
PUBLISHED BY THE FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
Volume 15|Number 2 Winter 2021 

 

By Scott Becker 
Photos by Michael Buchta, Jack Demnyan, 

Bill Monaghan and the Author 
 

ED ARROW CAR #73 REHABILITATION: All four 
“traffic signal” marker lights and some interior 
woodwork have been restored.  Windows have 

been removed and the car’s exterior is being sanded.  
Two-inch-thick oak wood was acquired to produce roof 
cleats and folding step boards.  Cleats are used to hold 
the trolley pole base and supporting walk boards which 
run the length of the body.  Cleats measure 1½  x 
23½  x 3½  and fit over the top of sheet metal roof 
ventilators.  Your continued financial support of this 
project is most appreciated! 

 
PTC #8042 RESTORATION: Dramatic progress has been 
made recently thanks to work by contractor Keith Bray 
and a number of PTM volunteers.   Keith has installed 
the new roof sheeting and it looks great!  Rear curved 
metal dash panels were carefully rolled by PTM 
volunteers and will be installed on the rear of the car as 
soon as new flooring and rear seating are installed.  
Volunteers have renewed controller wiring along with 
the wiring for the battery that powers subway marker 
lights.  All auxiliary circuits have been renewed 
including door engine wiring, line breaker and marker 
lights.  Keith has reinstalled cabinets on the front 
platform. 
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RED ARROW CAR #24: Its DH-16 air compressor 
changed out for a rebuilt DH-20 which a longtime 
PTM supporter, the late Dave Shore, acquired in Japan 
years ago.  Two of these compressors were obtained.  
Red Arrow #14 received its DH-20 in 2004.  Air tanks 
were hydrostatically tested and passed.  This was 
followed by the renewal of the air piping.  A 
replacement air dryer will be applied to the car as time 
allows. 

 

The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT DIRECTORS: 

Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson and Jonathan Senker 
 

EDITOR: 
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FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 33397, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142-0397 

 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage you 
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated to the 
preservation of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, 
including the following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
National Capital Trolley Museum 

www.dctrolley.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment you’d like 
to submit for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-
mail address listed above. 

 
© 2021, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

All rights reserved. 

 

http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
mailto:FPT2799@Comcast.net
http://www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/
http://www.ectma.org/
http://www.dctrolley.org/
http://www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org/
http://www.nymtmuseum.org/
http://www.pa-trolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.trolleymuseum.org/
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org/


 

The Streamliner Page 3. Winter 2021 

In closing, all three of these projects have been or are 
currently being financially supported by Friends of 
Philadelphia Trolleys.  As previously mentioned, your 
support is appreciated. 
 

AN UPDATE ON SWEEPER C-145 
By Harry Donahue 

Pictures by Matt Nawn 
 
With the arrival of warmer weather and the exterior 
essentially finished, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys and 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum members have resumed 
work on the car’s interior.  Logan Tracy completed a 
cleanup on one end of the interior to prepare it for 
painting.  Over the past ninety-eight years, C-145 had 
various shades of grey, green and orange on the inside.  
We are not sure which of these colors it had in the 
1930s, but we decided to go with a medium grey hue.  
We also have found remnants of the car’s original 
number E-206, which was its fleet number when it was 
built as a snow plow in 1923.  When E-206 was rebuilt 
into a sweeper around 1926-27, it received the number 
C-145 to fit in with the rest of the sweeper fleet.  Mark 
Dawson and Buster Hughes will be making 
reproduction of both numbers along with the original 
J.G. BRILL, PHILA builder’s lettering which is 
still visible on the wall of the car. 

PTC HEADWAYS FOR FALL 1966 
By Harry Donahue 

 
There were still fourteen trolley routes on the system, 
served by about 480 PCC cars.  Looking at the chart, 
you will note that twelve of the lines had owl (all night) 
service.  The five subway surface lines had 160 cars 
assigned to them, which are 48 more cars than the 
current Kawasaki fleet. 
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It is interesting to note how this chart was made.  Being 
done in 1966, there were no personal computers, as we 
know them today, to prepare it.   For those who might 
remember them, this headway chart was drafted on a 
typewriter.  Setting up the columns was not the easiest 
thing to do and space was limited in each column.  The 
fractions were used to save space.  For example, 3¼ 
indicated 3:15 and 2½ would mean 2:30.  Certainly it 
took an experienced typist to complete the task. 
 

FPT GETS A “THANK YOU” 
By Matt Nawn 

 
Brian Tenaglia of Seashore Trolley Museum sent this 
much-appreciated note: 
 

Hi Matt, 
 
Received the flash drive today (we named it the “P” drive for 
“PCC”) and I’m thrilled to see so much information in one spot!  
Looking forward to going through all this and learning some more 
about these cars. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Brian Tenaglia 
Restoration Shop Assistant Director 
Seashore Trolley Museum 

 
It’s always great to know that FPT’s work is helping 
another museum. 
 

R O U T E  #1 3: 
FEBRUARY, 1941—FEBRUARY, 2021 

By Harry Donahue 
 
For eighty years, 40 with PCCs, followed by 40 with 
Kawaski cars, Route #13 has been one of the heaviest 
trolley lines in Philadelphia for the past 80 years.  
Running from Yeadon, just outside the city limits, to 
Center City via Chester Avenue, when the PCC cars 
went into service on February 3, 1941, Route #13 ran 
all the way to Front Street via Chestnut and Walnut 
Streets.  In 1956, it was rerouted into the subway at 
40th Street and Woodland Avenue, where it runs to this 
day.  In 1950, the #13 had 68 PCCs assigned to it 
(#2555-#2623) … more than half of today’s entire K 
car fleet! 
 
