FPT member 
Bob Hasselbach passed 
away recently at age 
seventy.  He was a 
retired motorman with 
the New York City 
Transit Authority.  Bob 
supported all of FPT's 

charters until recent years when health problems 
prevented it.  However, Bob did make it to the Toronto 
charter in August 2019.  The picture on the left is Bob 
in his NYCTA uniform.  The picture on the right, from 
left to right, is Bob, Harry Donahue and Ernie Mozer, 
taken in Summer 2001.  Requiescat in pace, Bob.  We will 
sorely miss you! 
 

PRT C-145’S RESTORATION— 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
By Matt and Andrew Nawn 

 
A ceremony held on September 19, 2020 marked the 
completion of Phase I of the ongoing restoration of 
PRT Snow Sweeper C-145 following more than 1,100 
hours of work over a two-year period.  With exterior 
repairs and repainting completed, it’s an appropriate 
time to discuss the next steps in the ongoing restoration 
of this unique vehicle. 
 
The restoration of car C-145 consists of three phases: 
 

PHASE WORK TO BE DONE STATUS 

 Exterior car body repairs and 
repainting. 

Completed 

 Interior repairs and repainting. In Progress 

 
Installation of sweeper broom at #2 
end, wing plows (non-functional) and 
replacement of roof boards. 

Future 

 
Although Phase 1 was substantially completed on 
September 19th, repainting of the exterior logos and 
numerals were a “punch list” item due to the aggressive 
completion schedule.  These items were completed in 
October, thanks to the hard work and talents of Mark 
Dawson and Carl “Buster” Hughes. 
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Phase 2 has begun in 
earnest under the 
leadership of Andrew 
Nawn and Logan 
Tracy, who are 
working under the 
mentorship of Matt 
Nawn and Harry 
Donahue.  The first 

steps in this phase has been the ongoing removal of 
spare parts that had accumulated in the sweeper over 
the years and placement of these items in appropriate 
storage, along with a general interior cleaning.  This part 
of the work has made substantial progress thanks to a 

considerable amount 
of work by Logan 
Tracy.  The steel 
tracks for the center 
doors have been 
removed and are 
under restoration by 
Mike Lawson at his 
h o m e  workshop.  

Harry Donahue has graciously donated the interior 
paint which is carefully matched to the original shade of 
battleship gray.  A sample area of the interior wall has 

been cleaned and test painted, and 
Mark Dawson and Buster Hughes have 
examined the interior lettering and 
logos for future replacement.  Phase II 
work will include reinstallation of the 
missing fittings and valves supporting 
the exterior wing plows (which will not 
be made 
functional due 

to clearance limitations with 
the plows in their fully 
extended position) and 
additional repairs to the 
lighting circuits.  Finishing 
details will match the 1926-
1940 era of car’s exterior. 
 
Phase 3 is still in the planning stages and will 
commence after completion of Phase II.  Thanks to all 
who continue to support the ongoing restoration of this 
unique and historic vehicle!  Pictures for the previous 
article and this one were provided by Mark Dawson, 
Harry Donahue, Matt Nawn and Cheri Tracey. 

SEPTA’S ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY TROLLEY 

By Harry Donahue 
Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
Almost thirty years ago, Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transit Authority Operator Gary Mason started a 
SEPTA tradition of decorating trolleys for the 
Christmas and New Year Holidays.  As many of our 
members know, Gary has also operated many of FPT’s 
charters over the years.  Bill Monaghan had captured 
these views in December.  Thanks Gary for your eye-
catching dedication! 
 
The picture above catches Gary and his sleigh at the 
63rd Street and Malvern Avenue Loop, which is the 
western terminus of SEPTA’s #10 trolley line.  The 
picture below shows the trolley westbound on 
Lancaster Avenue.  The final picture wishes you a 
Happy New Year via car #9000, SEPTA’s first K-Car.  
Unfortunately, the sodium vapor street lights don’t add 
to the pictures’ “aura.”  
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AN UPDATE ON SEPTA’S PCC IIS 
By Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
On January 24, 2020, SEPTA trolley Route #15 was 
temporarily converted from rail to bus operation, due 
to upcoming track and bridge reconstruction and to 
enable much-needed repair work on the PCC II 
vehicles.  At the time of the conversion to bus 
operation, the fleet of PCC-II cars were operated from 
Callowhill Depot to Elmwood Depot for storage.  At 
present, the cars remain stored at Elmwood Depot until 
each one is sent to Woodland shop for repair work. 
 
