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Story by Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn 

 
he Philadelphia Rapid Transit and Philadelphia 
Transit Companies purchased a total of 260 air-
equipped PCC cars between 1938 and 1942, in 

both one and two-man configurations.  The cars of the 
“2000” series were one-man cars, while those from 
#2501 thru #2680 were set up to be operated by a two-
man motorman/conductor crew.  The cars were 
ordered from the Saint Louis Car Company (SLCC) in 
three groups: #2001-2020 were SLCC order #1612 in 
March 1938; #2031-2080 and #2501-2580 were SLCC 
order #1625 in June 1940; and #2081-2090 and #2581-
2680 were SLCC order #1634 in May 1941.  By Fall 
1942, due to heavy wartime demands, these 260 PCC 
cars were assigned to just five routes: #13, #42, #47, 
#53 and #56.  The original 20 cars from 1938 were 
assigned to Route #53—Wayne Ave; Routes #13 and 
#42—West Philadelphia to Chestnut and Walnut 
Streets used #2501-#2623 (all General Electric-
equipped cars). 
 
With many of the wartime factories along Erie Ave 
working 24/7 with three shifts per day: Route #56—
Erie-Torresdale had all sixty of the one-man cars 
#2031-2090 assigned to it.  Sometimes, the demand on 
Route #56 was so heavy that a few of the one/two-man 
2600 cars had to be borrowed from Route #47—
Olney-South Philadelphia, which used cars #2624-2680. 
 
In 1943, the need for more two man PCCs on Routes 
#13 and #42 in West Philly prompted PTC to transfer 
cars 2031-2040 to Callowhill Depot after the 
Kensington Shops installed conductor booths at the 
center doors.  The late Ernie Mozer took #2039 and 
#2040 on 58th Street where they were pulling in to 
Callowhill Depot.  (See Ernie Mozer’s Time Machine.) 
After the war, the conductor booths were removed and 
the ten cars were returned to Luzerne Depot. 
 
Today, only one of these workhorses remains: one-man 
car #2054.  After the demands of World War II eased, 
car #2054 remained at Luzerne Depot, working mainly 
on Routes #6, #56 and #53, but also providing Sunday 
PCC service on Routes #21 and #26. 
 
In Fall 1955, with the anticipation of opening the newly 
extended Subway Surface tunnel to 40th St and 
Woodland Avenue, PTC transferred cars #2031-2090 

from Luzerne Depot to Woodland Depot, since all the 
Subway Surface lines were one-man.  From this point, 
Car #2054 became a regular on Route #34—Baltimore 
Avenue from 1956-68.  It then returned to its original 
home at Luzerne in 1969 
 
In 1978, SEPTA selected #2054 to be restored to its 
original silver, blue and cream motif to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the arrival of the PCC car in 
Philadelphia, in August 1938. The occasion was marked 
by a parade on Germantown Avenue.  At this point, 
#2054 became a fan trip favorite.  It was used again in 
August 1988 to celebrate 50 years of PCC cars in the 
city.  In later years the car was stored out of service at 
Luzerne, Elmwood and Callowhill depots under the 
watchful eyes of the late Bob Hughes. 
 
In May 2005, word came down from the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority’s management 
that all stored PCCs were to be off the property by the 
end of June.  Thankfully, Electric City Trolley Museum 
(ECTM) in Scranton offered to give #2054 a home in 
order to preserve this historic Philly car.  It has been 
stored there, under cover, since that time. 
 
In May 2022, FPT Directors Matt Nawn and Harry 
Donahue arranged a “Zoom” meeting with Mike 
Trosino, Vice President of ECTM to discuss the future 
of #2054.  Your writers plan to visit ECTM this 
summer to take a close look at the car with Mike, and 
then, hopefully, formulate plans for its restoration.  As 
they say on television, stay tuned! 
 
The picture above shows #2054 at the City Line Loop.  
It was taken in October 1978 by SEPTA as a publicity 
photo to celebrate forty years of PCC cars in 
Philadelphia.  More pictures of the car follow in this 
issue of The Streamliner. 
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Looking forlorn and a little unloved, here’s #2054 
resting safely at Electric City Trolley Museum.  
Hopefully, in time with restoration, she will once again 
look like herself in the picture on page one.  The picture 
below catches the car on Route #23, southbound on 
Germantown Avenue in the “Gulf Oil” paint livery in 
1975.  The next one shows #2054, in PTC livery, at 
Broad Street and Olney Avenue in July 1973. 
 