Here is a look back at Route #13 over the last 80 years.  
The first two pictures in the next column shows PCC 
#2563 departing Yeadon Loop for Center City around 
1943.  The next one is PCC #2594 eastbound on 
Woodland Avenue and 34th Street in 1951.  It should 
be noted that both of these cars are the venerable Saint 
Louis Car Company air-electric cars. 

The picture below is yet another air-electric car: PCC 
#2556 at the Yeadon Loop in the late 1940s.  This car 
included a two-man crew. 

Moving to a more contemporary time, the here’s a few 
pictures of the current SEPTA Kawasaki fleet 
performing their appointed rounds on Route #13.  The 
first picture on the next page shows cars #9000 and 
work car #2194 on Kingessing Avenue near the Mount 
Moriah loop.  The next one is car #9020 on Chester 
Avenue at Cobbs Creek Parkway in 1988. 
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The final picture below is car #9028 on Cobbs Creek 
Parkway in Yeadon.  Most pictures are from the 
collection of this writer. 

SEPTA’S PCC-III REBUILD PROGRAM 
Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
SEPTA’s Woodland Shops is well underway in the 
rebuilding of its PCC-III trolleys.  The pictures visibly 
reveal the shop’s staff’s craftsmanship in turning these 
cars back to “factory fresh” condition.  Bravo, SEPTA! 

The picture immediately below shows paint primer 
being applied to car #2332.  The next one is car #2328 
inside the paint booth.  The last one shows car #2332’s 
right side being readied for further painting. 
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY ON SEPTA 
Pictures and Story by Bill Monaghan 

 
In his usual style, SEPTA Callowhill operator Gary 
Mason and his son, Telvin, decorated LRV #9078 for 
Valentine’s Day 2021.  The picture below left shows the 
car at Lancaster Avenue and 39th Street.  The one on 
the right is the car pulling into the 63rd [Street] and 
Malvern Loop. 

FORMER PTC #2743 GOES TO A 
PARTY FOR SOME EXERCISE 

Pictures and Story by Matt Nawn 
 
A small private group chartered PTC #2743 at Rockhill 
Trolley Museum on a bitterly cold Saturday, January 23, 
2021 to celebrate Andrew Nawn’s (a.k.a. “Mr. PCC”) 
birthday which occurred the previous Thursday.  This 
also provided a good opportunity to get the car some 
much needed exercise as it is not regularly operated at 
Rockhill Trolley Museum, a situation made worse by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  Although not an official 
FPT event, several members of FPT were among the 
participants who spent an enjoyable day celebrating 
with Mr. PCC and #2743. 
 
After a few trips, PTC #2743 was operating quite well, 
despite the cold and wind.  Much like an antique 
automobile that needs occasional driving to stay in 
good operating condition, PCC cars need periodic 
operation as well.   
 
FPT looks forward to the end of the COVID-19 
pandemic when larger gatherings and officially 
sponsored events can be held again.   
 
Happy Birthday, Mr. PCC! 

MARK 
YOUR 

CALENDAR 
 
 AUGUST 28, 2021: Philadelphia Day at the 

Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.  Both Philadelphia 
Transportation Company and Red Arrows cars will 
be in operation.  Stay tuned for more information. 

 SEPTEMBER 25, 2021: Electric City Trolley Museum 
Photo Charter with Philadelphia Suburban 
Transportation Company’s #76 and Philadelphia 
and Western Railway Company’s #164.  Tickets 
($50.00) will go on sale on FPT’s web site on June 
1, 2021.  Equipment availability is subject to change. 

 
 

Oh no!  Don’t forget!  It will soon be that 
time of the year again.  Friends of Philly 
Trolleys annual membership renewals are 
due by July 1, 2021.  Your dues go a long 
way to support FPT’s various projects.  A 
renewal form is available at the end of this 

issue of The Streamliner for your convenience.  Don’t 
delay … renew yours dues today!  Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.  It is very much appreciated.  



 

e need your generosity again!  Red Arrow center door car #73 was recently moved 
into the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum’s Restoration Shop for further analysis to 
finalize a scope of work for the car.  This car will be great for expanding PTM’s 

Santa Trolley, visitors in wheelchairs and two-car center door trains during the Washington 
County Fair Week. 
 
Initial plans are to perform roof work, in conjunction with the roof work on Philadelphia 
Transportation Company’s #8042, which now shares the same track.  The roof canvas is 
now on hand.  Won’t you please help to get Red Arrow #73 into the PTM operational fleet? 

 
 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #73’s restoration. 
 
Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount: $     

 
Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure to mark on your 
check that your donation is for car #73.  If you’d like to make a donation through PayPalSM, please visit our 
website’s donation page at: HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US/.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 

http://friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/join-us/


FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

 

HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 
 

Check one:   New Member (Welcome!)    Renewal (Thanks for Renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          

 

I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC. as indicated below and enclose the appropriate dues: 
 
Please check one: 

  Regular $35.00 

  Student (under 18) $15.00 

  Retired (over 60) $25.00 

  Life member $500.00 

  Additional Donation $  

Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. BOX 33397, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

19142.  If you prefer, you may pay your dues on line by visiting our website’s donation page at: 
HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US/. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
has donated over $200,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys sincerely thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 

http://friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/join-us/

