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Story and Pictures by Harry Donahue 
 

s most of you know, SEPTA PCC car #2168 

has become a favorite at the Baltimore 

Streetcar Museum (BSM) ever since it was 

restored by Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys (FPT).  It 

entered service in September 2009.  Just about every 

day that BSM is open to the public, #2168 is in service 

… certainly a remarkable record. 

 

In March 1973, when the car was twenty-five years old, 

#2168 suddenly became a favorite for fan trips, when it 

was presented by SEPTA as one of two samples of a 

new look for the PCC fleet.  With an imitation wood 

grained interior, the car came out of Cortland Shop in a 

bright yellow and white with a “plum” belt rail.  It was 

quickly dubbed the “Banana Car” (pictured below) by 

rail fans.  The other car, #2565, came out in the now 

familiar “Gulf Oil” colors. 

By early 1974, the car was repainted in the “Gulf Oil” 

colors, followed by the red, white and blue General 

Overhaul (GOH) colors in 1986.  In 1992, after Routes 

#15, #23 and #56, the last three PCC lines, were bused 

by SEPTA, #2168 was selected for Chestnut Hill 

Trolley Weekend service and was repainted into the 

traditional PTC green and cream.  Next, the Center City 

Route #51’s Welcome Line was established in May 

1995 and #2168 also saw frequent service there. 

 

During these years from 1992-2004, while it was also 
used on many fan trips and excursions, #2168 was, 
unfortunately, stored outside at both Germantown and 
Elmwood Depots.  The “Welcome Line” is pictured 
below with your author [yes, it is!] in May 1995. 

Fast forward to Fall 2021: after 50-plus years on the 

streets of Philadelphia, some of the salt that was 

embedded long ago underneath the car has begun to eat 

away the steel at the floor line.  This was not visible 

during the 2008-09 restoration.  It is imperative that we 

repair this “cancer,” shown below, as soon as possible 

so that it does not further damage the structure of the 

car.  We need to raise approximately $6,000.00 to finish 

this project.  Check out this video by Logan Tracy 

about this project:  HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/TKWWLWRQCXE. 



 

The Streamliner Page 2. Fall 2021 

ELECTRICAL HELP FOR #2168 
Story and Picture by Matt Nawn 

 

Following the installation of new doors for Car #2168 

in late summer, attention turned to resolving issues with 

the door controls and troubleshooting of the 

intermittent left side interior lighting.   Matt Nawn, with 
some assistance from John LaCosta, John Boyle and 

Andrew Nawn, started with doors #3 and #4.  Door 

#3 had a burned-out motor, which was traced to 

jammed gears and a cracked gearbox.  Thus, a 

replacement gearbox from BSM inventory was installed, 

along with a replacement door motor provided by FPT.  

Following some travel adjustment, doors #3 and #4 
were tested and declared complete. 

 

Issues with doors #1 and #2 proved to be more 

perplexing.  As COVID-19 abated in the Fall, Robert 

King was able to visit from Canada and together with 

Matthew Mummert, spent several days working on Car 
#2168.  It was found that door #1 was mechanically 

binding due to a misadjusted door roller; the solution 

will require a slight change to how the roller is 

mounted.  Door #2 was made operational again, only 

to fail again.  This will be the subject of further 

troubleshooting work as soon as the weather improves. 

 
Robert and Matthew spent a considerable amount of 

time troubleshooting the left side interior light wiring 

and found several issues: primarily, deteriorated wiring 

terminals at several sockets that need to be replaced.  

Furthermore, Robert and Matthew found that at some 

time prior to the car’s arrival in Baltimore, the 
compensating resistors in both the left and right side 

lighting circuits were replaced by a small string of bulbs, 

wired in series, clamped in place of the resistors!  Matt 

Nawn may know of a source for the correct 

compensating resistors.  Matt Nawn and Matthew 

Mummert are planning to finish the lighting and door 
circuit repairs this winter … perhaps when it gets a little 

warmer.  We are hoping Robert can visit again soon but 

COVID-19 protocols may delay his plans.  In the 

picture on top of the next page Matthew Mummert 

(left) and Robert King can be seen working on Doors 

#1 and #2, located in front of the car, of course. 

 
The minor problems encountered with Car #2168 are 

to be expected … after all, the car will be only seventy-

four years old in 2022!  We certainly salute Matthew’s 

and Robert’s efforts.  Thank you!! 
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FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 33397, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142-0397 

 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage you 
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated to the 
preservation of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, 
including the following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
National Capital Trolley Museum 

www.dctrolley.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment you’d like 
to submit for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-
mail address listed above. 
 