PCC II #2328 (former PCC #2726) and PCC II #2332 
(former PCC #2196) have been at Woodland shop 
since the trolley service was suspended on Route 15.  
PCC II #2332 has received some undercoating where a 
new steel structure has been installed and rewiring has 
stated on the car as well.  The removal and replacement 
of corroded steel at the front of PCC II #2328 remains 
in progress. 
 
 
PCC II #2322 (former #PCC 2770) and PCC II #2337 
(former PCC #2783) have remained in storage since 
January 24, 2020, being among the first cars sent to 
Elmwood Depot.  These cars were recently operated to 
the Woodland shop for the start of repair work similar 
to sister cars #2328 and #2332.  The extent and quality 
of the repair work being performed by Woodland shop 
is impressive. 
 
The pictures of the work are in the next column and are 
in order, left to right, top to bottom, as listed below: 
 
 PCC II #2328 is having some metal work 

performed on the front floor, October 2, 2020. 
 The inside of PCC II 2332 has just received some 

undercoating where new steel structure has been 
installed on October 2, 2020. 

 PCC II #2337 is at 70th and Woodland Avenue on 
its way to Woodland shop and will be the forth car 
started for repair work on November 10, 2020. 

 PCC II #2332 is being rewired; everything that you 
see in the photo in yellow is undercoating, October 
16, 2020. 

 PCC II #2322 is seen in front of Elmwood Depot 
where the car had been stored for an extended 
period of time.  The car is seen on its way to 
Woodland shop and will be third car to be repaired, 
October 21, 2020. 

 PCC II #2332 is being rewired, the yellow coating 
on the steel structure is undercoating, October 28, 
2020. 

 Work is continuing on PCC II #2328 at SEPTA’s 
Woodland Shop; new skin has been installed on the 
car, December 15, 2020. 

 Work has stated on PCC II #2322 at SEPTA’s 
Woodland Shop on December 15, 2020. 

 
Our sincere thanks go to the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority for allowing members of 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys to share in this update 
of the PCC II project. 

SUPPORT IN CHALLENGING TIMES: 
FPT PROVIDES MINI-GRANTS TO 

SPECIFIC PROJECTS IN DECEMBER 2020 
By Matt Nawn 

 
The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has been 
challenging for all museums, including museums that 
preserve the electric transportation history of the 
Philadelphia area.  In an effort to assist our museum 
partners, the FPT Directors authorized two $500.00 
grants in December 2020 to the following organizations 
and projects. 
 
A $500.00 grant has been 
awarded to the New York 
M u s e u m  of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for 
maintenance work on 
former Philadelphia & 
Western “Strafford” Cars 
#161 and #168.  FPT 
recently learned about 
ongoing maintenance work at New York Museum of 
Transportation on former Philadelphia & Western 
“Strafford” Cars #161 and #168, particularly repairs to 
the heating system of car #161.  These cars comprise 
the entire electric operating fleet at NYMT.  Proper 
care and maintenance is essential to ensuring the 
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museum can provide visitors with an educational 
experience aboard a vintage trolley car once COVID-19 
precautions can be lifted.  FPT is happy to support the 
efforts to ensure these vehicles can serve an educational 
purpose for current and future generations. 
 

A $500.00 grant has also been 
presented to the Craggy Mountain 
Line of Asheville, North Carolina 
for continued restoration work on 
former SEPTA “CTA cars” #482-
#483.  Following the acquisition 
of former SEPTA ex-Chicago 
Transit Authority (CTA) cars 
#482-#483, volunteers at the 
Craggy Mountain Line have made 
impressive progress in restoring 
these once neglected vehicles.  
FPT is excited to again support 

the Craggy Mountain Lines in their continued efforts to 
restore and preserve this married-pair of historic rapid 
transit cars.  These vehicles were featured during Craggy 
Mountain Line’s 2020 Jingle Bell Trolley operations. 
 