The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT DIRECTORS: 

Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson and Jonathan Senker 
 

EDITOR: 
Editor Voluntarius 

 
FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 
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The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys encourage you 
to visit and support trolley museums dedicated to the 
preservation of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, 
including the following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
National Capital Trolley Museum 

www.dctrolley.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquarerailroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment you’d like 
to submit for the newsletter?  Contact us via the e-
mail address listed above. 
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ERNIE 
MOZER’S 

 
Story by Harry Donahue 
Pictures by Ernie Mozer 

 
Ernie loved taking pictures of the cars he operated for at 
the end of his shift.  Car #2040 is caught at the rear of 
Callowhill Depot at 58th Street in June 1943.  Below, he 
snapped a picture of #2039, also at Callowhill in May 
1946.  Both trolleys were then two-man cars. 

A VERY FINE DAY IN PHILLY 
Story and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys (FPT) had a 
charter celebrating “Father’s Day” and the “40th 
anniversary” of SEPTA Kawasaki cars. This trip 
featured Kawasaki LRV #9000 with forty-two years of 

service on Philadelphia streets.  LRV #9000’s first day 
of revenue service was October 10, 1980 on Route #11. 
 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, FPT had to 
cancel the original 40th Anniversary trip planned in 
2020.  The trip covered parts of SEPTA Subway-
Surface Lines #11, #13, #34 and #36. 
 
There were only enough paid passengers on the trip to 
pay for the cost of the charter.  Towards the end of the 
trip, Steve Barry, editor of Railfan and Railroad Magazine, 
made an announcement that he was “passing the hat” 
since the original purpose of the charter was to raise 
funds for the new roof boards for Sweeper C 145 at 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum.  This resulted in $350.00 
collected for C 145.  A big thank you to Steve and all 
who contributed to make the day a success!!!  If you 
care to make a donation, feel free to use the handy-
dandy donation flyer at the end of The Streamliner. 
 
And now, some pictures.  The photograph at the 
bottom left catches the happy charter participants at the 
Yeadon Loop.  The one below catches the car at 58th 
Street and Chester Avenue.  The gothic-inspired church 
is the Common Place Church.  The next one is #9000 
at Eastwick.  
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This picture catches up with the charter in the Surface-
Subway Line tunnel at 37th Street.  As the street sign 
shows, the photo below finds the car at 49th Street and 
Kingsessing Avenue.  It has just crossed over the 
SEPTA R-3 Media-Elwyn Regional Rail Line.  
Immediately next, the trolley is at 45th Street and 
Baltimore Avenue. 
 
Speaking of the Media-Elwyn line, did you know that 
the line’s three and a half mile extension to Wawa, 
Pennsylvania (conveniently located at U.S. Route 1) is 
scheduled to open on August 21, 2022?  What’s more, a 
new parking garage is adjacent to the station. 

The two final pictures of this article show #9000 
advancing across Elmwood Avenue.  The top one is at 
58th Street and the next is at 69th Street.  It was a grand 
day.  A final reminder … if you care to donate towards 
C-145’s roof replacement, use the form at the end of 
The Streamliner.  Thank you for your continued support! 
 

COLLECTING FARES BEFORE 
NATIONAL CITY LINES 
Contributed by Ed Casey and Ed Springer 

 
Prior to National City Lines (NCL) putting fare boxes 
in the trolleys in 1956, Philadelphia Transit Company 
(PTC) operators handled massive amounts of change.  
After a run, the operator would place all his change in a 
coin tray and hand the entire tray, pictured below under 
the bars at the clerk’s window.  The guys who counted 
all the change were called “clerk-receivers.” 
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The operators (and conductors on the two man cars) 
also had to account for all the transfers they collected.  
There was a spot for that on the way bills [manifest].  In 
addition, he also had to account for all the transfers he 
got with his run on the way bill, including the starting 
and finishing numbers on the pads of transfers.  He 
also had to turn in the transfers that were not used. 