© 2022, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 
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PROGRESS REPORT: NEWS SEATS 

FOR CENTER DOOR CAR #73 
Story by Harry Donahue 

Pictures by Harry Donahue and Jim Kelly 
 
Thanks to the generosity of many FPT members, 
friends, and readers of The Streamliner, the entire 
$7,000.00 cost of reupholstering the twenty-eight seats 
in Red Arrow center door car #73 has been given to 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum.  A second payment of 
$3,000.00 was recently donated.  A big thank you to all 
those who generously contributed to this worthy cause! 

Did you know that back in 1976, the Bicentennial Year 
celebrating the 200th Anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, SEPTA 
developed a plan to run historic trolleys on 4th and 5th 

Streets, alongside Independence Hall?  Several 
museums were contacted about leasing cars back to 
SEPTA for the event.  One car, which was already on 
the property, was center door car #73.  In Spring 1976, 
Car #73 was trucked from 69th Street to Callowhill 
Depot in West Philadelphia to test the car.  However, it 
was not to be!  Because of the wider wheel profile on 
suburban cars, compared with what is used on city cars, 
#73 could not handle the switches on the city tracks, so 
it was trucked back to Upper Darby.  Ironically, the 
only trolley that SEPTA was able to use to celebrate the 
United States’ Independence from Great Britain was 
“Boat Car” #228 from Blackpool, England, which is 
now running in San Francisco as part of MUNI’s 
historic fleet.  Below and on the next page are a few 
photos of #73’s trek to Callowhill Depot in Spring 
1976. 

 
One vintage car, seen on the next page below #73, 
which SEPTA had on its property, was U-34, formerly 
#5001, built in 1919.  This car was planned to be 
restored for the Independence Hall service.  Sadly, it 
was lost in the October 1975 Woodland Carhouse fire. 
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ERNIE 
MOZER’S 

 
Story by Harry Donahue 

Pictures from the Ernie Mozer Collection 
 
As most everyone knows, the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company introduced PCC cars in 1938.  Ernie 
Mozer wasted no time in documenting the introduction 
of the then state of the art cars.  In first picture at the 
top right, Ernie captures brand-new PCC #2008 on its 
first day operation, August 14, 1938, on Wayne Avenue.  
He was still living in Brooklyn, New York when this 
picture was taken.  The next picture is Ernie’s favorite 
PCC car #2633 on a National Railway Historical 
Society fan trip at the Yeadon Loop.  He was the 
operator and used this car for many fan trips. 

The picture below is a somewhat rare one.  Ernie 
snapped this picture of a Birney Safety Car on Route 
#14, at 42nd and Pine Streets on July 27, 1941.  In less 
than five months later, the United States would have 
entered World War II. 

 

Save the Date! 
 

 March 26, 2022 (Saturday): FPT Twenty-Five 
Dollar Day at the Baltimore Streetcar Museum, 
which was postponed from last November.  Watch 
for more details on Facebook and the FPT Website 
in early March. 

 June 19, 2022 (Sunday): Father’s Day Trolley 
Charter out of Elmwood Depot.  Details to follow. 
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GETTING READY FOR 
SNOW AT BSM 

Story and Pictures by Harry Donahue 
 
On New Years’ Day 2022, FPT members Matt and 
Andrew Nawn replaced the worn trolley ropes and 
bridles on Sweeper C-145.  After a test run out to the 
28th Street Loop, C-145 was parked on the door of the 
museum’s track #3, awaiting the season’s first snowfall.  
Let’s keep our fingers crossed for a generous storm, so 
that the sweeper can do what it does best … sweep 
away the snow. 

HOLIDAY CHEER ON SEPTA 
Story and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
Decorating Philadelphia trolleys by the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority for the 
Christmas holidays has become an established tradition.  
The sight of a SEPTA trolley, bedecked in holiday 
lights, travelling city streets is sure to bring delight to 
kids of all ages. 
 
SEPTA Elmwood Depot operators “Soup” Davis and 
DeVante Parker spent forty hours of their own time, 
decorating LVR #9053, inside and out, for the holidays.  
As one can see from the pictures, decorating an LRV is 
not an easy task, especially the necessity of making sure 
the decorations stay in place.  Let the pictures speak for 
themselves.  Bravo Soup and DeVante! 