THE SECOND HAND FLEET THAT 

NEVER HAPPENED: 
PTC’S POTENTIAL PURCHASE OF THE 

CINCINNATI STREET RAILWAY 
100 SERIES CARS 

Compiled by Matt Nawn 
 
It is fairly well-documented that the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company started design development around 
1930 for the purchase of a fleet of “modern” 
conventional trolley cars of a style and function, similar 
to Baltimore’s 6000 series “Peter Witt” cars.  As 
detailed in the December 1930 edition of the Electric 
Railway Journal, PRT car #8528 was modified for the 
testing of various interior and equipment features for 
this proposed fleet of cars, which was never 
constructed, most likely due to the financial strain of 
the Great Depression and concurrent bankruptcy of the 
PRT. 
 
However, it is lesser known that PRT successor PTC 

considered purchase of a fleet of similar vehicles 
second-hand in 1951 from the Cincinnati Street Railway 
(CSR) Company.  Cincinnati Car Company constructed 
a fleet of 100 cars (numbered 100-199) in 1928 for CSR 
that were similar in appearance and function to the 
Baltimore 6000 series cars and configured for one or 
two-man operation.  CSR used the same track gauge as 
PTC.  Starting in late 1950, CSR commenced to prepare 
a marketing package that could be provided to 
operating entities that might be interested in acquiring 
these cars second-hand following the end of Cincinnati 
streetcar operation in April 1951.  The 100 series cars 
were considered to be in good condition and 
marketable to potential purchasers as more economical 
than the purchase of new PCC cars. 
 
Negotiations between CSR and PTC began in mid-June 
1951, with CSR’s general manager offering a price of 
$2,500.00 per car, and PTC’s vice president countering 
with an offer of $1,500.00 per car.  Scrap value of each 
car was estimated at $650.00 per car.  PTC explained 
that rehabilitation of cars in its fleet that were “35 years 
old” was estimated to cost $1,500.00 per car.  CSR 
countered that at a $1,500.00 purchase price, CSR 
would only net $1,000.0 per car due to $500.00 of 
shipping charges.  CSR further offered that if 
Philadelphia would pay $1,500.00 per car, plus $500.00 
for shipping, the cars could be rehabilitated for $350.00 
each.  Also, PTC could also recover $650.00 scrap value 
for each of its own cars replaced, resulting in a net 
outlay of $1,700.00 by PTC, with newer cars in service 
for a mere $200.00 more than it would cost to 
rehabilitate its older cars. 
 
Despite this interesting dialogue, future plans for these 
cars would not include Philadelphia and cost may not 
have been the determining factor.  On July 31, 1951, 
PTC notified CSR it had decided against purchasing the 
100 class cars.  PTC explained in its memo that 
purchasing these vehicles would likely bring negative 
public reaction and news media commentary to the 
company for buying “cast off cars” and although the 
cars were in good condition, the interior configuration 
was “radically different” from the existing Philadelphia 
fleet. 
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Thus, the CSR 100 series cars went to scrap in the Fall 
1951.  PTC would later purchase second hand cars in 
1955, but these would not be from Cincinnati and 
would be PCC cars.   
 
References: 
 
 Philadelphia Sample Car, Electric Railway Journal, 

December 1930. 
 Cincinnati Streetcars No. 7 Progress and Prosperity, by 

Wagner and Wright, published 1976 by Trolley 
Talk. 

 Cincinnati Streetcars No. 10 to the End of Track, by 
Wagner, Wright and McNamara, published 1997 by 
Valley Car and Coach. 

 

FPT PROVIDES AND INSTALLS 

NEW VOLTMETER IN PTC #2743 
By Matt Nawn 

 
Considering the fact that restored 
PTC #2743 at the Rockhill 
Trolley Museum represents the 
second largest cumulative 
recipient of FPT grant funding to 
date, ensuring this beautiful 
vehicle remains in operating 
condition is closely supported by 
our Directors and friends.  This 
past fall, FPT was made aware 
that the voltmeter mounted on 

the car’s operator’s console had been damaged and was 
no longer operable. 
 