After the fare boxes were installed by NCL in 1956, the 
crews were relieved of handling all the coins.  So PTC 
hired “vault pullers” to pull the coin vaults out of the 
fare boxes.  At Woodland Depot, the vault puller sat on 
Greenway Avenue at 50th Street after the P.M. rush 
hour to get all the pull ins.  He had a little golf cart that 
held all the vaults.  The cart was nicknamed the 
“Kalimazoo.”  The puller sat there from about 5:00 

P.M. until about 
7:15 P.M.  After 
7:15 P.M., they 
had to go looking 
for the cars in the 
bays that they 
missed pulling in. 
 
The shop guys had 
no keys for the 
vaults.  There was 
a night time puller 
from 2:00 A.M. 
until 5:00 A.M. for 
“nightliner” pull 
ins.  All the “lates” 
pulled in to four 
bay since they 
could drive right 
in.  The puller 
would get all the 
“lates” in four bay.  
The late ones that 
got relieved by 
“nightliners” on 

Routes #11 and #36 had their vaults pulled at 49th 
Street and Woodland Avenue eastbound on their last 
trip. 
 
Up until September 1968, operators still made change 
for passengers.  Following the death of a policeman 
after a robbery on a Route #34 car, PTC issued its last 
Route Change just before SEPTA took over on 
September 30, 1968.  The motorman was robbed of his 
changer.  Several Callowhill operators had also been 
robbed.  From this date on, all passengers were required 
to have the exact change to ride.  Operators carried no 
cash.  The same applied to the subway-elevated lines. 

EX SEPTA/CTA ELEVATED CAR 
GETS NEW WINDOW 

 
Rocky Hollifield of 
the Craggy Mountain 
Line Railroad sent a 
picture of the new 
double sash window 
in the front door of 
the car.  The 
restoration process 
required the removal 
of the entire window 
and its frame.  Since 
the window was made 
of PlexiglasTM.  Earlier 
versions of the 
material tended to 

yellow over the years.  To do a proper restoration, both 
sashes were replaced with new crystal-clear product.  
The entire front looks great as well.  Paint restoration 
continues on the car.  (There’s more on page seven.) 
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SOME SUPPORT TO THE 

MANNHEIM HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Story by Matt Nawn 

 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolley (FPT) Founding 
Member and Director Matt Nawn recently provided 
some assistance to Mannheim Historical Society (MHS) 
as they plan to resume special events with their former 
Conestoga Traction Company Birney Safety Car #236, 
which is fully operable along the organization’s one 
block long demonstration railway.  Your writer made a 
visit on June 17, 2022 to perform some tests and 
maintenance checks, and then returned on June 25 to 
provide a one hour classroom instruction followed by 
several hours of supervised hands-on practice for the 
new operators.  The class of six was the largest new 
operator class in the organization’s history.  While FPT 
cannot provide financial support to non-Philadelphia 
rolling stock, FPT frequently provides specialized 
support to museums and hands on assistance.  The 
photo shows Matt on the far right with the six students.  
Audrey Geib from MHS took the photo. 
 

PLEASE STAND CLEAR OF THE DOORS! 
DOOR MOTORS OVERHAULED FOR PCC CAR #2168 

Story and Pictures by Matt Nawn 
 
Following replacement of the deteriorated wooden 
passenger doors in PCC car #2168 in 2021, the Friends 
of Philadelphia Trolleys have been working on 
additional repair work to the associated door 
mechanisms and control apparatus for proper 
operation.  During work on the front doors, it was 
found that both of the low-voltage electric drive motors 
which enable the doors to open and close were in very 
poor shape and in one case, completely burned out.   
 
Through a little bit of research and some past 
experience that your writer had with an overhauled 
circulator pump motor (for his home heating system), 
Swam Electric Company of Hanover, Pennsylvania 

(HTTPS://SWAMELECTRIC.COM) was contacted about 
performing the work and readily agreed.  The talented 
staff at Swam proceeded to rewind each motor and 
replace both bearings in each motor rather quickly and 
at a very reasonable price.  Swam’s staff was rather 
intrigued by the fact that the motors were used in a 
vintage streetcar!  Interestingly, company founder 
Roland Swam performed electrical work for the 
Hanover & McSherrystown Street Railway Company 
prior to the streetcars giving way to buses in 1932.  This 
project was likely the first streetcar work the company 
has performed since 1932. 
 