The pictures below show Soup’s car at the Darby and 
Yeadon Loops and “Mr. Decorator” standing in front 
of his handiwork … looking a bit chilled. 

Over at the Callowhill Depot, SEPTA operators Gary 
Mason and Mina Bryant were not to be outdone.  They 
also put in a lot of time and effort, decorating LRV 
#9074, inside and out, for the holidays.  Take a look. 
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The first picture below shows Gary and Ed Springer in 
front of their craft.  Following that, you are not seeing 
the inside of an igloo … it’s the interior of #9074.  The 
final picture catches the trolley at 37th Street and 
Lancaster Avenue.  For some reason, trolleys always 
look better at night on wet streets.  Bravo Mina and Gary! 

BACK TO THE FUTURE: 
42ND AND PINE STREETS TODAY 

 
When viewing historical pictures, such as those on page 
four of The Streamliner, one wonders what a certain place 
depicted in a photo looks like now.  Here’s a look at 
42nd and Pine seventy years later.  Just click the link:  
HTTPS://GOO.GL/MAPS/9XBWER65HK8UFHCJ6. 

A WORK IN PROGRESS: SEPTA’S 

PCC III REFURBISHMENT PROGRAM 
Story and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
SEPTA’s Woodland Shop continues to do a very fine 
job of refurbishing these cars back to “factory fresh” 
condition.  Here are some pictures to show the 
progress.  Two pictures below show cars #2337 and 
#2322 nearing completion.  These are the third and 
fourth PCCs being refurbished.  Further interior work 
is needed for their completion.  One would agree that 
the degree of fine workmanship would be the envy of 
any custom body shop.  Congratulations to the 
Woodland Shop personnel for a job well done! 

Moving along in this progress report, the first picture 
on the next page shows car #2322 as it just came out of 
the paint booth.  Compare it with the one directly 
above.  The following pictures show car #2324, on its 
way from Elmwood Depot to the Woodland Shop.  It 
will ultimately look like the two trolleys above.  Who 
could ask for anything more? 
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Lest we forget, SEPTA trolley #9032 wishes you a 
belated Happy New Year from 42nd Street and 
Warrington Avenue.  Cheers! 
 

WHEN PCCS FIRST RAN ON 

PHILADELPHIA’S SURFACE-
SUBWAY LINES 
Story by Harry Donahue 

Pictures from the Ernie Mozer Collection 
 
Consider this article a continuation of Ernie Mozer’s 
“Time Machine.”  The last issue of The Streamliner 
included some pictures of PCCs taking over the 
surface-subway lines before the extant 40th Street 
portal opened.  These pictures were taken in Fall 1955. 
 
The picture below shows PCC #2634, Route #37, 
eastbound on Market Street at 30th Street.  The next 
one catches PCC #2660, Route #10, eastbound on the 
Schuylkill River Bridge at 34th and Market Streets.  The 
final shot shows PCC #2642, Route #34, at 32nd Street 
and Woodland Avenue.  All of these scenes are gone.  
Pedestrian open space areas and the campuses of the 
University of Pennsylvania and Drexel University have 
replaced them. 



 
ormer SEPTA PCC car #2168, restored in its 1974 “Gulf Oil” colors, has been in regular service at the 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum since completion of its overhaul in 2009.  However, the more than five decades 
of punishing operation on the salty and snowy streets of Philadelphia are once again catching up with the car, 

along with the effects of 13 years of outdoor storage, prior to the car’s acquisition by BSM. 
 
It is now time for some additional body repair and paint work, mainly along the car’s floor and roof lines as these 
photos illustrate.  Repairing these areas now is a prudent investment to ensure the car is sustainable for the long 
term.  We estimate that these repairs will run about $16,000.00; nevertheless, we will need to raise an additional 
$6,000.00 to fully fund these repairs.  Can you help us once again ensure this treasured and popular vehicle is 
preserved for the future? 
 
The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys have generously supported this car for the past 16 years both physically and 
financially; most recently, FPT donated the cost of all new doors for this car and provided the volunteer labor to 
install them.  Your support for our first and most popular preservation project is needed again.  We are truly 
grateful for your support! 
 

 Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation.  

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #2168’s body work. 
 
Name:                  

Address:                 

City:          State:     ZIP:     

E-mail:         Phone:         

Donation Amount: $     

 
Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure to mark on your 
check that your donation is for car #2168.  If you’d like to make a donation through PayPalSM, please visit our 
website’s donation page at: HTTP://FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG/JOIN-US/.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 