The voltmeter in a PCC car is a safety critical item as it 
displays the voltage in the vehicle’s low-voltage circuits, 
including the battery charging voltage and the car’s 
power and braking circuits.  Maintenance of the battery 
charging voltage within a prescribed range is important 
for both long battery life and safety.   
 
After an extensive search, FPT as able to locate the 
exact model voltmeter as a new old stock unit from an 
electrical supply vendor and upon authorization from 
the FPT Directors, proceeded with purchasing the unit 
and promptly installing it in #2743.  Following some 
brief tests, PTC #2743 was again considered safe for 
further museum operation.  Thanks to all who assisted 
with this mini-project! 
 

AN UPDATE ON PRT #8042 
By Bill Monaghan 

 
Work is continuing on Philadelphia Rapid Transit 
#8042 at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.  We would 
like to thank Bob Jordan and PTM for the photos and 
update on January 9, 2021.  It looks like the work 
continues at a steady pace.  Bob’s pictures are in the 
next column. 

IMPROVEMENTS 
CONTINUE ON PST #23 

Information and Photos, Thanks to George Sharretts, 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

 
November 2020 marked five years since former 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  S u b u r b a n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Company/SEPTA Car #23 arrived at the Newtown 
Square Railroad Museum to be preserved as a static 
display, adjacent to the former West Chester trolley line 
on which it operated when it was new.  Since its 
acquisition, the Newtown Square Railroad Museum has 
made steady progress to stabilize the vehicle, prevent 
further deterioration, and commence repairs and 
preservation suitable to its use as static display and 
source of community pride. 
 
Recent work has been focused on the roof of the car to 
ensure it is weather-tight for years into the future.  The 
repairs to the metal portion of the roof are completed 
and are in the process of being coated with a two-part 
industrial roofing product (black portion first).  One of 
the accompanying photos (next page) shows the 
museum’s roofer Ernie and his daughter, Amelia, 
working on the sides above the gutters prepping them 
for painting.  The metal has now all been repaired and 
primed—this picture shows sanding in preparation for 
the primer.  (Amelia turned the sander off and took off 
her mask and goggles for the picture only!) 
 
The second coat of roof coating will be applied in the 
spring when the weather has improved.  Upon 
completion of the roof coating, the cleats, roof boards, 
trolley poles, and hooks will be installed.  Once the roof 
work is completed, the new destination sign windows 
will be installed, along with the vent caps, which have 
been restored and are ready for installation.  Final 
touches for the roof will be the reinstallation of the 
marker lights.  New doors have been fabricated for the 
entire car and will be installed following completion of 
the roof work. 
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Work continues inside the car as well, especially repairs 
to the pedals for proper appearance.  This has included 
procurement of a replacement interlock (dead man) 
pedal which had been missing for decades!    
 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum is proud to have 
PST #23 as part of its collection and looks forward to 
continued progress on its restoration.  FPT applauds 
their efforts! 
 

FORMER PHILADELPHIA RAPID 
TRANSIT OPEN CAR 

“DISCOVERED!” 
Compiled by Matt Nawn 

 
For many years, it was considered a fact that all of the 
open air trolley cars operated by the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company, and its predecessors, had been 
scrapped.  Unfortunately, very few early (pre-1911, 
when the first nearside cars arrived) PRT vehicles of 
any type still exist, unlike several other cities where at 
least a few examples of their earliest electric trolley cars 
still exist (such as Baltimore, where a remarkable sample 
of vehicles were saved). 
 