For those interested in the technical details, the motors 
are General Electric 1/12 horsepower, operate on 32 
VDC and are rated at 5.55 A and 2,450 RPM.  There is 
a separate opening and closing coil in each motor, and 
the overhaul of both motors required 4 new bearings, 3 
pounds of #19 magnet wire and 8 feet of #16 motor 
lead wire.  
 
With the door motor overhaul completed, Harry 
Donahue and I got the new motors installed, adjusted 
and tested on July 1.  We are happy to report that all 
four doors on car #2168 are working once again! 

https://swamelectric.com/
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SAVE THE DATE!  Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, November 5, 2022.  It’s the annual 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys’ Annual Twenty-
Five Dollar Day at the Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum.  More details will follow on FPT’s 
website and Facebook page. 

 

UPCOMING GRANTS AND 

FUNDING FROM FPT 
By Roger DuPuis 

  
We are always grateful for donations from friends and 
individuals that make the Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys’ mission possible.  In keeping with that 
mission, our Board of Directors recently approved the 
following grants for July 2022: 
  
 $1,500.00 to the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

for the ongoing restoration of Red Arrow 
Center Door car #73.  The check for this car 
will be held until late August so that it can be 
included in the annual Washington County 
Community Foundation’s matching grant 
program.  In 2021, FPT donated $7,000.00 for 
reconditioning of the car’s 28 interior seats 
 

 $1,500.00 to National Capital Trolley Museum 
to help with moving car W61 from Baltimore 
Streetcar Museum to NCTM and re-trucking. 
 

 $1,000.00 to Craggy Mountain Railroad in 
North Carolina to help with the ongoing 
restoration of former SEPTA/CTA cars that 
had been used on the Norristown High Speed 
Line. 

 

In Harry Donahue’s picture below left, Red Arrow 

center door car #73 is seen inside the Pennsylvania 

Trolley Museum’s restoration shop in June 2022.  The 

photo below shows ex-CTA/SEPTA car #482’s 

exterior restoration continues as provided by Rocky 

Hollifield of the Craggy Mountain Railroad. 

In other funding news, on Saturday, July 2, 2022, one of 

the pole mounts atop sweeper C-145 at Baltimore 

Streetcar Museum came completely out due to the 

rotted old roof boards, so we now have a single-ended 

sweeper for the moment!  By coincidence, Matt Nawn 

had gotten all the exact measurements for the roof 

boards so that Jerry Sateriale can make new ones.  FPT 

will fund the cost of the new roof boards.  Harry 

Donahue provided the picture below of the “whoops” 

incident’s aftermath of the car, without one of its trolley 

poles. 

 

Thanks to all who continue to support our various 

projects! 



 
ext year in 2023, PRT Snowsweeper C-145 will celebrate its centennial year!  It is the only Philly Sweeper 

to have operated in both Philadelphia and Pittsburgh and to have had homes in three different museums.  

Beginning in Fall 2019, with funding provided by the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS and 

a dedicated crew of FPT members, C-145 underwent a beautiful restoration, backdating the car to its 1930s 

appearance.  Approximately 80% of the original side wooden slats were replaced with new ash ones.  All windows 

were replaced by new safety glass and new window sills.  Master Carpenter Jerry Sateriale donated his fantastic skills 

to the project. 

 

Now it is time to “top off” the project with new sets of roof boards.  The current boards are on borrowed time.  

Jerry Sateriale has agreed to construct the new boards, but FPT needs to come up with the funding for the 

materials.  We estimate that we need approximately $2,500.00 to complete the project.  Can you help?  All donations 

are tax deductible.  Please complete the form below and send it with your donation.  Make your check payable to: 

FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Thank you for your support. 

 

  Please cut on line.   

 
Yes, I want to help C 145 get ready for her centennial in 2023! 

 

Here is my gift of $    .  for C-145’s roof boards. 

 

Name:         Email Address:       

 

Address:       City:      State:    ZIP:    
 

Mail to:  Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

  Post Office Box 33397 

  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142 