However, in an unlikely place, a former PRT open car 
still survives, albeit in modified form and in need of a 
complete restoration.  FPT member Steven Goehring 
resides in Williamsport, Pennsylvania and discovered 
the body of a former single truck streetcar, partially 
covered by a tarp, behind the local Peter Herdic 
Transportation Museum.  Based upon the car’s details, 
Steven’s learning that the car was from the greater 
Williamsport area and referencing West Branch Trolleys 
authored by the late Paul Schieck and Harold Cox, we 
can determine that this car is former Jersey Shore 
Electric Street Railway Company #14, #15 or #16.  
These cars were constructed in 1894 for the Electric 
Traction Company of Philadelphia as 9-bench open 
cars with a center aisle.  Under PRT ownership, the cars 
were number #86, #939, and #942, and upon their sale 
to Jersey Shore they were again renumbered #101, 
#102, and #103.  The date of their rebuilding to one-
man closed cars and final renumbering is unknown.  
The Jersey Shore Electric Street Railway Company 
closed in 1930.   
 
Although deteriorated and substantially altered, the 
surviving car is likely the last remaining Philadelphia 

open car, as well as the only former Philadelphia single 
truck passenger car of any type.  The side sill from the 
car’s configuration as a former open car can still be 
clearly seen.  Although requiring a massive restoration, 
perhaps this car can be preserved and eventually 
restored. 
 
In case the name “Jersey Shore” for a town in northern 
Pennsylvania sounds odd, there is a little borough with 
this name in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, with a 
population of 4,361 as of the last census.  The 
community is more than 100 miles west of New Jersey 
and some of the early settlers were from New Jersey, 
hence the unusual name. 
 
A big “thank” you goes out to Steven Goehring for 
providing information used in this article. 
 

PTC #2168 PROVIDES SERVICE ON 
ROUTE #23 IN 1962—REALLY! 

By Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn 
 
Until the 1970s, Philadelphia PCC 
car assignments by route and 
operating depot were quite rigid; 
only in rare cases would a car from 
one depot be assigned to routes 
from another depot.  For example, 
from 1947 until 1975, PCC cars 
assigned to Germantown Depot 
typically only served Route #23 
except for fan trips and non-revenue shop moves.   
 
Utility construction in the summer of 1962, however, 
brought a unique and temporary change to operating 
assignments for part of Route #23, leading to the 
remarkable photo accompanying this article of PTC 
#2168, later to be sponsored by FPT and become one 
of the most well-known PCC cars in museum 
preservation.  Matt Nawn recently acquired the original 
negative which provided this image of car #2168 at the 
corner of Old York Road and Erie Avenue as it makes 
its way into revenue service on Route #23.  
 
This operation only lasted through Summer 1962, with 
Route #23 cars returning to operation from 
Germantown Depot and car #2168 returning to its 
regular route assignments out of Luzerne Depot.  
Twenty years later, #2168 would return to assignments 
on Route #23 from Luzerne Depot after spending a 
number of years in West Philadelphia.  By this time, 
Route #23 had been transferred to Luzerne Depot on a 
full-time basis for a number of years. 



 

e need your generosity again!  Red Arrow center door car #73 was recently moved 
into the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum’s Restoration Shop for further analysis to 
finalize a scope of work for the car.  This car will be great for expanding PTM’s 

Santa Trolley, visitors in wheelchairs and two-car center door trains during the Washington 
County Fair Week. 
 
Initial plans are to perform roof work, in conjunction with the roof work on Philadelphia 
Transportation Company’s #8042, which now shares the same track.  The roof canvas is 
now on hand.  Won’t you please help to get Red Arrow #73 into the PTM operational fleet? 

 
 Please snip along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #73’s restoration. 
 
Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount: $     

 
Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure to mark on your 
check that your donation is for car #73.  If you’d like to make a donation through PayPalSM, please visit our 

website’s donation page at: HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US/.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 

http://friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/join-us/


FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

 

HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 
 

Check one:   New Member (Welcome!)    Renewal (Thanks for Renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          

 

I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 

INC. as indicated below and enclose the appropriate dues: 

 

Please check one: 

  Regular $35.00 

  Student (under 18) $15.00 

  Retired (over 60) $25.00 

  Life member $500.00 

  Additional Donation $  

Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. BOX 33397, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

19142.  If you prefer, you may pay your dues on line by visiting our website’s donation page at: 
HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US/. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 

has donated over $200,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys sincerely thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 

http://friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/join-us/

